








whites running our communities, these young people will have to go to
cities to get jobs anyhow.

I think that after we take over our schools we could pick out young
people to go to the university. We know what we need, and we know the
young people that we think will do the job. We don’t need for outside

people to take our youngsters and groom them through high school and

then shove them up through universities. OQur older people are the only
ones that are competent to teach Indian culture. And they are the ones
who should select out those young people that they want to get the white
man’s knowledge in the universities. That is a dangerous process,
sending a young Indian to school, away from home. Theilr heads can be
turned easily.

You would be surprised what young Indians pick up in these univer-~
sities, from these pitiful white students. A lot of young Indians in
the 70s picked up all those crazy political ideas about revolution, and
that the Indian religion is the same a hippie mysticism and drugs, and
some of the young Indian women are even being influenced by all this
"modern" craziness. It sure scares me to even think about that. It
makes my blood run cold wheﬁ I hear a young Indian woman run down
bearing children., If these white people want to breed themselves out by
not having kids that’s all right with me. But to hear that from a young
Indian woman gives me the chills. I can’t imagine anybody thinking it
is degrading to have children. They must be crazy. Those children are
God’s gift to us. They are our future, our immortality. They are what

we work for. Our children are our survival as a People, our continuity

over time., But that just goes to show you how easily even a young

71



Indian woman can be influenced in the wrong way, infected by the crazi-
ness of young whites.

Most of the Indian young people who get into trouble or get in jail
are those who are living away from home, or else those who were raised
in the city and are just out on the street. I even knew an Indian girl
in college, away from home, who killed herself. So even an Indian woman
can get her head turmed the wrong way in these times when she is away
from home,

These young white students are examples of the fact that whites
have played out. They are at the end of their road. I hope they don’t
pass their disease to too many of our youngsters.

I hate to see our young people get their heads messed up by all
these foreign ideas that bombard them in school and in the media all the

time. I had a bad experience a couple years ago because of the way

these crazy ideas have affected young Indian women. At the Indian
Ecumenical Conference up at Morley, Alberta, all the delegates from the
southern tribes got together and put down a sacred Fire to help the
meeting. The Navajos even blessed the grounds. Afterwards they told me
to get up and explain to the assembly the rules about the Fire and the
Holy Ground. Now of course there are a lot of rules we need to keep our
medicine strong. And generally since Indian women are more powerful
spiritually by nature than Indian men, there are more restrictions on
them than on men, especially if they are pregnant or in their monthlies.
So I got up, like a dummy, and explained those rules to the gathering.

Well, that was like when the skunk got thrown into the prayer meeting.

Seems like all those young women got mad at me, like I was the sexist of
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the century. I kept trying to explain that I didn’t make up those
rules, that they came down to us from the Beginning. I was just wasting
my breath. One young woman came up to me after I spoke with tears in
her eyes. She said that she had hitch-hiked all the way from Vancouver
just to attend that meeting and now she couldn’t attend because she was
pregnant.,. I really felt sorry for that girl. I told her maybe it would
be all right if she just sat at the edge of the holy ground and
listened. That just made her mad! Two white girls came and jumped on
me, visitors, mind you. I told them those rules didn’t apply to white
girls. I thought they were going to spring at me. Now I was the Indian
racist of all time. I must have been the most unpopular man in camp.

As you can see, those ideas are just confusing our young people.
They are a white peoples’ fight. They are not appropriate to our situ-
ation. Oh, I know the Women’s Lib Movement is going to win out in white
society because the "system" will use it for their own ends. American
society is hell-bent on doing away with all differences among people--
racial, sexual, cultural, regional, or community differences. American
is in the business of massifying and standardizing human beings. The
Women’s Lib Movement will win out in the same way that the Civil Rights
Movement won out and the way that massive school integration is going to
win out. The good points of such movements get played down and the bad
points come to the fore. That’s the trend in this society-~to break up
communities and families. America is creating standard, interchangeable
parts of the big mama machine.

Young Indians hear all the time that there is a struggle in the

world today between capitalism and communism. And they are told they
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have to sign up on one side or the other., Well, to begin with, I don't
see any big struggle going on. I see a lot of little countries getting
mashed up, but the communists and the capitalists look to me to be
getting along fine. Even if there was a struggle I wouldn’t care which
one won because I don’t see a dime’s worth of difference between the
two. Both are big bureaucratic monsters stomping the humanity out of
everybody and killing the Earth; systems which oppress the little man
and create a leader class of ruthless, ambitious men; and both systems
value power, privilege, material goods, and the secular world. The
Bible says that in time a great Behemoth will stalk the earth. I think
that the Behemoth is here now. Some places it is called capitalism and
some places call it communism. The tribal people in Siberia or south
China have about the same chance we Indians have over here on this
side~-not much.

There are quite a few Indians who work for the American business
class against their own people. I guess that you have to expect some of
that in the citadel of capitalism, the United States. But I never
thought that Indians would have to butter up to the Marxists. I was
wrong. There are a few so-called Indian leaders who are now apologists
for the Marxist government in Nicaragua; saying that the Nicaraguan

officials are not really persecuting the Miskitu Indians in eastern
Nicaragua, that it is the U.S. government which is causing all the
trouble there. I don’t think they’ve convinced very many people,

especially among the Miskitus. But it does make you a little sick at

the stomach.
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You know, I think most people in different parts of the world are
beginning to catch on that Marxism is no alternative to capitalism and
they don’t want either one. Some of them ére looking to their own
tradition to guide them now. I think that is what is happening in Iran
and that is what the Pope told the Indians both in old Mexico and in
Guatemala when he visited those countries.

I guess I'm a little leery of young, middle-class American students
because I got fooled by the hippie movement of the 60s. I heard all
those white kids talking about being against materialism and about how
we ought to love one another. I knew that most of them were talking
drugs, but I just put that down to their youth and inexperience. I was
really impressed by that love business. I thought maybe that whites
were finally going to become Christians. Then it wasn’t long before the
same kids were rioting, blowing up bathrooms, and talking about revo-
lution. Nowadays most of them are solidly socked into the "system,”
gouging everybody just like their daddies did. I feel like I‘ve been
taken down the primrose path, like I‘ve been "had." I fear for our
young Indians in those universities now.

You can see why we need to select the Indian students ourselves
that go to universities. We need to select out somebody strong that can
stand up under all the attractions and confusions in white society. We
don’t need people to go to universities so they can be lost to us. We
would not only have to be careful about who we pick, but we would also
have to give them some moral support. We would need to keep instructing
them about what we expect out of them and help them out as much as we

can and any way we can. As it is now, outside institutions are doing all
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of that for our young people and it’s all done in the name of Indians
and for the good of the Indian community. But regardless of all the
words, it’s still the same thing, that outsiders tend to capture our
young people and take themvaway.

If Indian programs at universities would help provide a real home
away from home for our young people and help guide them the way we, as a
people, are going, then they would be a great asset to us.

You know, there are great religious monuments all over this Island
that the Indians built. There is a great pyramid near East St. Louis,
Illinois, that is bigger than the pyramids of Egypt. The great reli-
gious grounds in southern Ohio were built before the time of Christ.

Why don’t they take those Indian students to places like that? Let
those kids really feel how much of this Island is truly ours. Let them
get a sense of our ancient roots in this land and their place in that
string of time from the Beginning. Students are taught that the Indians
were just sitting around waiting for something to happen, just vege—
tating for thousands of years. They are taught it is like the white man

came and then you had "history,"

a lousy little 400 years! Students
should visit those monuments with some old Indians and learn something

about us, who we are through time on this Island, and their part of

carrying forward the torch of that timeless Law.
We've got to get control of these grade schools and high schools or

else take our children out of them and not let something like Indian
culture classes deceive us~-like we’re having something to say about
those schools. And further, I think, we are going to have to select out

those young people that want to go to universities and give them a lot
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of support, and stop acting as if these Indian programs at universities
are doing the job for us because they are not. They are doing just the
opposite. This situation has gone on too long now and we can’t wait any
longer to do something about it. It is upsetting our community inter-
nally, with what these young people are picking up in school. Not only
does the school separate them from us and we don’t have time to talk or
teach them, but it also takes them away from us. Most Indian university
students today, I think, will end up being part of whites and they will
be lost to us.

Now that’s just some of the things I think we have to be thinking
about, in order to do this second thing--to bring about harmony in our
own communities. So that when we re—establish our own Rule, it can
really work and we can get back to the place that we ought to be, where

we can have a good life and so this land can flourish.

The White Man’s Power

Universities and education can teach a young Indian a lot of
different things——skills and information. You can learn a lot in a
university if you just apply yourself and take advantage of all the
resources there. Even if you don’t get much out of the classes, those
college libraries are chock full of books on every subject. When I went
to college, I used to spend a lot of time in that library reading on my
own, not just for my classes. And I was carrying a full class load and

working at a job too. So I know Indian students nowadays have plenty of
time to learnm on their own, if they want to. That college library is
the door to a lot of different worlds. But you can’t sit around waiting

for some professor to spoon feed you some knowledge you are interested
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in. You've got to stir around yourself and do a lot on your own. A
person has to educate their own self.

When I was a kid we used to see a few white men around wearing
suits and white shirts, carrying papers and fountain pens. When those
kind of people came to the house we used to hide and act like nobody was
home. We knew when those kind of white men talked to the Indians
something happened to us. (In these days, some of those kind of "white
men" are brown.) You might lose you land or get hauled into court for
something or have your kids taken off to boarding school or something
unpleasant. Every time the Indian got tangled up in that white man’s
maze of the English language, law courts, and so on we lost out some
way. We knew that the weapon they used against us was that paper with
the English writing on it. That was the white man’s power. It was like
a kind of war medicine they worked to keep the Indians down. We didn’t
know how to handle that way of doing. We got confused and didn’t know
how to fight back. That’s one of the reasons I went to college; to
learn the secret of the white man’s power, to learn how to use those
papers in that way., I didn’t want to be like a clay pigeon at a skeet

shoot any more of my life, And I was lucky enough to get into college,
right after World War II. It was just an accident that I got through

high school, much less on to college.
By the time I was in my late twenties, I thought I knew a lot about

the white man’s way., I had worked a lot of jobs——worked in the mines
and in factories, worked on construction and as a 'pearl diver," been a
cowboy and a trail packer, worked on a railroad and as a logger, and so

on. And, of course, I had been to college. I thought I understood the
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whites. But in all those jobs I had to simply show up for work on time,
do what T was told, and work hard., In college I went to class, studied
my assignments, and took the tests. I didn’t know that all I knew about
the white man’s world was just how to follow orders and work hard. A
lot of white people also live out their lives in that manner, but that’s
not the way that the whites who run things do it. That’s not the real
power the whites have.

I found out most of all that in my late twenties. A white big—shot
friend of mine asked me if I wanted a job administering a project for
hime I took him up on it. I had an office with a desk and I was a
project head. Every day I went into my office and sat behind my desk,
waiting for somebody to tell me what to do or for that project to
"appear" before me so I could handle whatever needed to be handled. Of
course, none of that happened. Instead, after I had sat behind my desk
staring around for a couple of weeks that project came crashing down on
my head. I had sat there and let everything come unglued and get out of
control. Of course, I panicked, but my friend jumped into the fray and
bailed me out. 1 spent the next six months running around with pretty
sweaty palms, but I learned, the hard way, how to run a project.

The first thing I learned is that there wasn’t any such thing as a
project in reality, like say a tree is real. Somebody just makes up
that project in their head and puts it down on paper. Then if everybody
agrees that there 'really" is that project, you have got a chance of
creating it, making it come true. You break that project down into it’s

component parts in your own head and line up those parts in your head,

just like a little kid lines up his tin soldiers on the floor. They you
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start moving those parts, bringing them into being, looking way ahead to
see nothing interferes with your moving of those parts, adding parts,
subtracting parts, and in the end something happens way in the future
just like you are "seeing." You might get a car to come off an assembly
line, or a submarine to work right, or win an election.

When I learned how you run a project, it scared me. It seemed to
me that powerful whites sat inside their own heads, making up the world,
planning out how they were going to make that creation real, putting it
down in words on paper, getting agreement on that creation and those
plans, and then creating something concrete by that procedure,

You take this space program. First they created a space agency.
Then the men in that agency made up an organizational chart of admini-
strators, scientists, and technologists. Then they hired these
specialists and fitted them into the slots on that organizational chart.
Then they got the money they needed and bought talent, resources, and
material. They created in their heads that great "machine" made out of

men, talent, money, and material; a machine to run through time, with

planning chains dovetailed into each other, pointed toward a goal. And

1t

sure enough they put a man {(one of the units of that "machine'") on the

moon several years ago. That’s the real power of the white man—-—that
ability to create in your own head and then bend the world around to
bring it into creation.

It is like an old Indian said one time, "The white man takes a

piece of paper and he draws the shape of land on it. Then he draws

lines on that paper and he says, '"On one side of that line is my land
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and on the other side is your land. Yet when you walk over the earth
you can’t find that line at all."

That power that whites have is scary,.if you just think about it.
It can almost work miracles. If whites would use it right they could
create a decent world for all of us. But it is like any power that
comes only from men., It has its limits and if it gets out of control it
can be destructive. You can’t help people out with one of those
"machines." You will just break people apart from one another and hurt
them that way. And if you organize a big governmental bureaucracy that
way you will not only make it inhuman and take power away from citizens,
but you will also make it inefficient. That way of organizing is not
appropriate for any government, especially for Indian tribal
governments.

And you can’t have a persom be only a slot in one of those
"machines." That just dries up a human being., Those '"machines" are
getting out of control, sucking up all the earth’s resources and spit-
ting out junk and garbage. We are liable to drown in our own litter and
garbage here in North America. And you can only bend the world around

so far before things will kick back on you.

I was almost thirty years old before I began to get some glimmer of
what the white man’s power was all about. And I‘ve still got a long way
to go to really understand it. The Indian world I was raised in was a
million miles away from this modern white man’s world. And my children
aren’t that different from myself when I was young. These kids from

upper middle class white homes get a gut understanding of that white

man’s power when they are little, just from seeing the kind of people
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their parents are and the way their parents treat them. I wouldn’t like
to see our young people turn into middle class whites. I want to see
them continue our own peoplehood, but I would like to see them get some
undgrstanding of that white man’s power. I don’t think many of them are
going to get that understanding in school, even in college. Maybe we
ought to start come kind of cultural exchange program with whites. We
could teach them how to hunt or how to relax if they’ll teach us how to
run a corporation. Then maybe we would know how to use that power, and
know what it is good for and what it is not good for. We need to learn

more than just how to follow orders or look at the rule book.

The White Man’s Wisdom

There is something else I think Indian students miss out on in
college. You know, the white man’s civilization has lived through some
hard times and different kinds of conditioms. There have been some
great poetry and literature written by Europeans during those times,
real wisdom about the human condition., Most of our kids are locked into
technical courses in college and miss most of that poetry and liter-
ature., At most, they just get a hop, skip, and jump through several
thousand years of European thinking and writing; and just a shallow
interpretation from their teachers. They don’t get a look at the white
man at his best.

Some of this literature and poetry has a lot to say to us——tribal
people butting up against big civilization. Northern Europe went
through that many years ago, and the Irish just recently., We need to

have our students look well into that wisdom.
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