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w1th inward walls and some which had been blown up 

with the1r walls splayed outward. Enter1ng Llp1k we were greeted 

by the shell what had been the local branch of a Yugos l av 

chain, Suducnost (?utuce). The sign still hung Dut only Dy one of 

its support s . One of the features ot the spa had been i ts l arge 

glassed 1n area, includ1ng a number of swimming pools. Now one 

could walk on acres of shattered glass p1led h1gh on the floor 1n 

irregular mounds. Nearby was the remains a sol1dly built 

CatholiC Church to 1ts foundat1ons. 

A feature both of the current Balkan Wars as wel l 85 World 

War II 1n has beer. the personalized style 1mplicit 1n 

rape. torture and k1lling. we could see the style of Serb 

v1olence. one of our guides related the story of a local doctor 

who had been captured. Accor ding to this a ccount while s til l 

alive his legs had been each linked to a t r actor which were then 

driven in opposite direct1ons . There is a here to epic 

poetry which we in in the :950s. In that case it 

was a Serbian widow who consorted with the Turkish rulers and as 

punishment was tied to teams of horses which were then dr1ven in 

oppOSite Such stories and linkages can, at this 

pOint, be no more suggest1ve of a style of execut1on. 

More di rect was an experience related by a woman whom we 

encountered 1n her garden wh ile wandering around unescor t ed . She 

t old us how she and her fami l y L1p1k when it was tempocar11y 

occup1ed by Serbian forces. her old parents remained 
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behind. When she returned she described how she found her parents 

garroted and hung from hooks 1n their kitchen. 

Such an incident parallels the descr i ptions of Western 

reporters 1n the Krajlna after the defeat of Serbi an forces and 

the entry of Croatian troops . They describe how old people who 

remained behind here had been shot or murdered 1n various ways. 

In citing these instances my purpose 1s not to make some sort of 

equivalent between various kinds of events and, 1n effect, to say 

simply that th1s has been a brutal conflict and all s ides have 

committed atrocities therefore all s i des are equally guilty and 

by implication then no one 1s really guilty. Rather the point 

made 1s that there are observable paral lels in individualized 

styles of k1ll1ng. In this respect one can compare indictments 

aga1nst both indiv1dual Serbs and Croats already drawn by the War 

Crimes Tribwial at the International court of justice 1n the 

Hague . Overall responsibility is another matter entirel y and 

needs to ~e considered separately. 

Personalized Nature of Yugoslav Ethnic Cleansing 

What these individual acts of murder 1n L1plk and Krajina 

have in common, a~d documented on a much larger scal e in Bosnia , 

1s the personalized nat ure of the k1lling. This is unlike the 

bureaucratized mass executions 1n the Nazi concentration camps. 

The dist1nctions are not absolute, of course, but there is a 

clear contrast 1n predorn!na~t styles. Also the executions of 

civilians 1n the f ormer Yugoslavia have occurred in an overall 
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context of armed conflict and not on the part of an organized 

state against c1vil popu:atlons as was the case 1n the ~olocaust 

which aimed at total annihilation of specified populations such 

as Jews and Gyps!es. 

Styles ot pest~uctlon 

The ~ersonallzed nature o! the conflict is revealed not on!y 

1n the k1~:1n9 but 1n the style ot destruction. Just as the 

k!111n~s discussed above cannot be lInked to a ~sclpl1ned 

~1 11tary campaign so the destruction o! Croat~an Serb forces 

observed ~, L1plk a~d elsewhere !s not easily lInked to ~he 

necessary consequences ot mil1tary engagement. The smashlnq of 

all the glass 1n the covered spa took time and effort as did the 

IncineratIon of the contents o! houses wh1ch we v1sited and the 

style of destruction of the Catholic church with the thick walls 

leveled to foundat1on. It was not simply the gutting of the 

inter10r but the blowing up o~ the walls as well. Th1s reprea&~~s 

tlme consum1ng, purposeful destruction. Such destructiO~ aims to 

obl1terate the enemy · s past while one's own culture and h1BtO~ 

are exalt~. 

Such acts can be rec1procal. In defining such rec1procal 

relatlons~ps the~e !s not an atte~~t to someho~ &qUate one act 

of destruction with another and therefore somehow to excuse all 

such acts as part of a bitter civil war. Such crtminal acts need 

to be seen in the context of specific ~eg1on~ c1rcucstances ~~d 

must be judged 1ndividually. What 1s attempted he~e 1s to suggest 
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reciprocal s~yles of behavior adapted by diverse groups 1n 

d!f~er1n9 regional circumstances. But the intent10nal ity of 

destruction 1n Llplk 15 linked to the video-documented a~d 

consistent destruction by Bosnian Croat forces of the fa~ous 

historic bridge 1n Mostar. It was well bullt by the Turkish 
• 

Ottomans and was a symbo: of historic Moslem architecture. It was 

well built and could only be brought down by repeated shelling . 

Another dramatic incident was the persistent Bosnian Serb 

she l ling of the main library 1n Sarajevo. Its burning now 

achieving a phys ical limInal martyrdom 1n a tape made of the New 

York Philharmonic ' s Zubin Mehta conducting a Sarajevo orchestra 

1n the burned out she: l of the National Library. The concert is 

now available on tape to suppo~ters of Bosnian relief. 

The physical destruction 1s emblemat~c of the time war 

being conducted , In the Second World War Eltler was f ocused on 

creat1ng h1s Thousa~d Year Reich by select1ve destruction of 

people and the architecture of raCially infe~lor cultures and 

exalt1ng the pagan Germanic past as in a banallzed Roman style 

imper1al future - to jUdge by Speer ' s plans for a future Berlin . 

The inferno that Berlln became 1n the clos1ng days of World War 

I I under Allled bomb1r.g and the adva~ce of the Soviet army has no 

parallel 1n the for~e~ Yugoslavia. Here destruction has been more 

episodic sometl~es seemingly random . 

There has been killlng, raping, wounding, looting and 

accompanying refugee creatlon on a reglonal level. Of ten these 

12/16/95 



20 

events ar e restricted to a l ocal communi ty. But such o.happenlngs 

although at time seemingly unplanned have never been spontaneous 

0[' have emerged fro~ "age-old hatreds. " The wastage of peopl e and 

the rec ipI'ocal destruction of historic pasts and infrastructure 

of the present has been rationalized by the desire of the Serbs 

and the Croats t o create steri l e and, 1n many ways , non-viable 

e thni c homogeneity. The Moslems remain for mally committed to a 

multi-ethn ic fr amework. But reg10na l variation 1s impor tant and 

the practical effect of implementation has var ied . 

The Role of the Past 1n the Future 

As t hi s ar ti c l e 1s being written 
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