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See Halpern and Halpern, op. cit., 1972, Table 1, p. 29. In 1863 the kin terms in
order of frequency in terms of relationships to household head were son, daughter,
household head and wife. In 1961, they were household head, wife, son, daughter.

. See J.M. Halpern and D. Anderson (1970), “The zadruga, a century of change”,

in Anthropologica, N.S., XII/1: 91, Table 6.

. Ibid.: 95, Table 9, and 90, Table 5.
. This is the major point of the author’s “Town and countryside in Serbia in the

nineteenth century: social and household structure as reflected in the Census of
18637, in Laslett and Wall (eds.), Household and Family in Past Time, op. cit.

. Such a case study is presented in Halpern and Halpern, op. cit.: 36-38.
. Ibid.
. The increase in sons has, however, been slower than population growth. Incomplete

figures for Orasac in 1928 give a population of 1,585, and there was an approxi-
mately one-third increase (based on this admittedly incomplete 1928 estimate) to
2,023 in 1961. However, the number of sons increased by only about a sixth from
302 to 350, while the number of household heads grew by about a third (333 to 453)
and the number of wives by more than a third (227 to 367).

This is shown in Table 3A and 3B; the differential listings of age groups for
various census periods is due to the fact that the 19th and early 20th century
statistics used the 0-10 years convention, while modern demographic publications
use 0-9 years. An effort has been made to make the statistics comparable.

For example, see Statisticki Godisnjak, FNRJ, 1962, Beograd, Savezni Zavod za
Statistiku: 331, Table 302-309. In Veleste the proportionate drop in males is
14.1%, as opposed to 8.6 % for females between the 0-9 and 10-19 age groups. In
Zupca the overall decline is 4.9% and 7.7% for males between these two age
groups. This contrasts with gains of 2.1 overall for Bobovac in 1961 and 3.6 for
males in this latter community. By contrast, Lekenik in 1961 had decreases of 1.8 %,
overall and 2.8 % for males. At present no medical data is available which would
help provide some specific data on mortality for these communities. Analysis of
death registers in these communities would obviously be very useful.

The contrast between the 1860s and 1960s would be even more marked.

See Halpern, 1956, op. cit.: 121, Table 13.

The number of women over 60 who are household heads is, however, from a
general point of view not very significant. This category did not seem to exist in
1863 and in the 20th century data ranges between 10 and 30 percent in a single case
(Lekenik, 1961).

In Orasac in 1863 the progressive decline of the son category from the 0-9 age
group over the four succeeding 10-year periods to the 40-49 age group is reflected
in the following percentages: 46.3, 30.7, 17.5, 4.7, and .8.

Halpern and Halpern, op. cit.: 33-35.

See ibid.: 35, Figure 6, for an illustration of such a case.

Ibid.

The change in values concerning family structure has been extensively covered in
Halpern, 1967, op. cit., and Halpern and Halpern, 1972, op. cit. See the latter
for an extensive bibliography of the literature. i

Halpern, 1956, op. cit.: 139, Table 10. b

A comparative perspective can be gained by looking at the data from Bobovac,
Veleste and Zupca, villages which have all had comparatively little out-migration
as contrasted with Orasac.

In the case of rural Serbia available field data indicate that there was considerable
birth control in the 20th century, by means of abortion without the use of medical
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techniques. It is also true, however, that in the 19th century a woman was much
more likely to die from a badly performed abortion than in the 20th. It is difficult
to separate out in any precise way the motivation for smaller families, related to
19th century ecological changes and the filling up of the central part of rural
Serbia, and more generalized influences for modernization emanating from the
growing towns. There was undoubtedly a perception that medical help was
increasingly available, a development more pronounced in the post-war period.
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