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The following bibliography represents a compilation of the known published 
writings of my father, Robert K ThomasÄCherokee, scholar, academic, and 
humanitarian. This listing reflects some of his efforts to put into writing 
ideas and thinking that would further the positive development of Native 
communities throughout North America. I feel that these publications demonstrate 
not only an effort to provide an in-depth analysis and adaptation of social 
science theory, but also a small glimpse into the philosophical foundations of 
tribal existence throughout human history. 
 
 My father was a prolific writer who during his lifetime published a 
considerable number of important academic papers. Most of Robert K Thomas' 
writings, however, were never published. Many were simply distributed as 
handouts at workshops, seminars, and the classes he taught. Thousands of pages 
of his research and other scholarly projects are held by organizations and 
individuals throughout the United States and Canada. At least four book-length 
manuscripts which he authored or coauthored remain to be published. An effort is 
now underway by the Center for Indian Scholars, an intellectual think tank 
founded by my father and several of his colleagues, to compile and archive a 
complete collection of his writings, tape recordings, videos, and other creative 
work. As one if its goals, the Center for Indian Scholars plans to publish some 
of this material and eventually to make the Robert K Thomas Archives available 
to as many people as possible. 
 
BOOKS 
 
The History of the True People, The Cherokee Indians. Union Lake, MI: Rick Smith 
Publishers, 1979. Published under the pseudonym, G.P. Horsefly. 
 
Getting to the Heart of the Matter: Collected Letters and Papers. Ed. Daphne T. 
Anderson. Vancouver, BC: Native Ministries Consortium, 1990. 
 
ARTICLES 
 
"Map of North American Indians." Coauthored with Sam Stanley in conjunction with 
Bruce MacLachlan. Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago, 1960. 
 
367 
 
A GOOD CHEROKEE, A GOOD ANTHROPOLOGIST 
 
"The Redbird Smith Movement." In Symposium of Cherokee and Iroquois Cultures. 
Ed. W.N. Fenton and JohnGulich, Bureau of American Ethnology Bulletin No. 180, 
1961. 
 
"American Indians and White People." Coauthored with Rosalie Wax. Phylon XXII 
(1961): 305, 317. Subsequently published in Native Americans Today: Sociological 
Perspectives. Ed. Howard M. Bahr, Bruce A. Chadwick, and Robert C. Day. San 
Francisco: Harper & Rowe Publishers, 1972. 
 
"Pan-Indianism. " Mid-continent American Studies Journal V1 :2 (1965): 7583. 
Subsequently published in The American Indians Today. Ed. S. Levine and Nancy 



Lurie. New York: Penguin Books, 1968; and The Emergent Native Americans. Ed. 
Deward E. Walker. New York: Little, Brown and Co., 1972. 
 
"Powerless Politics." New University ThoughtIV:4 (1967): 3744. Subsequently 
published in Majority and Minority: The Dynamics of Racial and Ethnic Relations. 
Ed. Norman R. Yetman and C. Roy Steel. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon, 
1971. 
 
"Colonialism: Classic and Internal." New University Thought IV:4 (1967): 4~53. 
Subsequently published in The Way: An Anthology of American Indian Literature. 
Ed. Shir Witt and Stanley Steiner. New York: Knopf, 1972. 
 
"The Role of the Church in Indian Adjustment." Kansas Journal of Sociology III:1 
(1967): 20-28. 
 
"Redskins and Rednecks: The Myth of Cherokee Assimilation." Coauthored with 
Albert L. Wahrhaftig. Report for the Special Subcommittee on Indian Education, 
Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 1968. 
 
"Experiment in Cross-Cultural Education, 1962-1967." Coauthored with Sol Tax. 
Report of the University of Chicago for the Special Subcommittee on Indian 
Education, Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 1968. 
 
"Renaissance and Repression: The Oklahoma Cherokee." Coauthored with Albert L. 
Wahrhaftig. Transaction V: 1 (1969): 4248. Subsequently published in Native 
American Today. Sociological Perspectives. Ed. Howard M. Bahr, Bruce A. 
Chadwick, and Robert D. Day. San Francisco: Harper & Rowe, 1972; and Awakening 
Minorities: American Indians, Mexican Indians and Puerto Ricans. Ed. John 
Howard. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 1970. 
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"Education for American Indians: Threat or Promise?" Coauthored with Sol Tax. 
Florida EF Reporter, Special Issue (Spring 1969). 
 
"Indians, Hillbillies and the Education Problem." Coauthored with Albert L. 
Wahrhaftig. Report for the Special Subcommittee on Indian Education, Committee 
on Labor and Public Welfare, 1969. Subsequently published in Anthropological 
Perspectives on Education. Ed. Murray Wax, Stanley Diamond, and Fred Gearing. 
New York: Basic Books, 1971. 
 
"Survey Report to the Anglican Church of the Western Region of the Northwest 
Territories." Coauthored with John A. MacKenzie. In For Every North American 
Indian Who Begins to Disappear, I Also Begin to Disappear: General Essays on 
Canadian Indian Life. Toronto, Canada: Neewin Publishers, 1970. 
 
"Anthropologists and the American Indians." Coauthored with Jack Frisch. New 
University Thought (Spring 1971). 
 
"A Conversation with Bea Medicine and Robert K Thomas." Coauthored with Bea 
Medicine. In Educating the Educator. Ed. RH. Sandstrom and Barbara Segal. St. 
Lawrence University, 1971. 
 



"Indians, Folk-whites and 'The System'." Coauthored with Albert L. Wahrhaftig. 
In The American Indian Reader: Education. Ed. Jeanette Henry. San Francisco: The 
Indian Historian Press, 1972. 
 
"Cross-Cultural Cannibalism." Special issue of New University Thought (Spring 
1974). Ed. Robert K. Thomas andJack Frisch. 
 
"Native American Communities of Eastern United States." In Technical 
ProblemsinIndian Education Vol. 3 (1974). Navajo Community College. 
 
"The Tribe as an Ideal Type." Varieties of Man and Society, Journal of 
University Studies Vol. 2, Nos. 14 (Summer 1975). Ed. Alfred Feinstein. 
 
"Current Social and Demographic Trends Among North American Indians." Coauthored 
with Sam Stanley. American Indians Today, The Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science, V:436. Ed. Ylnger and Simpson. March, 1978. 
 
"Cherokee Communities in the South." Consortium of American Indian 
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Title IV Programs of Southeastern Michigan, 1979. 
 
,, 
 
"The History of Indian Alcohol Use as a Community Based Phenomenon." Cultural 
Factors in the Analysis and Treatment of Alcohol Abuse. Indianopolis, IN: Wesley 
Press, 1979. Subsequently published in Americans Before Columbus, Vol. 10, No. 
3. National Indian Youth Council, Albuquerque, NM, 1981. 
 
"Community and Institution Among American Indians." Traditional and Non-
traditional Services in American Indian Mental Health. Ed. Yvonne A. Red Horse, 
Edwin Gonzalez-Santini, Patricia A. Tolson-Gonzalez, and Sydney Bean. Tempe, AZ: 
Arizona State University, 1980. 
 
"The Sacred Nationalism." Proceedings of the Conference on Indian Issues of the 
Eighties. Claremore College, Oklahoma, 1980. 
 
"Who Is an Indian? An International Comparison." Americans Before Columbus. 
National Indian Youth Council, Albuquerque, NM, 1982. 
 
"The Social Implications of Language Loss." Americans Before Columbus. National 
Indian Youth Council, Albuquerque, NM, 1982. 
 
"The Taproots of Peoplehood." Americans Before Columbus, Vol. 10, No. 4. 
National Indian Youth Council, Albuquerque, NM, 1981. 
 
"Mental Health: American Indian Tribal Societies." American Indian Families: 
Daft. .9t.rat.P~Uie~s and C~ommunit~ Health. Ed. Waye [WAYNE?] Mitchell. 
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American Projects, Tempe, AZ: Arizona State University, 1982. 
 



"The Sociology of Indian Religions." Americans Before Columbus, Vol. 3, No. 2. 
National Indian Youth Council, Albuquerque, NM, 1985. 
 
"Impediments to Analysis." Americans Before Columbus, Vol. 13, No. 3. National 
Indian Youth Council, Albuquerque, NM, 1985. 
 
"The Vanishing Indian." Americans Before Columbus, Vol. 14, No. 2. National 
Indian Youth Council, Albuquerque, NM, 1986. 
 
"Position Paper on Tribal Government." American Indian Tribes in the 21st 
Century. Native American Educational Services, Chicago, IL, 1986. 
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"Language and Culture: Persistence, Change, and the Dissolution of Tribal 
Society." American Indian Tribes in the 21st Century. Native American Services, 
Chicago, IL, 1986. 
 
"The Metis Peoplehood: An Afterword." The New Peoples: Being and Becoming Metis 
in North America. Ed. Jacqueline Peterson and Jennifer Brown. Winnepeg, 
Manitoba, Canada: University of Manitoba Press, 1986. 
 
"New Direction in Indian Purpose." Position Papers on Tribal Government. Native 
American Educational Services, Chicago, IL, 1988. 
 
"Alternative Paradigms Available for Research on American Indian Families: 
Implications for Research and Training." Discussion in The American Indian 
Family: Strengths and Stresses. Proceedings of the Conference on Research 
Issues, April 17-19, 1980, Phoenix, AZ. Ed. Fred Hoffman. Ideta, NM: American 
Indian Social Research and Development Associates, Inc., 1981. Also in same 
book, "Recommendations and Summary Statements." 
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