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Preface

Urban areas produce a series of environmental problems arising from the consumption
of natural resources and the consequent generation of waste and pollution. These
problems that continue to grow in our society require the development of new solu-
tions for those urban areas to function at levels of quality of life desired by the commu-
nity. The solutions should not have adverse effects outside as well as inside the urban
boundary,

The problems are compounded by the growth of urban areas in the last two hundred
years. By the beginning of the XIX Century, only 3% of the world's population lived in
cities and there were no more than 20 urban areas with more than 100,000 inhabitants,
At the start of the 37X Century, the figure grew to 10% of the world's population living
in cities. The figure has now increased to 50% and the United Nations has estimated
that by the middle of our century, 62% of the world's population will live in big cities.

These figures represent an average for the whole world but they are much higher for
Europe. From a report by the European Community, 80% of the European population
already lived in cities in 1997; 20% of them in urban centres with more than two and a
half million, another 20%% in middle sized cities and 40% in those of 10,000 to 50,000 in
habitants. These statistics give an idea of the magnitude of the problem discussed in
this bock and the importance of finding sustainable solutions.

This book comprises most of the papers presented at the 2™ International Conference

on Sustainable City, held in Segovia in 2002. This Conference addresses the above
points and the many inter-related aspects of the urban environment with particular
reference to the topics listed in the table of contents of this book ie ;
Strategy and development; planning, development and management; restructuring
and renewal; cultural heritage and architectural issues; land use and management;
environmental management; the community and the city; public safety and security;
traffic and transportation; transport environment and integration; agriculture and the
city; energy resources.

The Meeting, which follows the first conference held in Rio de Janeiro in 2000 was
very successful, attracting a large number of contributions from many different countries,
This led to a very fruitful exchange of views and to many discussions among the
participants, who came from a wide variety of backgrounds. The success of the
Conference was in great part due to the variety of experience amongst the participants.

The Editors are grateful to all the participants for having attended the conference

and to the authors for their excellent prescotations. They are indebted to the members
of the International Scientific Advisory Committee who contributed to the reviewing of
the papers.

The Editors
Segovia 2002






