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pehind. When she returned she described how she found her parents
garroted and hung from hooks in their kitchen,

Such an incident parallels the descriptions of Western
reporters in the Krajina after the defeat of Serblan forces and
the entry of Croatian troops. They describe how old pecple who
remained behind here had been shot or murdered in varicus ways.
In citing these instances my purpose 1s not to make some sort of
equivalent between various kinds of events and, in effect, to say
simply that this has been a brutal conflict and &ll sides have
committed atrocities therefore all sides are equally guillty and
by implication then no one is really guilty. Rather the point
made 1s that there are observable parallels in individualized
styles of killing. In this respect one can compare indictments
against both individual Serbs and Croats already drawn by the War
Crimes Tribunal at the International court of Jjustice in the
Hague. Overall responslibility 1s ancother matter entirely and
needs to be considered separately.

Personalized Nature of Yugoslav Ethnic Cleansing

What these individual acts of murder in Lipik and Krajina
have in common, and documented on & much larger scale in Bosnia,
is8 the personalized nature of the killing. This is unlike the
bureaucratized mass executions in the Nazl concentration camps.
The distincticns are not absolute, of course, but there is a
clear contrast in predominant styles. Also the executions of

civilians in the former Yugoslavia have occurred in an overall
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context of armed conflict and not on the part of an organized
state against civil populations as was the case in the Holocaust
which aimed at total annihilation of specified populations such
as Jews and Gypsies.

es ruct

The personalized nature of the conflict is revealed not only
in the killing but in the style of destruction. Just as the
killings discussed above cannot be linked to a disciplined
military campaign so the destruction of Croatian Serb forces
observed in Lipik and elsewhere is nct easily linked to the
necegsary consequences of military engagement. The smashing of
all the glass in the covered spa took time and effort as did the
incineration of the contents of houses which we visited and the
style of destruction of the Catholic church with the thick walls
leveled to foundation. It was not simply the gutting of the
interior but the blowing up of the walls as well. This represents
time consuming, purposeful destruction. Such destruction aims to
obliterate the enemy’'s past while one’s own culture and history
are exalted.

Such acts can be reciprocal. In defining such reciprocal
relationships there is not an attempt tc somehow eguate cne act
of destruction with another and therefore somehow to excuse all
such acts as part of a bitter civil war. Such criminal acts need
to be seen in the context of specific regional circumstances and

must be Judged individually. What 1is attempted here is to suggest
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reciprocal styles of behavior adapted by diverse groups in
differing regional circumstances. But the intentionality of
destruction in Lipik is linked to the video-documented and
consistent destruction by Besnian Croat forces of the famous
historic bridge in Mcstar. It was well bullt by the Eurkish
Cttomans and was a symbol of historic Moslem architecture. It was
well bullt and could only be brought down by repeated shelling.
Another dramatic incident was the persistent Bosnian Serb
shelling of the main library in Sarajievo. Its burning now
achieving a physical liminal martyrdom in a tape made of the New
York Philharmonic’s Zubin Mehta conducting a Sarajevo orchestra
in the burned ocut shell of the National Library. The concert is
now avallable cn tape to supporters of Bosnian relief.

The physical destruction is emblematic of the time war
being conducted. In the Second World War Hitler was focused on
creating his Thousand Year Reich by selective destruction of
people and the architecture of racially inferior cultures and
exalting the pagan Germanic past as in a banalized Roman style
imperial future - to Judge by Speer’s plans for a future Berlin.
The inferno that Berlin became in the closing days of World War
IT under Allied bombing and the advance of the Soviet army has no
parallel in the former Yugoslavia. Here destruction has been more
episodic sometimes seemingly random.

There has been killing, raping, wounding, looting and

accompanying refugee creation on a reglonal level, Often these
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events are restricted to a local community. But such .happenings
although at time seemingly unplanned have never been spontaneous
or have emerged from "age-old hatreds." The wastage of people and
the reciprocal destruction of historic pasts and infrastructure
of the present has been rationalized by the desire of the Serbs
and the Croats to create sterile and, in many ways, non-viable
ethnic homogeneity. The Moslems remain formally committed to a
multi-ethnic framework. But regional variation is important and
the practical effect of implementation has varied.

The Role of the Past in the Future

As this article 1s beling written
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