






































Joel Martin HALPER

graduate department of anthropology with several professor interested in
Europe and a number actively researching in Eastern Europe. We also had a
Slavic Librarian of Polish origin who was keen to build our library
resources. However, Tamara Obrebski was very hesitant to part with her
treasures, especially the many photographs. There was no comparable
institution in the New York metropolitan area that was competing for the
collection. But after her death her son was eager to arrange matters and have
the voluminous material removed from the house in Queens so he could
proceed with the sale. As a result I traveled to New York with a graduate
student Dennis Venencak, of Polish origin who later did his doctoral work in
Poland. Unfortunately he died too early of a brain tumor at the beginning of
his career. He was most helpful. We rented and loaded a large truck and
carted the large collection to Amherst. Obrebski’s son generously provided
an initial grant that was used to catalog the Jamaican material. A local
Slavicist, Galina Rothstein, cataloged the Polish material. The Macedonia
material is relatively well indexed but has not been as well cataloged as the
other collections.

One must, of necessity be respectful of this information. But the
essential point remains that, for whatever reason, Jozef Obrebski did not
pursue a normal academic career at a University or research insitute just
prior to World War II. Further, by implication, he was something of a
perfectionist. Thus the author's publication of Obrebski's Oxford lectures did
not require a great deal of editing as a comparison between the archival copy
and final book publication text will demonstrate. Further, as has been noted,
he tragically lacked the necessary skills to survive in the politics of the
academic world as witness his Jamaican research experience. Thus when he
finally came to the U.S. he lacked the essential formal credentials for an
academic important at a major research university. His failure to produce a
timely research report on his Jamaican experience evidently alienated his
prestigious academic supporters in England. Thus the path was apparently
set for his marginzalization from the then quite active world of
anthropological research. Apparently this marginalization had a very
destructive effect on his health and no doubt contributed to his relatively
early death. Fortunately he has bequeathed to us his very rich archive which
documents the full extent of his talent and accomplishments.

Reflections on Jozef Obrebski's work in Macedonia from the perspective...

1. The first publication issued while Tamara Obrebska was alive was
Yesterday's People, Peasants of Polesie, An Exhibition of Photographs of
Rural Eastern Poland in the 1930s by Joseph Obrebski, October 3 to
October 14, 1973, University Art Gallery, Herter Hall, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst. She attended this exhibit and was most pleased
with the interested it elicited.

The second one was "Ritual and Social Structure in a Macedonian Village"
by Joseph Obrebski, edited by Barbara Kerewsky Halpern and Joel M.
Halpern, Research Report No. 16, Department of Anthropology, University
of Massachusetts, Amherst, May 1977 (this monograph was also issued by
the International Area Studies Programs at the University of Massachusetts
in Ambherst in 1977 as Program in Soviet and East European Studies
Occasional Papers Series No. 1).

2. "Problem etniczny Polesia" ["Ethnic Question of Polesie"], "Sprawy
Narodowoceciowe", 1936, vol. 10, no 1-2, pp. 1-21.

"Indeks do Lecznictwa ludu polskiego” Henryka Biegeleisena” ["An index to
The Polish Folk Medecine of Henryk Biegeleisen"], Krakéw 1931, pp. 31.

3. '.l‘he text "Social Structure and Ritual in a Macedonian Village" (1961)
which was to be published in the journal "Comparative Studies in Society
and History"

:y The CM:E?? o.:leg.[sacintry of Eastern Europe by Joseph Obrebski, edited
by Barbara ‘bara and Joe pern, Schenkman Publishing Company, Cambrid
Massachusetts, 1976, S e

5; W K. Nottingham, "Joseph Obrebski 1905-1967", "The American
Sociologist”, Vol. 3 no 3 (1968), pp. 256-257. Cited in The Changing
Peasantry of Eastern Europe, pp 6-7.

6. A selection of Milenko Filipovic's work in translation was published as:
Among the People, Native Yugoslav Ethnography, Selected Writings of
Milinkq S. Filipovic, edited by E.A. Hammel, Robert S. Ehrich, Radmila
Fabijanic-Filipovic, Joel M. Halpern, Albert B. Lord, Papers in Slavic
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