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field. In 1961, the Science Citation Index began publication, making 
the job of citation analysis in the sciences a much simpler one. The 
Arts & Humanities Citation Index was introduced in 1978 (extended 
retrospectively to include 1976 and 1977), and we can expect to see an 
onslaught of citation studies in the humanities based on the information 
contained in this valuable index. 4 

One of the principal uses of citation analysis is in identifying core 
periodicals in an area of research. Lists of core periodicals consist of 
a ranking of the most frequently cited periodicals, usually based on the 
number of citations in the journal literature, and, more often than not, 
these rankings have shown that a majority of citations are taken from a 
very small group of periodicals-disheartening news for librarians who 
put thousands of dollars into journal budgets. 

Citation analysis can also be used to map the obsolescence rate of 
periodical literature, i.e., how quickly a periodical becomes dated by no 
longer being cited. For libraries with space limitations, this can be 
valuable information. Periodicals occupy an ever-growing amount of 
shelf-space, but growth can easily be reduced--or even arrested-if 
not by cancelling subscriptions, then by placing obsolescent issues in a 
central storage area or by acquiring microfilm copies and discarding the 
hard copy. Such is the case with journal materials of the sciences and 
social sciences, which have a very high rate of obsolescence. 

The situation in the humanities, unfortunately, is not quite as simple, 
and this may be one reason why citation studies in the humanities have 
been slow to catch on. Seminal research in art and music has given 
support to the general assumption that journals in the humanities have 
a low rate of obsolescence.s Rey Longyear's 1977 study of six music 
periodicals is a recent example of research that arrives at this conclusion: 

Journal literature in musicology does not "obsolesce" in the sense 
of the comparable literature in the sciences and technology on 
which virtually all the previous studies of journal obsolescence and 
"half-lives" have been based. 6 

Judging from these studies in the humanities, the use of journals de­
clines with age, but not enough to warrant the removal of older volumes. 

Both use studies and citation analysis are valuable tools, but each 
falls short in meeting the requirements of librarians interested in weed­
ing a collection and possibly cancelling subscriptions. The primary fault 
of use studies lies in disagreement among researchers over what exactly 
constitutes library use. Is use circulation? Is use pulling books off 
shelves? 

Citation analysis presents a different type of problem. The process 
traditionally involves counting and analyzing citations in widely cir­
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music is the extremely high rate of obsolescence in the periodical lit­
erature cited by music educators and theorists (Figures 3 & 4). More 
than three-quarters of the music-education citations and seven-eighths 
of the theory citations date from the past twenty-five years. These two 
fields, therefore, behave more like the sciences and social sciences 
than like the humanities, as might be expected. There could be a num­
ber of explanations for this. Periodical indexing in music was sporadic 
and far from thorough before the establishment of Music Index in 
1940; music history was the only area that enjoyed respectable cover­
age during the first half of the century. Another possible reason is the 
simple fact that music theory is, in essence, the scientific study of 
music (in contrast to musicology, which is more closely related to 
the humanities), and music education, being a subfield of education, 
is a social science; therefore, the literature of the two fields behave 
accordingly. 

In summary, a total of 265 periodical titles were cited in the source 
documents; of these, a little under thirty percent were cited more than 
once. When taken as a whole, the periodical literature of music has 
a high rate of obsolescence. Musicologists extend their use over a 
large number of journals having a fairly low rate of obsolescence. Music 
theorists cite a very small group of journals, the majority of which 
become obsolete in a little over ten years. Music educators use a large 
variety of periodicals, which become dated almost as rapidly as those 
of theory; many of the journals concern topics other than music, such 

' 
as general education and psychology. .

How can these findings be applied to serials management in music 
libraries? I am not convinced that the specifics of the present study 
would have any relevance outside the Indiana University Music Library, 
but I believe the general findings of this study-that researchers in 
music rely on a relatively small group of journals that do indeed be­
come obsolescent with age-would be reaffirmed were the study to be 
repeated at other institutions. 

Librarians must now set about determining which periodicals in their 
own collection are likely candidates for cancellation, and negotiate 
within regional networks to decide which library-if any-should retain 
a subscription. Of course, a deluge of subscription cancellations will 
no doubt drive prices even higher, but, being faced with shrinking 
budgets and the exigencies of serial publishers, librarians have no other 
choice. 
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4. For reviews of the Arts & Humanities Citation Index as a tool in music research. see 
Michael A. Keller and Carol A. Lawrence, "Music Literature Indexes in Review," Notes: The 
Quarterly Journal of the Music Library Association 36. no. 3 (March 1980):576-588, and Thomas 
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,
. 

'r
II>

 

28
3 

19
0 

3 - 1875-94 
9 

12

• 
•

18
95

-0
4 

19
05

-1
4 

21 • 1915-24 
28

 
28

• •
 

19
25

-3
4 

19
35

-4
4 

81
 I 
I 

I 
19

45
-5

4 
19

55
-6

4 
19

65
-7

4 

35
 I 19

75
-7

8 

no
. 

o
f 

c
it

a
ti

o
n

s 

ye
ar

 o
f 

p
u

b
li

ca
ti

o
n

 

10
0%

 
99

.6
%

 
98

.3
%

 
96

.5
%

 
93

.5
%

 
89

.4
%

 
85

.4
%

 
73

.6
%

 
46

.1
%

 
5.

1%
 

%
 t
o

ta
l 

(c
um

ul
at

 iv
e)

 

.....
. 

A
G

U
R

E 
I.

 O
bs

ol
es

ce
nc

e 
in

 th
e 

fif
ty

 m
os

t f
re

qu
en

tly
 c

ite
d 

pe
rio

di
ca

ls
"'" 



t 

59
 

82 • 
4 -

pr
e-

18
75

 

4 
4

- -1875-84 18
85

-9
4 

9 -
18

95
-0

4 

41
 

33
 

36
 

I
26

 
21

 

I 
I 

I
• •

 
• 

9 -
19

05
-1

4 
19

15
-2

4 
19

25
-3

4 
19

35
-4

4 
19

45
-5

4 
19

55
-6

4 
19

65
-7

4 
19

75
-7

8 

no
. 

o
f 

ci
ta

ti
o

n
s 

ye
ar

 o
f 

pu
bl

 i
ca

ti
o

n
 

10
0%

 
99

.3
%

 
98

.0
%

 
96

.8
%

 
94

.1
%

 
85

.7
%

 
78

.8
%

 
66

.6
%

 
56

.7
%

 
45

.7
%

 
27

.7
%

 
2.

7%
 

%
 to

ta
l 

p
er

io
d

ic
al

 
ci

ta
ti

o
n

s 
{c

um
ul

at
iv

e}
 

FI
G

U
R

E
 2

. 
O

bs
ol

es
ce

nc
e 

of
 p

er
io

di
ca

ls
 c

it
ed

 i
n 

m
us

ic
ol

og
y 

th
es

es
 a

nd
 d

is
se

rt
at

io
ns

 



25
2 

13
3 

28
 

25
 

no
. 

o
f 

c
it

a
ti

o
n

s 
16

 
5

7 
I 54

 

I
I 

- 19
00

-0
4 

-
19

75
-7

8 
ye

ar
 o

f 
p

u
b

li
ca

ti
o

n
 

10
0%

 
99

.6
%

 
98

.8
%

 
97

.5
%

 
94

.4
%

 
89

.1
%

 
78

.8
%

 
53

.2
%

 
4.

7%
 

%
 to

ta
l 

p
er

io
d

ic
al

 
c
it

a
ti

o
n

s 
(c

um
ul

at
iv

e)
 

F
IG

U
R

E
 3

. 
O

bs
ol

es
ce

nc
e 

o
f 

pe
ri

od
ic

al
s 

ci
te

d 
in

 m
us

ic
 e

du
ca

ti
on

 t
he

se
s 

an
d 

di
ss

er
ta

ti
on

s 

19
05

-1
4 

19
15

-2
4 

-
- 19

25
-3

4 
19

35
-4

4 
19

45
-5

4 
19

55
-6

4 
• 

19
65

-7
4 
• 

~

 



~

 

10
4 

70
 

14
 

no
. 

o
f 

ci
ta

ti
o

n
s 

3 
3

3
1 -

17
 

I
I 

19
05

-1
4 - 19

15
-2

4 
19

25
-3

4 - 19
35

-4
4 - 19

45
-5

4• 19
55

-6
4 

19
65

-7
4 

19
75

-7
8• 

ye
ar

 o
f 

p
u

b
li

ca
ti

o
n

 

10
0%

 
98

.6
%

 
98

.1
%

 
96

.7
%

 
95

.3
%

 
87

.4
%

 
54

.9
%

 
6.

5%
 

%
to

ta
l 

p
er

io
d

ic
al

 
ci

ta
ti

o
n

s 
(c

um
ul

at
iv

e)
 

H
G

V
R

E
 4

. 
O

bs
ol

es
ce

nc
e 

o
f 

pe
ri

od
ic

al
s 

ci
te

d 
in

 m
us

ic
 t

he
or

y 
th

es
es

 a
nd

 d
is

se
rt

at
io

ns
 

.. 



.. 
,
 

TA
BL

E 
1 

GE
NE

RA
L 

ST
A

TI
ST

IC
S 

ar
ea

 o
f 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

n
 

ftJ
SI

 C
 T

HE
OR

Y 

M
US

 I
C

 E
DU

CA
TI

 O
N 

# 
o

f 
so

ur
ce

 
do

cs
. 

25
 

2
0

 

to
ta

l 
# 

o
f 

ci
ta

ti
o

n
s 

56
6 

16
18

 

av
er

ag
e 

# 
o

f 
ci

ta
ti

o
n

s 
p

er
 s

ou
rc

e 
do

c.
 

22
.6

 

80
.9

 

PE
RI

O
D

IC
A

LS
 

# 
o

f 
! I 

cl
 t

at
lo

n
s 

i %
 t

o
ta

l 

: I 

21
5 

I 
40

.0
%

 
I 

52
1 

I 
32

.2
%

 

av
er

ag
e 

p
er

 s
ou

rc
e 

do
c.

 

8
.6

 

26
.1

 

BO
OK

S 
(e

xc
lu

di
ng

 s
co

re
s)

 

# 
o

f 
av

er
ag

e 
ci

ta
ti

o
n

s 
%

 t
o

ta
l 

p
er

 s
ou

rc
e 

do
c.

 

30
0 

53
.0

%
 

12
.0

 

86
1 

53
.2

%
 

43
.1

 

M
US

IC
OL

OG
Y 

A
PP

LI
ED

 
M

US
IC

 

17
 5 

13
88

 

21
7 

81
.6

 

43
.4

 

32
8 65
 

I 
23

.6
%

 

30
.0

%
 

19
.3

 

13
.0

 

88
6 

14
6 

63
.8

%
 

67
.3

%
 

52
.1

 

29
.2

 

TO
TA

L 
67

 
37

89
 

56
.6

 
11

29
 

29
.8

%
 

16
.9

 
21

94
 

58
.0

%
 

32
.8

 

,. 

~

 

.....
..
 



48 THE SERIALS LIBRARIAN 

TABLE 2
 

THE FIFTY MOST FREQUENTLY CITED PERIODICALS
 

ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF CITATIONS 

% total 
periodicalRank citations citations (cum.) 

Music Educators Journal 100 8.9 

Journal of Music Theory 12.7 

The Musical Quarterly 16.4 

3 Perspectives of New Music 42 20. I 

Journal of Research in Music Education. 30 22.7 

6 Etude 28 25.2 

The Music Review. 23 27. 3 

7 Journal of the American Musicological 

Society 23 29.1 

9 Music Journal 21 3 I .2 

9 Clavier 21 33.0 

11 Music & Letters. 20 34.8 

12 American Music Teacher 14 36.0 

12 Tempo. 14 37. 3 

14 Musical Times. 13 38.4 

15 The Score. 12 39.5 

16 Journal of Educational Psychology. 11 40.5 

17 The American Journal of Psychology 1 I) 41.7 

17 Musik und Kirche 10 42.2 

17 Melos. 10 43.1 

17 School Musician. III 44.0 

21 Die Musikforschung 9 44.8 

21 Journal of Experimental Psychology 9 45.6 

21 2eitschrift fur Musikwissenschaft. 9 46.4 

24 Acta musicologica. 8 47.1 

24 Musical Courier. 8 47.8 

24 Instrumental ist. 8 48.5 .. 
24 Recherches sur la musique fran~aise 

classique. 8 

28 Archiv fur Musikwissenschaft 7 

28 Diapason 7 
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TABLE 2 (cont.) 

28 Neue Zeitschrift fur Musik 

28 Phi Delta Kappan 

28 Sammelbande der internationalen Musik­

gesellschaft 7
 

28 Monatshefte f~r Musik-Geschichte 7
 

34 Schweizerische Musikzeitung. 6
 

34 Musical America. 6
 

34 Musical Opinion. 6
 

34 The Psychological Review 6
 

34 The Journal of Aesthetic Education 6
 

34 Tijdschrift der Vereniging voor Nederlandse
 

Muziekgeschiedenis 6
 

40 Notes. 5
 

40 Art Education.
 

40 Musica disciplina. 5
 

40 Revue de musicologie 5
 

40 The Saturday Review.
 

45 Modern Music
 

45 The Piano Quarterly. 4
 

45 The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism 4
 

45 The Journal of General Education
 

45 Psychonomic Science. 4
 

50 College Music Symposium.
 

50 Journal of the Acoustical Society of America
 

50 The Monthly Musical Record 3
 

50 The Music Forum.
 

51.1 

51.7 

52. 3
 

53.0 

53.5 

54.0 

54.6 

55.1 

55.6 

56.2 

56.6 

57.0 

57.5 

57.9 

58.4 

58.7 

59.1 

59.4 

59.8 

60.1 

60.4 

60.7 

60.9 

61.2 

• 
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TABLE 3 

PERIODICALS CITED IN THEORY THESES AND DISSERTATIONS 
% total 
periodicalRank # citations citations (cum.) 

Perspectives of New Music. 41 19.1 

Journal of Music Theory. 37 36.3 

Tempo ... 13 42. 3 

4 The Musical Quarterly. 11 47.4 

The Score .... 11 52.6 

6 The Music Review 10 57.2 

Me 1os. . . . . 8 60.9 

8 Musical Times. 64.1 

9 Music & Letters. 66.5 

10 Journal of Research in Music Education 68.8 

11 The Saturday Review. 70.7 

12 The Music Forum. 72. I 

13 Modern Music .. 73.5 

14 College Music Symposium. 74.4 

TABLE 4
 

PERIODICALS CITED IN MUSIC EDUCATION THESES AND DISSERTATIONS
 

% total 
periodical 

Rank # citations citations (cum.) 

Music Educators Journal 99 19.0 

Etude 27 24.2 

Journal of Research in Music Education. 22 28.4 

4 Music Journal 21 32.4 

5 Clavier 19 36.1 

6 American Music Teacher. 13 38.6 

Journal of Educational Psychology 11 40.7 

8 School Musician 10 42. 6 

9 The American Journal of Psychology. 9 44.3 

10 Journal of Experimental Psychology. 9 46.1 

11 Instrumental ist 8 47.6 

12 Ph i De I t a Kappan. 7 48.9 
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TABLE 4 (cont.) 

13 The Journal of Aesthetic Education. 

14 Art Education 

15 The Psychological Review. 

16 The Musical Quarterly 

17 The Journal of General Education. 

18 The Elementary School Journal 

18 Diapason. 

18 The Harvard Educational Review. 

18 Music & Letters 

18 Musical Courier 

18 The Piano Quarterly 

18 Social Education. 

25 American String Teacher 

25 Archives of Psychology. 

25 The Journal of General Psychology 

25 The Journal of Musicology 

25 Journal of Personality. 

25 The Journal of Psychology 

25 Journal of the Acoustical Society of 

25 Music Teacher 

25 Musical America 

25 The National Elementary Principal 

25 Psychological Monographs. 

6 

5 

4 

4 

2 

America 

50.1 

51.1 

52.0 

52.8 

53.6 

54.1 

54.7 

55.3 

55.9 

56.4 

57.0 

57.6 

58.0 

58.3 

58.7 

59.1 

59.5 

59.9 

60.3 

60.7 

61.0 

61.4 

61.8 
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TABLE 5 

PERIODICALS CITED IN MUSICOLOGY THESES AND DISSERTATIONS 

Rank 

The Musical Quarterly. 

Journal of the American Musicological 

Society. 

Music & Letters. 

4 The Music Review 

5 Zeitschrift fur Musikwissenschaft. 

6 Acta musicologica. 

7 Die Musikforsc~ung 

8 Recherches sur la musique fran 1aise 

classique. 

9 Archiv fur Musikwissenschaft 

10 Monatshefte fur Musik-Geschichte 

11 Sammelbande der internationalen 

Mus i kgese 11 schaft. 

12 Tijdschrift der Vereeniging voor Noord-

Nederlands muziekgeschiedenis. 

13 Notes. 

14 Musical Courier. 

15 Revue de musicologie 

16 Musica disciplina. 

17 Musik und Kirche 

18 Haydn Yearbook 

18 Kirchenmusikalisches Jahrbuch. 

18 Musica 

18 Musical Times. 

18 Schweizerische Musikzeitung. 

18 Studia musicologica. 

citations 

25 

20 

10 

9 

9 

8 

8 

6 

6 

5 

5 

2 

2 

2 

% total 
periodical 
citations (cum.) 

7.6 

13.7 

16.8 

19.5 

22. 3 

24.7 

27.1 

29.6 

31. 7 

33.8 

35.7 

37.5 

39.0 

40.5 

42.1 

43.3 

44.2 

44.8� 

45".4� 

46.0 

46.6 

47.3 

47.9 • 




