








Well, what that means is that you can eat the food you like at home, go
to your church with your family on Sunday, and put on your ethnic
costume once in a while and dance around at a folk festival if you keep
up your lawn and house, buy on credit, see that your kids go to school
and enter the corporate structure, work your tail off in the industry of
your choice, pay your taxes and don’t rock the boat, don’t holler if the
fat cats sock it to you, obey the law and keep your head down, pledge
allegiance to private property and free enterprise, and generally sub-
scribe to all the goals and values of the "system."

It is like this Indian culture business. Everybody is for Indians’
culture——our arts and crafts, our song and dances, our costumes, and so
on. The trouble with us is that we are Indians, the kind of people we
are. Indian culture is beautiful. It is being an Indian that is not so
good. There is just no place in the American system for people like us
or any other different kind of people. Behind every new fad like
"ethnicity" or "Indian culture" the institutional structure churns on,
trying to assimilate every group in sight, powered by that American
self-doubt.

A lot of people nowadays urge the Indians, especially the Indians
in the city, to take the "ethnic route,"” model after the success of
other nationalities who have made it in America—-—organize ourselves into
a bloc, build our own institutions, build up economic and political
power, and break into the "system" as a group. I hear people saying to
"learn to play the white man’s game" and to "combine the best of two
cultures. Well, it might be possible to do that, but the rub comes

when you get into the system. The Jews managed to survive in Europe, as
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a people, for almost two thousand years. Then they came to American
where they thought they could make it economically, be accepted as
equals, and still hold together as a people. Well, they did make it
economically and white people are, at least, getting used to them and
don’t try to kill them off anymore. But they got trouble out there in
the Jewish suburbs. They are doing a lot of sweating about their future
as a people. They have an out—-marriage rate of about 35 percent now.
The Jews may have already made too many compromises with America to hold
together as a people. The price of "success'" may be too high. The
Indians better go slow and not jump on that "ethnic" bandwagon tco
quickly. We better look it over with a cool eye before we jump.

Most Americans are bound and determined to make us just another

ethnic group in America’s ethnic layer cake. I hear whites say Indians
are "America’s first ethnic group" or that "We all come from someplace
else. According to anthropologists, even the Indians come from Asia."
Anthropologists don’t say any such thing! As I understand their argu-—
ment, they say that way back in time human beings were one single race
and lived, maybe, in western Asia. This was before the modern races
developed. Everybody then was brown and big faced. There was some
difference in that block of humans. I guess the races were just
starting to pull apart. In this dawn of time some of the human beings
pushed out for other regions. The stock that became the Australian

black fellows started pushing southeast until they finally ended up in

Australia. One bunch pulled east until they finally ended up in North
and South America thousands of years ago, way before the dawn of his-

tory. Finally, this old, original stock in North America began to
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divide up into different peoples who spoke different languages. And the
different Indian peoples were born then. Our languages developed and
each people became more and more adapted to the kind of land they lived
on. Our culture, thus, developed and evolved. That story isn’t too
different from what our old people tell us. If anthropologists are
right about our origins then we are one of the oldest races in the
world. Further, we have been in North America longer than almost any
other race has been in their part of the world. Anthropologists say
that when we were in North America, the cave men were still in Europe.
Our birthplace, as ancient and distinct peoples, was right here in North
America. Our languages and cultures are ancient and right from the soil
of North America. So what is this '"the Indians came from Asia'" busi-

ness! Americans are determined to twist the fact that they are recent

invaders and carriers of a foreign language and culture by making us
immigrants, too. 7

Lots of white people can’t just stand by when you need help and be
your friend, and help you in the way you think you need help. No,
they’ll put their nose in your business and "help" you in the way they
think is good for you. They think that what is good for them is good
for you, regardless of how different you are from them or what your
wishes in the matter might be. If they can’t get you to go along with
their plan for you, they’ll steer you some way that you are not wise to
until they get you to do what they think is best for you. It seems like
they can’t control themselves from making over the whole world and
everybody in it into their image of what is best. They just try to re-

order the world all the time like a lady who keeps cleaning and
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arranging the house even after it doesn’t need cleaning and picking up.
And worse, they will steer you around unbeknownst to you for your own
good in some "wonderful" plan.

Whites can’t keep from manipulating others. That’s the way they
operate, The famous chief Ouray of the Utes said, "I discovered the
source of the white man’s power when I saw how he could use one man
against another man to reach his own ends." They are rootless but
powerful people, filled with self-doubt. They are a dangerous people.

The other thing whites will lay on you is that famous Anglo-Saxon
guilt. Some whites use that guilt to make themselves feel important and
a few likeito wallow in it. It is unbecoming when rich whites begrudge
poor people the few dollars of welfare that they get. It looks just as
bad when whites beat their breasts and confess their sins. Both
behaviors are unbecoming a powerful and great people. I am just glad
that there are still a few Indians left alive. Why don’t we just let it
go at that and talk together like reasonable people? But some whites
are bound to '"help" you so they can ease that guilﬁ. You know,
Americans are like a driver who deliberately runs you down with his car
and then gets so distressed that he backs up to help you and runs over
you again.

I don’t want to be on the receiving end of anybody’s lack of self-
worth., I don’t want to be written out of history so people can live
with themselves. I don't want to be a part of anybody’s big "plan" for
my own good. I don’t want to have to ritually kick anybody’s behind so

his guilt will ease off. I am tired of being used under the guise of

being helped. Now, not all whites are like that, but it is hard to tell
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the wheat from the chaff. And they’ll just do us in if we get too
close. They are too complicated and convoluted a people. They are
dangerous,

I am getting worried about the downturn the U.S. and Canadian
economy is taking., And it is bound to get worse. It is clear that
Americans are pulling in their horns and getting more conservative. I
don’t guess that is so bad in itself, but I am worried that if the
economy keeps going downhill that Americans and Canadians will begin to
feel threatened and turn on people like us, the Indians. It may not be
so popular to be an Indian then. In recent years there has been a lot

of "volunteer" Indians; whites with a little Indian blood or a vague
family tradition of an Indian connection or even full whites who want to
join another "club.'" Some of them are after some kind of job or money,
but most of them are just looking for a place to light in a country
where it is hard to find any real communities anymore. Some of them
even become "Indian spokesmen.' I knew a few of these "Indians" when
they were whites. I've got a notion that if whites get shaky and the
hammer falls on the Indians that we will have a lot of "desertions.”

The Indian population will decrease and the whites will increase. Our
"volunteers" will take off; maybe some of our relatives will discover
that they are really "French.," Maybe we will find out then who will
really hang in with us. The Jews never forget the holocaust. They know

that they walk the knife edge in a hostile world. We could take a

lesson from them.
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The Sickness of the ‘West’

Now, the fourth reason I think we have to be careful about our
entanglements is that it appears to me that American and Canadian civi-
lization is dying. 1It’s going through its death throes noﬁ. It's like
that snake in the story that the old Cherokee tell. 1It’s going to start
whipping its tail around. It’s doing that now. And lots of times when
a civilization dies it’s almost like the people get a bad disease. It
appears to me that this is the place where Canada and the United States
are at now. Some people say that whites are just like Rome was in its
last days, decadent and collapsing. It's just like a disease among
people.

That disease is the loss of their own humanity. Joe Mackinaw, a

Cree elder, told me one time, he said, "You see all these white kids
with long hair, it means they found out their parents have no heart."

There is a prophecy that the time will come when whites will grow long
hair like the Indians and try to learn God’s Law from us. If that time
is now, however, it looks to me like these young whites are failing to
get back their humanity. They are going about it the wrong way with
drugs and hating their parents. And when they come to the Indians to
learn they just try to eat us up, to suck the life out of us like
vampires. Further, it is easy to weaken our medicine, to throw away our
power, as the old people say, in telling too much to immature outsiders.
Even the Bible warns about throwing pearls before swine. I hope that
one day they will be able to learn from us, but right now I think we
have to keep away from them. They will suck out our humanity. That’s

their disease-—they have lost their humanity and they don’t know how to
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get it back. They just make it worse and are destructive to have
around. Their disease is catching., And we are too weak spiritually to
ward it off, I used to see that white society was getting in bad shape,
getting weaker. I thought maybe the Indians, we should assert ourselves
now. But we are at a low point in our history now, too. We are weak
spiritually.

I don’t think these young whites can learn from our old people
anyway. If they can’t understand what Jesus said to their people I
don’t think that our elders can explain it any clearer to them and make
them understand. All they need to know is right there in that Bible
written down in Jesus’ words. All they have to do is read it. Jesus
told them not to pursue money, that a rich man couldn’t enter Heaven,
that material goods got in the way of the spiritual life, not to plan
out everything but that God would provide for tomorrow. He said it in a
hundred different ways. Jesus told them to take a lesson from nature,
to watch the animals and plants in order to learn from them, to respect
God’s creation. He said these things over and over again. Further, His
main message was to love your fellow man. That’s what they would hear
from our elders as well,

All these young whites have got to do is just follow out what Jesus

says. I don’t think that our old people could advise them any better.
Jesus came to help them. They've had His words written down now for

2,000 years. That’s plenty of time to think about them, understand
them, and act accordingly. But I don’t think most of the young whites

can hear or understand. That disease has done its work.
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When I was a boy in my early twenties I lived with a Cherockee
Indian by the name of George Redbird and he told me something. He said
that "in your lifetime, you are going to see four things." He said,
"First, you are going to see slick roads everywhere. Secondly, you are
going to see a lot of deaf and blind people on the street. And
thirdly," he said, 'you are going to see people get too smart. And the
fourth thing you are going to see,” he said, "I am not going to tell you
what it is but you will know what it is yourself because it will follow
from those other three."

And I've seen that in my lifetime. 1I've seen slick roads every
place. There’s no place where you can go to get away from machines and
all this technology and civilization. You can’t even go out in the
north woods in the winter without a ski-doo running you over. And it’s
just every place now=-all these machines gearing up the earth
everywhere.

The second thing is deaf and blind people everywhere. Now the way
the o0ld Cherokees used to talk, they wouldn’t always say things as plain
as you might like. You had to figure it out. I thought for a long time
that deaf and blind meant sure enough deaf and blind. But I can see
that what he meant is that lots of people nowadays can’t see and can't
hear. They're just inside themselves, sewed up in their skins., They
don’t have any contact with any other human beings at all. And there
are lots of young white people like that and some young Indians too, I'm
saddened to say. They are just cut off from everybody, even their

relatives and elders.
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And the third thing he said was that people would get too smart.
01d Cherokees meant that people not only would get smart but they
wouldn’t pay any attention to each other either. They would try all
kinds of new things that go against God’s Rule like making up new
religions, making up new political parties, aborting life in the womb
and trying to create it in test tubes, going to the moon, and just
thinking that they were smarter than God. That’s what he meant by too
smart—=-when you get to thinking that you are smarter than God. And I‘ve

seen those things come to pass in my lifetime.

George Redbird said that when you figure out what the fourth thing
is, then you will want to have your children close to you. And I
figured out that fourth thing finally; it took me a long time. You see
these slick roads everywhere, people are deaf and blind, and they are
too smart. All that means that there is no premium put on human wisdom
and human experience mow. And that’s when Americans started putting
their old people away because they don’t need them anymore. They don’t
want to hear about God and they don’t want to hear about what’s right.
They just want to do whatever comes into their heads. They think that
they can figure out everything themselves without ever relying on the
Bible or older people. Now that’s where I think white society is at.
Now that’s not just my thinking, I got that from a pretty smart old
Indian and he was a sight older than I am. He had lived a long time and
seen a lot. Now, if that’s so what he told me and what I figured out
from there, then white society 1is a bad place and some of that trouble
has already rubbed off on Indians. I know Indians who are in that place

that I'm talking about. It’s already happened to some. And like George
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Redbird told me, I sure want my children close around me in these days.
I don’t want them to catch that bad disease.

One thing that you can say about the blacks is that they haven’t
gone that route. Even though they’re in bad shape in some ways, they
sure take care of their old people. You don’t see very many elderly
blacks in old peoples’ homes. They stay with their families. Blacks
deserve a lot of credit for that kind of respect in these times.

Now, these four things that I'm talking about-—one, that whites are
our enemies; secondly, that their way of life is opposed to ours;
thirdly, that they are full of self-doubt; and fourthly, that they are
dying as a people of a bad disease——1 think that this means that we got
to back off and we got to be awful careful about how we get involved
with white society. Now, this is not to say that there aren’t a lot of
good white people. I don’t mean to say that. I feel sorry for them. I
think that there are a lot of good white people who are going down the
drain because of a few. And now with all these different kinds of
shortages and unemployment it looks like the handwriting is on the wall.

Hard times are in the wind. The chickens are finally coming home to

roost, I wish I could do something about it, but our first job——all of
us, all the Indians--is to do what God meant for the Indians to do, and
maybe after that we can teach the whites how you're supposed to live on

this Island here. But right now I think we’ve got to back off and be
mighty careful about this new people who surround us.

You know, Elijah Mohammed, the founder of the Black Muslim move-
ment, said that "white man is the devil." I don’t agree with that, but

it makes more sense for blacks and their situation than Malcolm X who
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said it is all the fault of "the system." Well, I never saw a system
without any people. People make systems and bad people make bad
systems. Those bad people may not be all the people involved. The
majority of whites are good people, but they support the bad omes so
they are responsible for the bad system.

When Malcolm X started talking about "the system' all the white

"white man’s nigger." He got

liberals just loved him. And he became a
those white liberals off the hook and said it wasn’t really their fault,
that it was all "the system." That’s what gets me about all these so-
called radicals and Marxists. Everything is the system’s fault; nobody
did it. That’s a way to delude themselves and to get themselves off the
hooke The Indians, we cant afford to fall into that trap. We have to
recognize that we have to be careful about getting involved with whites
on any level. I am not saying that we should avoid whites altogether.
We should be cautious. I am not so crazy that I think we can just
ignore white society. It isn’t just going to go away. We can’t avoid
contact with it. They are almost as important a factor in our lives now

as the natural world used to be., They determine a lot of our life. And

they press in on us whether we like it or not. That is why we need good
leaders in tribal governments and good Indian organizations. We need to
keep alert and block off moves from whites that are going to hurt us.
But that is differnt from getting involved. That is why we need to give
each move a lot of thought-—-to see if we need to move to counter some-
thing or if we are just getting sucked in. Let me give you an example
of what I mean, I didn’t put in for any of our claims money. I just

didn’t feel right about it. And I am glad I didn’t now, for a number of
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reasons. Nor did I register to vote in the tribal "electioms." I
weighed the benefits over against how much»involvement with whites it
would cost. That’s what I mean. We can’t just blindly respond anymore.
We need to be very careful and thoughtful these days.

I hope nobody thinks I am preaching that we should hate the whites.,
I am sure not in favor of race hatred. I am only saying that we have to
face the reality of our situation in regards to our white brothers. We
are going to have to get hate out of our hearts altogether, hate against
our white brothers or against some of our fellow Indians who don’t
behave to suit us or who we think are traitors to us. You know, hate is
like a rot. It will corrode you. It will sour our medicine. And we
can’t hate whites on the one hand and turn around and really love our
Indian brothers on the other hand.

You know, our old people didn’t hate whites. They understood that
the whites were our enemies, but they thought, well, that’s just the way
it is. It was something that we had to deal with, but it didn’t call
for hating another people. I used to wonder why the biggest white
haters were usually some of our younger, educated Indians. Then I began
to catch on, it is like the hate some people get for a relative who has

done them wrong; maybe like a loved parent who has put you out of their

home for no fault of your own. Well, that’s what I am warning about.
That is one of the reasons we have to be careful about how close we get
to whites. We can’t afford any hate in our hearts if we are to re-
establish God’s Law on the Island.

But I do want to stress that we have to be cautious and look over

each step we take carefully. We can’t just charge off in any direction
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the way we've been doing in the last twenty years. We have harmed
ourselves because of that thoughtlessness. We can’t afford anymore of
that or we will do ourselves in. We will have to think out each move we

make from now on. We are like a man walking on a foot log over a swift

creek. One misstep and we will fall and be swept away.

Part II

Qur Next Move Ahead

Well, so far in this talk to you, I have listed the four things I
think we are going to have to do to re-establish God’s Law on this
Island, and the question that remains now is how we are going to do it.
And I think that the only way that we can accomplish those four things—-
if people agree with me that that’s what we have to do now--is that the
ordinary Indian is going to have to speak out and our elders are going
to have to step forward and assume some leadership. And that’s the bind
we are in now. The ordinary Indian has just kept to himself and tried
to keep away from '"politics" and has given up on having anything to say.
And we, by and large, have let younger, educated Indians assume leader-

ship roles and speak for us.

The Problem of Prestige Concerms

Now I hate to say this, but I think it’s a fact that most of the
young educated Indians--by young I mean under fifty-—have already been
ruined by the education that they’ve gone through. The disease that
affects western civilization, I'm afraid, has rubbed off on our educated

Indians. I think that many of our educated Indians are really more
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