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ethnologists were invited. This book also had a chapter dealing with 
extended family households in Macedonia.7 It seems quite clear that Mosely 
and Obrebski never met. Yet contacts could have been made quite easily for 
Sula Benet who was from Poland and had initially studied there was then a 
professor of anthropology at Hunter College. She was also a friend of 
Margaret Mead. J knew Sui a Benet quite casually and after JozefObrebski's 
death his widow Tamara contacted me at the suggestion of Benet concerning 
the disposition of the Obrebski archives and photographs. 

It is also appropriate to mention two other scholars who were active 
in the Balkans in the 1930s. One was the American rural sociologist Irwin 
Sanders who arrived in Sofia to teach at the American College there, a 
missionary related institution, the year J was born, in 1929. As of this 
writing Professor Sanders is still alive. While teaching at the American 
College he became interested in Bulgarian village life and began a study of a 
village near Sofia. This research subsequently became his doctoral 
dissertation in sociology at Cornell University where he enrolled after his 
return to the U.S. It was published under tile title A Balkan Village.S In 
addition to his teaching career Sanders spent a period working for the Ford 
Foundation and was much involved with international education. He taught 
both at the University of Kentucky and at Boston University. The final 
scholar that I wish to mention is Rudolf Bicanic who began his career as an 
agricultural economist and became associated with the Croatian Peasant 
Party in the 1930s. In this capacity he prepared a number of detailed reports 
on the difficulties of peasant life in Croatia in the 1930s especially as a 
result of the Great Depression. He, like Obrebski, received an education in 
England and a number of his books and articles appeared in both English 
and Croatian.9 

I think it can conclusively be stated that, apart from his Polish 
contacts, after his work in Jamaica, Obrebski remained totally isolated from 
the English-speaking world as far as research and publication are concerned. 
Obviously this was a loss, especially to Obrebski, but also to the wider 
scholarly community that would have benefited from his potentially seminal 
contributions. Clearly his inability to publish had drastic consequences. It is 
not at all surprising that in the very marginal corner of academia in which he 
found himself there was no interest in or support for his work. He was 
involved in a downward spiral. His pay was almost certainly limited in 
consonance with the type of institution in which he was employed. This 
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forced him to do extra teaching of elementary Courses in the City University 
system and he clearly had no time to edit his massive accumulation of 
material for publication. This was also the time in the early to mid sixties in 
which extensive support for research was available from institutions such as 
the National Institutes of Health and the National Sciences Foundation as 
well as private sources such as the Ford Foundation. Such support would 
have provided him with full salary maintenance for a year or several years. 
But to apply for such grants you needed an initial record of substantial 
publication in English. In his sixties tired and despondent he was, in effect 
living the life of a graduate student and his son was already surpassing him: 
If he had had some contact with the world of scholarship in anthropology 
and or Slav,c Stud,es I would certainly have encountered him. In the period 
1963-67 I was tcaching at Brandeis University and then from 1965-67 at the 
Russian Research Center at Harvard University. It was a period of excellent 
funding of even large and elaborate research projects in Eastern Europe, a 
tJme there many opportunities for appointments at major 
umvers,t'es wnh Slav,c Centers. His researches would have been of intense 
interest. It is indeed a sad story. There are no villains here he lacked basic 
political survival skills and the resulting traumas ass;ciated with his 
downward mobility, without doubt, caused him untold misery and doubtless 
shortened his life. 

There is a final part of these events and that has to do with the 
miraculous survival of the major part of his archives. As noted earlier I first 
met JozefObrebski's widow Tamara through Professor Sula Benet who was 
then teaching at Hunter College (now part of the City University of New 
York). After initial phone conversations I invited her to Amherst and she 
was my houscguest and we first devised a plan for a photo exhibit involving 
Ius dramat,c photographs of Polesie. The exhibit opened in one of the 

of Massachusetts's art galleries on October 3, 1973 and I 
obtamed money for a modest catalog, Yesterday 's People, Peasants of 
Polwe, An Exh,bll of Rural Eastern Poland in the 1930's.10 The exhibit 
:,as a success and there was significant publicity in the local papers, in part 
msp,red by the fact that the area around the University was settled in the 

early 20
th 

century by immigrant Polish farmers who replaced the original 
Yankees who had moved west. 

. the beginning it seemed logical to bring the archives to the 
UllIvers,ty where we then had a modest East European Studies program, a 
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graduate department of anthropology with several professor interested in 
Europe and a number actively researching in Eastern Europe. We also had a 
Slavic Librarian of Polish origin who was keen to build our library 
resources. However, Tamara Obrebski was very hesitant to part with her 
treasures, especially the many photographs. There was no comparable 
institution in the New York metropolitan area that was competing for the 
collection. But after her death her son was eager to arrange matters and have 
the voluminous material removed from the house in Queens so he could 
proceed with the sale. As a result I traveled to New York with a graduate 
student Dennis Venencak, of Polish origin who later did his doctoral work in 
Poland. Unfortunately he died too early of a brain tumor at the beginning of 
his career. I [e was most helpful. We rented and loaded a large truck and 
carted the large collection to Amherst. Obrebski's son generously provided 
an initial grant that was used to catalog the Jamaican material. A local 
Slavicist, Galina Rothstein, cataloged the Polish material. The Macedonia 
material is relatively well indexed but has not been as well cataloged as the 
other collections. 

One must, of necessity be respectful of this information. But the 
essential point remains that, for whatever reason, Jozef Obrebski did not 
pursue a normal academic career at a University or research insitute just 
prior to World War II. Further, by implication, he was something of a 
perfectionist. Thus the author's publication of Obrebski's Oxford lectures did 
not require a great deal of editing as a comparison between the archival copy 
and final book publication text will demonstrate. Further, as has been noted, 
he tragically lacked the necessary ski lls to survive in the politics of the 
academic world as witness his Jamaican research experience. Thus when he 
finally came to the U.S. he lacked the essential formal credcnti als for an 
academic important at a major research university. I-lis failure to produce a 
timely research report on his Jamaican experience evidently alienated his 
prestigious academic supporters in England. Thus the path was apparently 
set for his marginzalization from the then quite active world of 
anthropological research. Apparently this marginalization had a very 
destructive effect on his health and no doubt contributed to his relatively 
early death. Fortunately he has bequeathed to us his very rich archive which 
documents the full extent of his talent and accomplishments. 
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