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ABSTRACT 
This paper provides an updated overview of U.S. imports from Mexico with 

an 'emphasis 0n determining how these imports have changed since the 
implementation ofNAFTA. Some researchen have suggested that the Mexican trade 
pattern hi& changed little since NAFTA; the results presented here suggest the 
opposite qnclusion. The changes that have occurred in the sectoral distribution of 
U.S. imports from ~ e x i c o  are explored with an emphasis on the role of the NAFTA 
tariff changes, the historical sectoral growth trend. the share of Mexican imports of 
total imports, and growth trends in U.S. imports fmm other nations. U.S. imports 
from Mexiw have grown the, fastest since 1994 in those sectors which have 
experienced the largest duty reductions under NAFTA and in those; sectors where 
U.S. imports from other nations have increased the fastest. U.S. imports from Mexico 
have grown the slowest in those sectors which were experiencing the fastest growth 
prior to NAFTA and in those sectors where Mexico already had a significant share 
of total U.S. imports. Thus, generally, the "successful" sectors before NAFTA have 
been the "unsuccessful" sectors after NAFTA. Although all of these factors are 
statistically significant in explaining the sectoral changes with have occurred since 
NAFTA, these sectoral changes remain largdy uhexplained. 

Two fairly simple questions have been Nsed about how the NAFTA has 

altered U.S. imports from Mexico: 1) has the volume of these imports been 

significantly a l t ed ,  and 2)hasthe sectoral distribution of these imports been altered 

by the tariff cuts incorporated ik the NAFTA. The ,foreign &change crisis and 

resulting &onomicdeprcssion in Mexico ha& madk it especially difficult to answer 

tkyquestidns. 1" several recent influential papers, Hinojosaet al. (1997),conclude 

'The views are those of the authbr and db nbt necessarily &resent the ofticial 
positions of the U.S. Department of labor. . 






































