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^om--ati ve Dvn?_:.Cso	Tradt? o r l Serb-an
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1 . ?urnoses of.hisResearch

Oraciac is a Serbian which ha:, remai ne .

kin group stable while being amerced in t e up eavials of twenti .z

Century 3=00 .

	

~U.

	

' level,.:nil., remaining s:.b'e on this singleg~~e kin

	

r

this villege has experienced many changes in social, economic and

demographic trends-which have altered the social system of E e village

over time . It s these changes in to x±x village social system during

'Uhe latter paris of the 1 110th. century and ~. I~o uo tho 20+'- co 'n-y which

is the foc=us of ---is ongoing research into comma ity o;- v~-_ ae -a-,T- ---g

Analysis of the dynamic_,-, o" the Serbian i bag si io

is of necessity Ii-ulti-level analysis . On -*--he level of demographic

time series trens, this research proposes to investigate trends

in Population size as a consequence o-47 th Xxi

	

impact of

war and modernization southeastern D=ope . Iw also proposes to
a n'

investigate over time patterns in 2niIy ?e vility, family emigration

as a consec uence o--F' e in Stra iz Lion of this segment of e,-- e and

the ra 4ionalization of agriculture into larger unit _ ~ .far_~_.~ _}ng . Tiei-G

ars- changes in the death rate of the village also play an i ~~orzan

par. in the explainatic=- of lyre distribution f vi llage ;deal. .. 1 e

-.',

	

`CirC ' anion of' women ..."~~ _ t:7e kin groups and the m% w'3"i2.ge i_ AS

which ocially bond the villagers together also will form. a par `w

of this i"esca.:^ch .

F Tne dynamicse village strat i- ..i ation system

:e second level o; a. l ysi s .
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terms C=i

	

Wee

landholdings - is a central feature of the stability _ a tzar . of the

inhi p structure of his Vi , lage . Previous research ti hai_pern

	

}
suggested

has X)'MXL that the dis tr'3 " Rio : of Teal and ..^e s ,aCili vy of kin

structures over tine is y e . .

	

. This -resets --

	

_ Cy .. ivel y in gyres tigG ~e

this hypothesis by a vim compc3". ison 2n l~'~ _

	

s " .` L~ is r



of modern non-traditions sources of status (eg . educe for j within the
village. Also the creation, of ne°w occupational categories over time

as a source of pavestigme and fanily c.~^d kin stability is also a

topic of investigation in this -esearcI-4 .

The t^i rd level of analysis is that o= the revel c .- the

h;

	

a k'

	

e -

	

`

	

a llkin _~p gra~p

	

~inia~ . . alpern %

	

has described w v=- age

situation which is persistantly stable over tine in Craciac, Persui ng

this description into he qu n to tive rheim comparing and. constrasting

liriages, their size and composition over tine . This aspect ok the

analysis means relating kinship maps to the total system of demographic

and stratisification_

	

_a and as a consec uen.ce of t !is linkage

niaci ng the individual vi? lager within a spacial and temporal frame

of reference -For ZZae fourth as uect o analysis - he investigation

of individual life cycles .

late cycle research pisses the individualn _. variety of roles

t1 ich charge over time . These roles relate to the indicid ua' s position

in the kinship, community and family st•rct w. e at any given time .

Demographic and social sturct .ral c.-.avenges exist i n a mutually causal

relationshi n altering the life cycle roles ani a t "";e same tires al terin

the number of individuals which maji be encumbered into these roles .

This research also will i^-Testiga tee the changin duration of role incurzoancy

over time .

can su:rmary 4h s research ill provide a voce_- --om- -he

investigation of kinship, demographic a._d socio-econoi._ic systems

en s5rsters framework ∎xk :k L`"e impaC t Cf C=.ax.ges in v 1ese-- •

	

- D

systems on t^e = ividual f e cycle en = ollori s as the vi l Iage roles

change not only q ualaiiativey - as i n t':.̂e appearence of new occupati o ns ,

at a? so C u ' tally by in the duration of role incumuancy for the inividual .



~7 . Previous -'esearch

Research into the c uaw.tative dynamics o~" te vi image society

i s limited to the descriorive Works of Ha:perm ( ]-

='rom hese an- ropy ~ogica l studies, L c l er :as uncovered variety

of ire=ds

	

the village of Oraciac ∎ nn regards to f ariz ly or ':ouseho ^.

composit=o"_ over t" ne, case Studies revealed u ie compression of i ateral

kinship linkages while the multi-generational extended -family has

remained at the three or four generation ?evel . In other words, fewer

family relations at each gener a vian2.' level form a hog

	

uri- - _e

the older parents and grandparentsi n the status as head

of h o=ehol d regardless of income source . --- regads to fertility

trends, case studies of is divi^ kai kin grou ~s ha reVBaled a comma, ex

trend towa ds larger famlies during the latter part of the 19 tr century

and the .f its t twr o decades of the 20 t'_h but n_ow tending towa?d a lower

n_L,TOer of births per marriage . "inially in gam s to e grc~ tio: al

trenc s the modern increase in ?' ''a"krulization ii 2ur'oe '.; draw

::aylo house old' ^eads and inta .̂t family units away from t.e village

e_t .er o- .

	

-rt, al .asis ;heap. os household teraporaility leaves ;,o

find wor) or totally with ti x family emigration oecon .,ixg- a more

pronou: cod trend . he e insights iron t e case c .dy of indiv_dual

kinship structues in Orsciac ailw be tested in this proposed research .

111 . T,;ethokolo;icy._ C on idera.,ions

Previous 1:Si{{ and .._ . ._-: fu::dig cic` s Arovided for t'_'le c

collection anal coding of data on ORaciac . As a result over 25 se

parate data sources , rangier g from census data to ~- oral enologies

have been co .lecteed and coded . Duri ig th_i s past year a' l da a Sets :.ave

hoop exa~ .c to vely c hec ke d for their reliability and are nc o Jera tion . .l .



This f`,, riding has also provided for cross -sectional anlaysis of the

data producing descriptive analysis arc' reports,

	

mp

f con-putative t.
tiT.B c..G'~ .rioa Or cn•j7_ {:2e an,G_ ysi~̀~ O_

	

~rEa .̂ . a:~u..1 .~'w' s

was included in this previous work .

t

Tine methodology for his study of village dynamics may

only be accomplished :. .̂rough th_e linr:ing and apperu .ing of a va:ie ty

of data sources into two types of time series data files . he

ype of ti: e series =ire

	

rs all individuai s comps ra ively o-: er

In other ha~r^ sy ar1 indi.

	

roleJ and, staj„t.. C-ric•,.:~.1s s e~ 192 src.y 3e

LO those in 1953 and changes m y be Z.i ted . Siai=aly y

ii_ kage and aggrega ,ion to tae level of the far!.ly or kinship group

changes in 1"etirt
i,,i-~~ y
;-'

	

, fuy

	

, .
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;~TiLlly -size c..~ GOB~ ~,+~T.. .O_i .w.,y be inve.ast-ga`vBC: .

T•re sewn Hype of ti m series 'L--', is ge is the e o orient d summary

recora . 7- 0 aorta f i e ussl ^e: hai 2 n ind ividl al E' i . s/ er

li f i :.i me exists _r: a

	

e:

	

i_^_ relcations o gene a '.iona:. c i

late= ?y ge nerat_ona;

	

;anon (here acre up to 8 gene a .ions

i ' ~b~

	

r~

	

~-a` -
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acrec.Z'%. .iic. ..~ .e :~?'? ie C_~-C1G.C Gai ; ... .̂e..e e_. .v

	

Ou._ . .~: .~

	

compared

ss time to asser-ai-n changes i. .̂ Kin-role COKpOS_ _0:. . _ _•om these two

~i orie_ ted data sets, the research purposes outline: above may be

accomplished .

Analysis of these data files .ill employ standard zta

statistical tools, and the time series for lam of he dat2. aiso

orov,des for the formulation of mathema,.cal models -particularily

in regar s to role lncumban_cy changes over tine .
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