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he expanded the store. Later, in Czechoslovakia, he opened

3 modern confectioners shops in Brno. 3About 10 years ago he
escaped from Czechoslevakia and came to Belgrade,where he now
owns and .operates a very modern sweet-shop., Everyone was
surpoised to see this man alive and well, since as a young man
he could hardly move and was constantly spitting blood.

Most of the pecalbari from our village worked as waiters
in coffee-houses and restaurants, and there were also some who
owned such coffee-houses and restaurants., Some were milkmen
who worked in Belgrade, XKragujevac and Prilep or other places.
There were very few masons, and most of these went to Romania
where they earned good money even though they did not lead a
comfortable life.

Due to the difficult life of the pecalbari, they began
to think in terms of educating their children. So, among
the children of our migrant workers who worked in Belgrade
there are many people from cur village who managed to obtain
a2 higher education. 'The sons of our pecalbari started to
attend night schools, organized especially for the childfen
of workers. During the day these childrenkhad to work as
apprentices. In Belgrade the first Serbian teachers graduated
from the Saint Sava Evening Teachers' School. All three of
then were from our village and later got positions as the
£irst teachers in our are:ze.

Gradually it became the custom among Orthodox parents
in our village to encourage their children to go on in school.
After finishing their schooling people from our village would
move on to cities and towns, as called for by their jobs.
In this way the numberroE COrthodox households and of Crthodox
villagers decreased while at the same- time the number of
Mosééms , both households and members, has increased. How-
ever, many Orthodox villagers have not sold their homes or
land, although they no longer reside in the village. They
return during the summer for vacations, spending it with
relatives in the village. All our college graduates live in
big cities, while those who have gotten a highschool education
and are now officials have also built houses in the cities
and live there.

After the end of World War I, many MNoslems from our
village began to go on pecaliba in Greece, Albania and Turkeye.
The majority, who remained in HMacedonia, worked nearby in
Bitola or Prilep. Those who were masons did well, especially
those who worked in Turkey. At that time the daily wage for
a mason here was 35 dinars. In Turkey they got 120 dinars.
Two from our village who worked in Turkey stayed a long time,
married there and decided to remain. One of them is still in
correspondence with the son of his first wife, who still lives
in the village.



Those who went on contract in groups of 7 or 8 masons
earned very good money. 7Twoe who did well in this way re-
turned from Turkey in 1928 and opened general stores in the
village. They also purchased land and built good houses.

As more lMoslems began tc go on pecalba, certain families,
regardless of whether they were Orthodox or Mos@ém, began to
help each other out. In the event that the head of a househodd
was away on pecalba, and no other able-bedied male is at honme,
friends would come to help with the work in the fields. For
instance, in the month of June, when hay is cut, a friend
takes over all responsibility, since women do not know how
to organize such work, Friends cut the fields, gather the
hay and bring it in. They also do the plowing when it is
time. If there are no oxen they find socmeone to bring in
oxen, paying for the work or guaranteeing payment when the
head of the household returns. If any taxes are due, and
the wife of the absent worker has nc ready cash, the friend
pays and does so as long as the worker is absent, Upoa the
return of the pecalbar the f£riends settle their account.

OCur Mosler villagers were never interested in giving
their children higher education. Therefore, there is no
Mos2dnf/tm our village/ with a ceollege education. A few
who do kave a hichschool educaticn work in the wvillage as
local officials. Some Moslex pecalbari who worked for a long
time in Prilep, Skopje and elsewhere have moved there families
there. All of these men sold their holdings in the wvillage,
as owning private property stood in the way of their receiving
the so-callied children's supplenent to their wages.

At the same time, 21l land which was sold by Orthodox
villagers was purchased by Moslems from the villages, as no
other Orthodox were interested in buying it., Gradually most
Crthodox families are moving away from the village. Those
Moslem families who have members of their households working
as masons have earned good money in the last 8 years or so, 1
and thus they have been able to purchase property. The Orthodox,
who have educated their children, or whose children are currently
being educated, cannot cultivate their land and maintain their
holdings because of old age or lack of able-bodied workerse.

They therefore have been selling their land.
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