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Schwaz, Tyrolean for Schwarz, i.c., Black, is
an old silver town because of the black ore that

became known as “schwarzite’.

It was at the 300 years old Benedictine Stifi
Fiecht in Schwaz that the Seventh International
Svmposium on Cultural Heritage in Geosciences,
Mining and Metallurgy was held in October

2005.

chwaz is about 20 kilometers

east of Innsbruck where Maxi-

milian [ (1459-1519), Emperor
of the Holy Roman Empire founded
the Mint in Hall nearby Schwaz. It
was there that the large silver coin
the “Gulden” was first minted in
1486 to replace the gold coin that
became well known all over the
world for over two centuries. Hall, as
the name indicates, was also an old
salt mining town that was founded
to exploit the deposit discovered in
1230 in the mountains and continu-
ed production till 1967. Schwaz was
the second largest town in Austria
after Vienna during the Middle Ages
because of its rich silver mines. In
1556 the Schwazer Bergbuch was
available as a hand-written manu-
script with a number of colored dra-
wings; it was published for the first
time in 1988.
To the conference inety nine parti-
cipants came from 21 countries as
follows:
Albania - 1, India - 1, Portugal - 1,
Austria - 42, Israel - 1, Romania
- 1, Canada - 2, Italy - 5, Russia
- 6, Czech Republic - 2, Mexico - 1,
Serbia - 1, Egypt - 1, Netherlands
- 1, Slovakia - 4, Germany - 20,
Norway - 2, Slovenia - 2, Hungary
-1, Poland - 1, USA - 3
Papers presented at the symposium
were in German, in English, and
one in Russian. The topics varied
from biographies of famous or
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unknown geologists
to the traditions of
mining students at
the first schools of
mines; from archeo-
logical excavations
in remote regions in
Canada to the history
of cartography. The
wide variation in topics gives this
symposium its special cultural cha-
racteristics.

Preservation of the heritage
of mining and metallurgy

The presenters of the papers also
varied from young university stu-
dents to long time retired profes-
sors and professionals in the mining
industry; and from active librarians
and museum curators to consul-
ting engineers. Although the group
appears to be quite hetrogeneous,
yet they are all devoted to one goal
- the preservation of the hertitage of
the geosciences, mining, and metall-
urgy. The colorful book of abstracts
in 200 pages that was available at
the conference attests to the serious-
ness of the participants towards their
goal. It was edited by Tillfried Cer-
najsek, Christoph Hauser, and Wolf-
gang Vetters, all are geologists from
the Austrian Geological Surveys in
Vienna. A proceedings volume is
planned in the near future.

The conference was organized by Dr.
Christoph Hauser who recently reti-
red, and was assisted by a number of
co-workers. The programme included
visits to the silver mine in Schwaz,
the Mint in Hall, the Museum of the
Alpine Verein in Innsbruck, a recep-
tion by the Mayor of Schwaz, a visit
to Swarovski Crystal World, and a
visit to the Benedictine Stift Fiecht

Museum. Incidentally the Swarov-
ski family resided in Schwaz in the
late 1800's when Daniel Swarovski
of Austria began a career in stone
cutting and crystal manufacture.
Inspired by Thomas Edison after a
trip to a World's Fair, he patented a
machine to cut jewelry stones to per-
fection and expanded the use of this
technology to include cutting crystal
chandelier pieces. He perfected the
purity of leaded glass crystal to a
state of flawless brilliance and beca-
me world famous for his art work.
The idea of symposia on cultural
heritage originated in the early 1990s
by Dr. Peter Schmidt (1939-1999)
then director of the library of the
Mining Academy in Freiberg, when
he sent a call for papers for a con-
ference to be devoted to the Cultu-
ral Heritage in Geosciences, Mining,
and Metallurgy and to be held in
his home town. The response was
favorable and the conference took
place September 20 - 23, 1993. The
proceedings of this conference were
edited by T. Cernajsek, L. Jontes, and
P. Schmidt and published in 1996 by
the Geological Survey of Austria in
391 pages as volume 35 of Berichte
der Geologischen Bundesanstalt in
Vienna. The volume was composed
of 61 papers of which 11 are in Eng-
lish and the rest in German, and 28
abstracts of which 2 are in English
and the rest in German. The titles
of papers and abstracts are given in
German and in English.

The "Iron library" and the
"Salinenbibliothek"

This collection of papers forms an
important document in the history
of geology, mining, and metallurgy.
There is a wealth of information in
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