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Special feature: Rethinking bibliographic control. Rethinking bibliographic control in the Web environment.
Karen S. Calhoun, Hisako Kotaka(Translation) (Online Computer Library Center, Inc. (OCLC, Inc.) 6565
Kilgour Place, Dublin, OH 43017-3395 USA)

Abstract: Cataloging and metadata services have reached a crossroads. The digital age presents fundamental
challenges to building and describing collections of interest to the communities that libraries serve. Since the
advent of the Web, what has been fundamental to libraries and higher education, what has constituted
professional wisdom and best practice-all have been disrupted by new conditions. This article describes the
environment in which libraries are operating and identifies the key trends driving change in metadata creation
and management. It also outlines the characteristics of a next-generation metadata creation and management
platform for libraries, which the OCLC cooperative is planning, to support future cataloging and metadata
practices and the evolution of the expert cataloging community surrounding WorldCat.

Keywords: OCLC / WorldCat / cataloging / metadata / collections / web disruption / key trends / change /
next-generation platform
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