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{omparing the
African American
and Oromo Movements

Asafa Jalata

The book compares and contrasts
the African American and Oromo
movements in the glebal context. It
shows how life chances changed for
the two peoples as the modern
world system developed and became
mere complex. This global system
racialized explaitative structures in
African American and Oromo soci-
eties and facilitated the national
struggles of these two peoples. This
work demonstrates the dynamic
interplay between social structures
and human agencies. African
Americans in the United States of
America and Qromos in the
Ethiopsan Empire developed their
respective liberation movements in
opposition to racial/ethnonational
ultural and cotonial

oppression, ¢




CHAPTER I

The Development of
African American Nationalism

i

We know through painful experience that freedomn is never voluntarily given by the op-
pressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed.

—Martin Luther King, Jr.!

Power in defense of Feedom is greater than power in behalf of tyranny and oppression,
because pawer, real power, comes from conviction, which produces action, uncompro-
mising action, It also produces insurrection against oppression. This is the only way you
end oppression—with power. '

—Malcolm X3

lack nationalism,? as an idealogical, intellectual, political, and cultural manifes-

tation of the African American movement, aimed to challenge American racist
capitalist structures and to redefine the relationship berween Black and White
Americans so that American apartheid could be dismanded and Black America could
be liberated and developed. It developed in opposition to White racial and colonial
domination, culmural hegemony, exploitation, and paverty. This nationalism manifested
itself in chree overlapping forms: cultural, reformist and revolutionary. Too much em-
phasis has been given to its reformist aspect, which is the Civil Rights movement, and
the cultural and revolutionary aspects of this movement have been suppressed by the
media, politicians, and scholars ideologically, politically, and intellectually The primary
focus on the Civil Rights movement, without integrating it with cultural and revolu-
tionary aspects of this nationalism, has limited our understanding of the Black national
movement and its main objectives. The Black struggle for freedom had different
forms, ideologies, tactics, and strategies in the nineteenth and twenteth centuries.
Over the past 35 years, scholars have dichotornized Black nationalism and the Civil
Rights movement by focusing on their strategic and ideological differences and by ig-
noring the shared objectives of the Black freedom and development movements.
Scholars such as Howard Brotz® and Harold Cruse® originated this dichotomizing ten-
dency by emphasizing civil rights activism and separately focusing on Black national-
ism, assuning that these were not related and not aspects of a single African American




24 = Fighting Against the Injustice of the State and Globalization

movement. According to Anthony Smith, “Nationalism . . . involves four elernents: a
visior, a culture, a solidarity and a policy. It answers t0 ideological, cultural, social and
political aspirations and needs.”” Since all forms of the Black struggle involved all these
issues that Smith mentions, the Civil Rights movement was ait integral part of Black
nationalism.

The theoretical ideas and historical evidence presented in this chapter suggest 2
need for reassessment of the African American movement. We cannot understand
comprehensively and critically the character of this movement without studying its
cultural and revolutionary fortus, and how these forms were connected to the Civil
Rights movement, the movement that atcempted to integrate African Americans into
a larger society politically, culturally, and economically. The legal success of the Civil
Rights movement had overshadowed the major issues that were raised by Black cul-
tural and revolutionary nationalists. This chapter explores the three forms of the Black
national struggle and demonstrates that the Civil Rights movement was an integral
part of Black nationalism, 2 part that cannot be understood adequately by itself. It also
reevaluates the features and impact of the Black movement in order to explain the
complex problems of the Black commurity in America.

Redefining African American Nationalism

As the enslavement of Africans occurred in global capitalism, their struggle for Libera-
tion also developed as a part of the struggle of the enslaved and colonized ethnona-
tional groups in the racialized capitalist world system. Through colonial expansion and
racial slavery, global capitalism brought together various European, African, and indige-
nous population groups in 2 political unit that Tater became the United States. The Eu-
ropean colonialists racialized this polidcal unit © commit genocide and perpetuate the
exploitation and oppression of the remaining indigenous Americans and enslaved
Africans by establishing racist structures and policies and by denying to these popula-
tion groups structural assimilation (access to political, economic, and cultural resources)
and civil equality. However, the American racist capitalist structures and institutions
could not totally crush the African American human spirit and cultural resistance. The
creation of a racial caste system {slavery and later segregation) and the denial of struc-
rural assimilation and equal citizenship rights to the African American people based on
the ideology of racism facilitated the emergence of Black nationalism.

Further, there were subjective and objective factors that dialectically interplayed
and contributed to the development of this nationalism. Although the enslaved
Africans were de-Africanized to a certain degree, isolated from their cultural roots, de-
prived of political and economic resources, and eventually dependent on White soci-
ety, they maintained their cultural resistance and developed their nationalism because
of social structural and conjunctural factors that dynamically interplayed with African
American human agency. As we will see, the transformation in American social struc-
tures due to domestic and global economic and political changes, urbanization, and
community formation, the development of indigenous instivations, and the emer-
gence of Black intellectuals who helped politicize collective grievances through pro-
ducing and disseminating social scientific and political knowledge facilitated the
development of Black nationalism.

The literature on the Black struggle does not explain adequately the fearures and
structures of the American racialized capitalist system and the different forms of re-
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sponse to the system by African Americans.? Studies of this struggle also fail to address
comprehensively and critically the historical and sociological factors that necessitated
the development of Black nationalism, the interconnection between the political
economy of racism and poverty, and the persistent crises of the African American
comnunity. Most scholars in the area of African American studies also fail to explain
the different forms of Black nationalism and the relationships among them. Further-
more, these scholars and others do not consider the Civil Rights movement as a form
of African American nationalism.® This chapter demonstrates that since Civil Rights
activists and revolutionary and cultural nationalists struggled for African American
freedom, they were an integral part of the Black national movement, a movement that
promoted an emancipatory ideological, intellectual, cultural, and political project'® to
challenge the racist capitalist establishment.

The African American movement took a political and cultural action and de-
manded to deracialize the American state so that African Americans would get equal
access to state power and cultural and economic resources or to create an African
American state. There is no question that White America delayed the development of
Black national leadership for almost three and a half centuries by denying African
Americans the opportunitics necessary to develop an educated and organized leader-
ship. When slavery was abolished after about two and a half centuries, White society
and its institutions developed Jim Crow laws (segregation laws) and practiced
apartheid by denying African Americans the structural assimilation that was necessary
for upward social mobility. It prevented African Americans from sharing American
economic, political, and educational institutions so that they would rermain subordi-
nated to and serve the interests of White society as servants and cheap laborers. Al-
though Black nationalism developed as a mass movement in the first half of the
twéntieth century, it had first emerged in the 1700s."" It took almost one and a half
centuries for this nationalism to develop and mature.

Within irs cultural, ideological, and political components, Black nationalism mani-
fested reformist and revolutionary tendencics. The Civil Rights movement can be seen
as a reformyist movement since its main objective was to achieve equal citizenship rights
for African Americans within the existing social siructure so that they would fully and
equally participate in American institutions.'? As the pillar of the Black struggle for
freedom and civil equality, this movement focused on dismantling the legal infrastruc-
ture of American apartheid. Toking it one step further, the Black revolutionary move-
ment struggled to gain autonomy or independence for Black America so that this
prople would determine their cultural, economic, and political rights. Practically speak-
ing, both branches of the Black movement for civil equality and human dignity aimed
at liberating African Americans from White supremacy, colonial domination, underde-
velopment, and poverty. As we shall see, Black cultural nationalism was the foundation
of the reformist and revolutionary forms of the African American struggle.

Black intellectual and professional groups established cultural, socia, and civil rights
organizations in order to engage their people in a political movement to seek civil
tights or political power through legal and protest actions. The question of survival re-
quires the colonized or eppressed ethnonation to “take on some of the attributes of
nationhood, and adopt a civic model . . . rational political centralization, mass literacy
and social mobilization””!? Different brands of Black nationalists, whether they cnvi-
] ed integration, separation, or cultural autonomy, struggled for desegregation,
‘Luman dignity, and true equality. ™ Therefore, it is wrong to consider only those who
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struggled for separation or cultural autonomy as natonalists since all those who strug-
gled against American apartheid were nationalists, Some revolutionary nationalists also
demanded true equal citizenship rights and multicultural democracy that would em-
pawer African Amcricans, *Behind the revolutionary phrases of the black power mil-
itants,” August Meier and Elliot Rudwick comment, “is usually a profound desire for
an equal share and an equal status in American society.'* Almost all scholars who have
studied the Black struggle have not recognized the existence of different ways to be a
Black nationalist. Whether they operly declared themselves as natonalists or not, all
Blacks who fought for freedom, democracy, hunian dignity, and true equality are con-
sidered narionalists for the purpose of this analysis. Let us locate our discussion in a
broad cultural, historical, and theoretical context,

The Foundation of 8lack Peoplehood and Nationalism

Without locating the enslavement, exploitation, and oppression of enslaved Africans
and their struggle for emancipation in the context of the racialized capitalist world
system, we cannot understand adequacely the chains of historical and sociological fac-
tors that facilitated the emergence and development of their African American peo-
plehood and nationalism. The European-dominated capitalist world economy
developed in Western Europe and then expanded to America and Africa and incor-
porated them throughout the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. {n this process of
incorporation, some endaved Africans were brought to America as slaves “ro mine pre-
cious metals and to develop systems of mass crop production, which provided raw ma-
terials for European manufacturers”** According to Clovis E. Semmes, “The resulting
triangular relationship between Europe, Aftica, and the Americas gave a tremendous
stimulus to Western capitalism and Europe’s industrial revolution, while dooming
African peoples to underdevelopment and dependency”!” Racial slavery turned these
Afvicans into commodities, robbed thcir'humanih,r, and denied all forms of freedom
tor almost two and a half centuries.®®

The collective identity of African American peoplehood developed as a response
to the processes of racial slavery and cultuzal repression. The social construction of
African American peoplehood did not take place in a vacuum, but occurred through
revitalizing African cultural resources that had been carried over from Africa to Amer-
ica and through borrowing cultural elements from Natve Americans and Europeans.
The Africans who were captured by African and European stave hunters from differ-
ent African ethnonational groups and shipped to America did not have a common
culture, language, religion, and history when they arrived in North America as slaves.
Sterling Stuckey notes that “shive ships were the first real incubators of slave uniry
across cultural lines, cruelly revealing irreducible links from one ethnic group to the
other, fostering resistance thousands of miles before the shores of the new land ap-
peared on the horizon. *'® The African Amcrican peoplehood was formed from the
melting pot of varivus African and other ethnonatienal groups in America, Despite
the fact that White slavers made various efforts to break existing social and cultural
bonds and to prevent the formation of sefidarity among enslaved Afticans, they could
nor stop the development of the African Amicrican peoplehood and nationatism. En-
slaved Africans developed cheir peoplehood and cultural resistance despite the fact that
slavers and their institutions separated familics and relatives and suppressed cultural
communications among thenw.
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African Americans are not 2 racial group, but rather an ethnonational group that
developed through the imposition of the process of White cultural domination and
racial oppression.®® Martin Delaney called them “a nation in thewselves.”*! [original au-
' thor’s emphasis] The formation of the African American ethnonational group indicates
how the boundaries of peoplehood can change depending on the sociopolitical mi-
Lien and basic structural features. Explaining similar conditions, Inmanuel Wallerstein
asserts that the group was “'in no sense 2 primordial stable social reality, but a complex,
clay-like historical product of the capitalist world-econonyy through which the an-
tagonistic forces struggle with cach other. We can never do away with peoplehood in
this system nor relegate it to a minor role2 (However, as we will see in this book,
the Oromo case indicates that peoplehood can develop in a precapitlist social for-
mation.) The African American peoplehood developed in the racialized capitalist
world system in general and that of America in particular.

Most enslaved Africans resisted slavery in many ways and kept their lingering mem-
ory of resistance in their minds and expressed it in folktales and other cultural activi-
ges: “That memory enabled them to go back to the sense of community in the
waditional African setting and to include all Africans in their common experience of
oppression in North America,” and “rales of the traumatizing experience of the mid-
dle passagge—as the voyage of a slave ship was called—have been retined in the folk
memory” of African Americans.2 Wallerstein notes that *pastness is ceniral to and in-
herent in the concept of peoplehood. . . . Pastniess is a central element in the social-
ization of individuals, in the maintenance of group solidarity, in the establishment of
or challenge to social legitimation. Pastness therefore is preeminently a moral phe-
nomenon, therefore a political phenomenon, always a contemporary phencnm:r:cm."24
Without leaming about the accumulated knowledge of the African Amierican past, our
understanding of African American peoplehood and nationalism is incomplete.

It is paradoxical that although the slaveowning class had firm control over the bod-
ies of the enslaved Africans, they could not contrel their minds. As a result, this class
and its institations could not totally destroy African cultural elements that were cn-
graved in the minds of these slaves. Stuckey notes that “for the slave, the retention of
important features of the African culeural heritage provided a means by which the new
reality could be interpreted and spiritual needs at least partially met, needs often re-
garded as secular by whires but often considered as sacred to blacks”?® There is a Jarge
and rich literature that addresses the preservation of African cultural ¢lements and the
impact of these cultural elements on the formation of African American people-
hood 26 African folktales and beliefs, linguistic forms and strucures, religious philoso-
phy, carving and sculpruring techniques in folk arts, and other cultural elements had
been carried over from Africa to the United States by enslaved Africans and to a cer-
tain degree were preserved by the people of African descent. Scholars such as Carter
G. Woodson have documented the survival of African cultural elements in forms of
religion, music, dance, drama, poetry, oratory, technical skills, folklore, spirituality, atti-
tudes toward authority, and a rradicion of generosity. The African American people-
hood was mainly formed through the merging of these several African cultural
elements and identities.

The study of oral history and folklore reveal the exrent of African culrural retention
in some African American communities.® Other scholars have explored the impact of
Aftican languages on African American English and showed African linguistic reten-
tion.” For instance, Lorenzo Turner demonstrates how African linguistic elements are
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maintzined in African Americans' speech, and Molefi Kete Asante explains how Blacks
have retained certain African communication styles and linguistic structures.® Further,
the exploration of African American kinship, ethniciry, family, linguistic forms, and
other areas show Affican culrural retention.® These cultural elements helped Africans
to maintain their culturat and historical memory and struggle to survive in the oppres-
sive and degrading conditions in which they found themselves. By examining African
American cultural elements in colonial America, Peter W, Wood demonstrates African
coniributions to medical practices, basketry weaving, agriculeure and anirnal husbandry
(such as cattle breeding, open grazing, rice cultivation), boat building, hunting, trapping,
and fishing.** These cultural skills enabled Africans to carve a cultural space for them-
selves. [n fact, Africans not only saved some elements of their Afvican heritage, but they
also influenced White Americans whenever they could. By going beyond the question
of African cultural retention, John Edward Philips demonstrates how Africanisms influ-
enced White American culture and provides some evidence from areas of agriculeure,
folklore, linguistics, religion, music, and cooking; he calls these cultural influences of
Africans on White Americans “white Africanismis™® Enslaved Africans outnumbered
their White owners in the South and influenced American culture through their music
and dance, and their folk tales and religions. ™

Enslaved Africans retained their African heritage and did not become totally ac-
culturated: “Bur the possibility that whites might discover the guiding principles of
African culture kept blacks on guard and led them, to an astonishing degree, to keep
the essentials of their culture from view, thereby making it possible for them to con-
tinue to practice values proper to them. Such secretiveness was dictated by the reali-
ties of oppression and worked against whites acquiring knowledge of slave culture that
might have been used to attempt to eradicate that culture”?® While they knew that
they came from different ethnonational backgrounds, cnslaved Africans inteationally
struggled 1o form a single people while resisting slavery and White cultural domina-
tion. Proto-African “nationalism provided the thrust toward autenomy, for diverse
African peaples were represented and bent their efforts in pursuit of independence
from their oppressors”*¢ They were conscious of their Africanness, and when they cre-
ated their separate church in 1821 in Charleston, they called it the African Church.
One of their songs in 1816 in Charleston reflects their nadonalist consciousness and
recognition of Africa: :

Hail! all haill Ye Afric clan

Haill Ye oppressed, ye Afric band,

Who toil and sweat in slavery hound

And when your health and strength are gone
Are left to hunger and to meourn

Let independence be your aim,

Every mindful whar ‘tis worth,

Pledge your bodies for the prize,

Pile them even to the skicst”

In an atternpt to de-Africanize and depersonalize enslaved Africans, the slaveown-
ing class called them “Negro” or “Nigger” in an attempt to erase Africanness and
African cutture, Despite the fact that since the thirteenth century the name Affican had
been used to identify African people, White Americans called enslaved Africans Negro
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by borrowing the Spanish word meaning “black *® In this way, the color of their skin
pecame their collective name, although African American “religious and educational
oprganizations used the prefix African in their names, providing a sense of cultural in-
tegrity and a link to their African heritage”® At the turn of the nineteenth century,
African Americans who worked as house servants as well as those who had European
and African heritages called themselves “colored” to distinguish themselves from those
Africans who worked in the field. " When the American Colonizaton Society inten-
sified its racist activities to get id of free Africans by returning them to Africa, the
cerm colored was almost accepted by African American leaders to fight the plan of this
society. " In this case, colored was used for a practical reason. These Africans used this
pame to disassociate themselves from Africa so that they would not be considered
Africans and forced to immigrate to Africa.

Many names were designated to refer to this people in the nineteenth century in-
cluding Negro, Nigger, colored, brown, African, Ethiopian, Free African, Children of
Africa, Sons of Africa, people of color, Colored American, free people of color, Blacks,
Anglo African, Afric, African-American, Afro-American, Afmerican, Aframerican,
Africo-American, and Afro-Saxon.*? According to Joseph E. Holloway, the debate
over the name “has come to full circle, from Aftican through brown, colored, Afro-Amer-
ican, Negro, and black back to African, the term originally used by blacks in America to
define themselves. The changes in terminology refiect many changes in attitude, from
strong African identification to nationalism, integration, and attempts at assimilation
pack to cultural idendification. This struggle to reshape and define blackness in both
the concrete and the abstract also reflects the renewed pride of black people in shap~
ing a future based on the concept of one African people living in the African dias-
pora® Stuckey suggests that “the crisis over names—Ilike the larger identity
crisis—was symbolized by the mark branded into thousands of Africans at the start of
slavery. The branding iron proved two-edged, searing into the slave’s consciousness and
an awareness that his identity was under attack and triggering 2 recoil from the at-
tempt to depersonalize that lasted, for large numbers of slaves, throughout history. . ..
We must understand the African background to appreciate the emotional force be-
hind the names controversy, the cultural loss and confusion it reflects, and the spiritual
pain of those engaged in the controversy”

Despite the fact that “the experience of domination has shaped and continues to
shape the development of African Americans™ the study of their issues showd not be
limited to racial oppression and economic exploitation and must explore the culmral
process that dialectically connects social organizations with culture and affects institu-
tional development. There is no doubt that slavery and cultura] destruction debilitated
African social organizations and dwarfed their institutional development for almost two
and 2 half centuries. Plantation owners and their institutions imposed an akien cultural
form on enslaved Africans and negated their cultures and histories. The efficient ex-
ploitation and social control of African labor required the destruction of African cul-
tures and languages through imposing Euwropean cultural hegemony.** Clovis E.
Semmes notes that cultural and historical “negation and distortion became central to
the process of domination in order to wezken the ability of the victimized people to
sustain a self.conscious and self-directed sense of origin, evolution, and purpose. The
need was to force the victim to relinquish internal contol (independence) in order to
accept external control {dependence).’* Although Africans and Europeans both had
influenced the formation of American culture since they arrived in America at che same

"
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time,*® African Americans lacked “institutional power that would give them the abilicy
to define and express their cultural needs and goals.™¥

The dominant group always attempts to impose its cultural hegemony on the dom-
inated group so that the oppressed sustains its own oppression and exploitation by ac~
cepting the worldview of the former.® In addition to using physical violence in an
attemipt to shift the perspective of enslaved Africans, plantation owners and their in-
stitutions systematically attacked various African cultures, languages, and religions to
replace them with European culture, Christianity, and languages. European Christian-
ity “was central to the symbol of imperialism that became 2 foundation for the estab-
lishment of cultural hegemony”®' When African languages and religions were
systemnatically suppressed, enslaved Africans recognized that they were not allowed to
practice their African heritages or to express memories of an African past. They were
intentionally cut from their own historical roots so that their perspective would
change to that of their oppressors. Cultural domination shifts the perspeetive of the
dominated to that of the dominating structure and legitimizes the worldview of the
oppressor and naruralizes subordination as a normative order, ln this process the sub-
ardinated group accepts the worldview, historiography, sacred beliefs, knowledge, and
social relztionships that are defined by the dominating structure. White cultural dom-
ination negated Black seif-development through limiting the intellectual and material
production of African Americans; it introduced self-hatred and an inferiority complex,
and it subordinated the Black world to that of White, promoting “efficient social con-
trol through differentiating a system of slave overseers and leaders selected and legiti-
mated by the slave owners”®? The slaveowning class uscd slaves to control those
Africans who resisted slavery; those slaves who were totally de-centered became the
tools of the slaveowning class and promoted the worldview of the dominant group.$

There is no question that, although not totally, African Americans were shaken
from their cultural foundations through the imposition of White cultural domination,
“The cataclysmic experience of chattel shavery, the basis of cultural hegemony,’
Semmes writes, “produced historical discontinuity and preempted normuative cultural
building through a decentering process”* However, without the total Hquidation of
the dominated people, it is impossible for the dominant group to completely de-cen-
ter the perspective of the dorninated group and stop its cultural resistance and revital-
ization.33 Hence, short of the total destruction of snslaved Africans, planzation: owners
and their institutions could not eliminate Afiican cultures. The same processes of op-
pression, exploitation, and cultural suppression that forced them to move from their
African center also produced the conditons for the emergence of an African-centered
consciousness. | agree with Semmes that “even though camstrophic oppression
brought abour a process of objectification and dehumanization, the absolute negation
of humanity was not possible because a darmaged human spirit seeks to resurrect and
reconscruct itself; it also secks self-consciousness. Culture building may be impeded,
but it does not stop. Consequently, reconstruction involves renewed historiography
and reflectivity"3

Culture provides a collective consciousness and a common center for every people
through which and from which they obsérve their universe and understand others in
terms of how they understand themselves and other phenomena external to their
shared experience. The submerged African cultural elements and the common expe-
ricnce of oppression laid the foundation of African American culture that became the
tool of resistance.*Social and revitalization movements,” Semnmes writes,"as well as the
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outpourings of creative intellectuals and artists, reflect varying degrees of a conscious
and unconscious response to this {dchumanizing] problem [in order] to rehumanize
one'’s existence and to anscend the dehabilicating and destructive capabilities of cul~
tral hegemon)f-"“ R_Acial slavery, an uleimate denial of human freedom, and cultural
hegemony could not destroy the culturat resistance and humanity of African Ameri-
cans despite their destructive and enduring capabilities.

Although took almost three centuries to blossom, African American protona-
tionatism emerged with slavery: “The nationalism of the slave community was essen-
tialty African nationslism, consisting of values that bound slaves together and sustained
them under brutal conditions of oppression. Their very effort to bridge ethnic differ-
ences and to form themselves into a single people to meet the challenge of a com-
mon foe proceeded from an impubse that was Pan-African—that grew out of 2
concern for all Afticans—as what was useful was appropriated from a multipliciey of
African groups even as an effort was made to eliminate distinctions among them
Explaining how the ideology of Black mudnalism was initially fashioned, Stuckey
comments, “A conscious of a shared experience of oppression at the hands of white
people, an awareness and approval of the persistence of group traits and preferences in
spite of a violent anti-African larger sociery, a recognition of bonds and ebligations be-
tween Africans everywhere, an irreducible conviction that Afticans in America must
take responsibility for liberating themselves—these were among the pivotal compo-
nents of the world view of the black men [and women] who finally framed the ide-
ology”™® Despite the fact that White plantation owners and institutions and White
saciety were determined to destroy African cultural elements and bonds to maintain
tight control on’ enslaved and freed Africans, these Afticans kntew that it was essential
to maintain their cultural solidarity and resistance to liberate themiselves.

African Ametican protonationalism attempted to challenge slavery and the cultural
hegemony that had shaken the cultural foundation of enslaved Africans so that they
would resist a world defined by their oppressor. Christianity that was imposed "o sus~
tain a social order and a system of production based on the mutual cooperation of
master and slave” became the arena of the struggle since it denied African Americans
humanity by perpetuating slavery.® It became the religion of domination for White
society and the religion of liberation for Blacks: “African Americans, slave and free,
began to rediscover symbolic foundations for a redemptive African-centered con-
sciousness, The irony of this discovery is that it occurred as a consequence of inter-
preting the biblical messages that were intended to bring conformity and docility.
African American exegesis of biblical scriptures became the foundation for the rebirth
of African-centered thought. Instead of learning to be good staves by forgetting about
Aftica, some African Americans realized that many of the places discussed in the sa-
cred text held in so high esteem by white oppressors were in Africa and that many of
the people were quite properly African.”®!

When European and American racist scholarship distorted the social sciences and
historiography o produce and preserve the myth of White superiority and African in-
feriariry, “a countervailing struggle emerged to transcend the cognitive slavery of
white supremacy”®® In this process, an African-centered intellectual discourse
emerged as the knowledge of liberation. African American scholarship that challenged
White racism by straightening historical records was “based initially on African Amer-
ican historica] research that established an African frame of reference, began in the
early nineteenth century, reached maturity in the 1890s, and has continued with
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episodic prominence to the present’® Aftican American intellectuals, such as Alexan-
der Crummell, Robert A.Young, David Walker, Henry H. Garnet, Martin Delaney,and
Frederick 1Douglass, nainly struggled in the North before 1860 for the end of racial
slavery and freedom an cultural, intellectual, and political levels and laid the founda-
tion of African American nationalism. The main issues that wete raised and addressed
by such scholars included the centrality of Africans to human groups, the antiquity of
African civilizations, and the presenice of Africans in Asia, Europe, and America before
the modern era.®* Slavery was seen as a temporary defeat and African civilizations
were rediscovered through challenging the myth of White superiority and racist in-
tellectual discourse. According to Stuckey, originally “Robert Alexander Young and
David Walker speculated on the status of African peoples in a way which broke be-
yond the shackles which America sought to impose on the African mind. They cre-
ated black nationalist ideology™™® African-centered scholarship expanded during the
Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s. During this decade, many African Americans over-
came feelings of inferiority to a certain degree, became self-conscious, and intensified
humanistic self-definition,

The Racialized Capitalist World System and Human Agency

The racialized capitalist world system incorporated the world populations primarily
through two types of labor recruitment systems: wage labor and coerced labor (slav-
ery).5 The ancestors of African Americans were incorporated into this system through
racial slavery. These enslaved Africans were forced to provide their labor freely to build
American capitalism without getting any benefit for their generation and next gener-
ations. However, European workers who were incorporated into the capitalist system
as wage laborers had better opportunities both in Europe and America because they
had limited autonomy over their lives even if they were exploited by capitalists. Al-
though they did not have equal access to major economic, political, and cultural in-
stitutions with elites and capitalists because of their class position, they had limited
access to institutions that alowed them to have intergenerational upward mobility. For
instance, diverse European inunigrants who were indentured servants during colonial
America became wage laborers after the American Revolution and obtained upward
mobility, while African Americans were chained in the racial caste systcm for almost
three and a half centuries (slavery and segregation).

Even with their emancipation during and after the American Civil War, African
Americans were denied access to the cultural, economic, and political gains made dur-
ing their abuse in the period of American apartheid. The denial was enforced through
the criminal justice syscem and mob lynching. Those African Americans who obtained
their freedom from slavery during the American Revolution and before the Ameri-
can Civil War were kept in the status of semislaves. They remained at the bottom of
White society, were subjected to all kinds of abuses, and were seen as “slaves without
masters"®? According to Tra Berlin, “Segregation, black cades, the convict-lease sys-
tems, and the various forms of pecnage usually associated with the postbellum South
all victimized the antebellum free Negro caste™®

The conditions of racial slavery, White cultural hegemony, segregation, and colo-
nial domination were not enough to facilitate the development of Black nationalisim.
They were only the histarical foundations of collective grievances from which this na-
tiomalism developed when other necessary conditions emerged. Scatrered resistance
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and rebellions of slaves must not be confused with nationalism, but they were neces-
sary foundations for the emergence of Black narionalism, They wete chains of histor-
ical and sociological factors that led to the development of African American
nationalism in the first half of the twentieth century. Racial slavery kept African Amer-

cialization process® R acial slavery imposed upon them a culturg] hegemony by
Negating their cultral personality, and “the cultures of African peoples becamne . . . ob-
Jects to be dismantied for the purpose of more efficient exploitation and control."™

tural hegemony, enslaved Africans were forced to Jearn English and to accept Churis-
tianity, in the process discarding their African langurages and religions,
Although this forced cultural assimilation had serious -hegative comsequences for

of African Americans was the resistance struggle that they began against African and
European stave hunters in the African hiaterlands, on slave ships, and later on the plan-
tations in the colonies as slave mutinies.” Some slaves Spontncously and culeurally
opposed slavery through day-to-day defiance, flight, and armed registance.”

Discussing how slaves resisted in North America, John H. Clarke expounds that
African culture “sustained the Africans during the holocaust of the slave trade and the
colonial system that followed it. .. African culture, reborn op alien soil, became the
cohesive force and the communication systemn that helped to set in motion some of
the most successful stave revolts i history”™ There were about 250 slave rebellions in
the United States.™ There were about 50 maroon communities formed by thousands
of runaway slaves and their descendants between 1672 and 1864 in the forests and
mountains of southern states.” Sinca most African Americans pever accepted slavery,
there were group arson BUENIPLs, runaways, violence againse mastess, and group at-
tempts to organize rebellions, 7 According to St. Clair Drake, “The first 250 years of
African impact on North America were years of struggle to restore freedom and o
retain an African identicy™™

Leon Litwack estimated that five thousand African Americans fiom the North
fought for American independence.” Some former slaves who werc freed between the
American Revoluton (1776) and the Civil War (1861~1865) with the support of a few
antislavery Whites? struggled relentlessly also to liberate their fellow Afticans from slay-
oy ™ A few former slaves and their descendants built independent organizatons and

1 Bluff, South Carolina; and the African Methodist Episcopal Church; and the emer..
®nce of the National Negro Convention and separate antislavery societies, such as the
“olored Femnale Anti-Slavery Society of Rochester, were the forerunners of Black na-
onalist institutions.®! R hoda Golden Freeman comments that “a group of active . . .
ighly intelligent Negro men [and women] worked unceasingly for fuil citizenship ag
whication of their belief in potential realizacion of the American ideal of equal oppor-
'nity for all"™2 Some free Blacks established independent churches, schools, and fra-
tnal org;nizaﬁons in cities to worship, educate their children, protect themselves, and
i
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revitalize African culure. The freed men and women and their descendants continued
to struggle after the abolition of slavery through building independent churches, mu-
tual benefit societies, the press, and different movements.®

As the country that is called the United States today moved from colonial Amer-
ica to an independent counrry after the American Revolution, as it developed from
an agrarian society to an industrial one and from a semiperiphery status to a world
power, new political opportunities were created by emerging structural factors for
an embryonic African American movement. As we will sce in chapter V, the Amer-
ican Civil Waz, which resulted from the contradiction between core capitalism in the
American North and slave-based peripheral capitalisim in the American South and
the disagreement on the strategy of national development between the northern and
southern politicians, led to the end of racial slavery. The end of racial slavery and the
intervention of the federal government in state policies on the side of former slaves
between 1865 and 1877 created new hopes and opportunities. But after 1877 the
federal government allowed the emergence of a new racial caste system called
American apartheid to continue to deny African Americans structural assimilation
and civil equality.

There were historical and immediate factors for the development of African Amer-
ican nationalism, The Anglo-American ruling class initiated twe stratification systemns
with the emergence of colonial America: the class system and the racial caste system *
The systems flourished after the American Revolution, which legalized racism and
racial slavery and eliminated or reduced indentured servitude, The class system was de-
signed for White America while the racial caste system was mainly created for Black
America. The class system allowed gencradonal and intergenerational upward mobil-
ity for most children of poor whites. Because of this, most Whites gradually improved
their economic and polirical positions in American society, While most White children
got access to education to improve their social status, Black children were denjed ed-
ucation and forced to remain illiterate and poor for many centuries. Discussing the
impacts of such economic injustices, Richard E America says, “Those injustices pro-
duced wrongful benefits that have been passed on to the present day, creating an im-
balance that has damaged economic performance and caused social instabilicy™3

While racial slavery and segregation denied African Americans the fruit of their
labor, the class system allowed the White working class to obtain wages for its labor.
By denying generational and intergenerational mabiliry, the racial caste system robbed
Bilacks of cultural and economic capital that was prerequisite for social development.
After racial slavery was abolished, the White plantation owners “tried to consolidate
their control by a modified version of the wage labor system in which they would or-
ganize gangs of wage laborers to work under overseers, as under slavery, Planters
attempted to act in concert to keep wages down, but blacks refused to cooperate with
this system which so resembled slavery.”® They were denied access to public facilities.
In American cities, Ewropean immigrants worked in the manufacturing and govern-
ment sectors that provided high social mobifity and better working conditions. These
new inunigrants kept the Blacks segregated by joining all-White labor unions.

Despite the fact that the Blacks contributed withour gains to transforming Amer-
ica from an agrarian society to an industrial one, and from 2 British colony to 2 world
power, they were kept at the bottom of White society by brutal violence, segregation,
and racism until the 1950s and the 1960s, when they intensified their freedom move-
ment. To impose cultural dominance, White southerners made the education of Blacks
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illegal. They considered “schools dangerous and revolutionary”™® In 1860, less than 3
percent of African Americans were literate in the South.* Before the Civil War, only
»8 African Americans were graduated from colleges and universities with bachelor de-
grees; it 1895 there were 1,100 Blacks who were college graduates.s" Political and
economic “modernization” during the last decades of the nineteenth century and the
Grst half of the rwentieth century transformed America from agratian to industnal
capitalism. These politico-economic changes created new conditions for racial rela-
tions.® The federal government engaged in what historians call the First Reconstruc-
tion (1865-1877) by sponsoring, with northern missionary societies, the establishment
of Black higher educational institutions. Both the Freedmen's Bureau and northern
missionary groups laid the foundation for the major colleges and universities, such as
Adanta, Howard, Morehouse, Dillard, Leland, Shaw, Fisk, and Hampton Instituee.”

There were a few colleges founded before and after the American Civil War; for
instance, Lincoln University was established in 1854 in Pennsylvania by the Presby-
terian Church, and Wilberforce University was established in 1856 in Chio by the
Methodist Episcopal Church. Furthermore, African American religious institutions
created schools, and between 1865 and 1869 in North Caroling, for instance, Black
churches established 257 schools.?? Although the Freedmen’s Bureau coordinated and
financed schools in cooperation with the educational activites of northern mission~
ary groups, it was the northern missionaries that developed a formal system of schools
and colleges for Blacks in the South. }. B. Roebuck and K. S. Murty demonstrate that
wgeveral benevolent societies sent missionaries into the South to uplift the freed slaves
and their children throngh religion, education, and material assistance. The AMA
|American Missionary Association] alone was responsible for founding seven black
colleges and thirteen normal schools between 1861 and 1870

Furthermore, African Americans had 2 very strong commitment to educate them-
selves despite White hostility. They formed societies, raised money, and founded pri-
vate schools, According to Rocbuck and Murry, “After 1865, they formed a network
of so-called Sabbath schools (also called African schools .. ) which were session
throughout the week. Classes in these and other private self-supported elementary
African schools met in church basements, private homes, warehouses, pool tooms, and
shacks. . . . Blacks desired to take full advantage of their freedom; to them, education,
religion, and property were the means to gain personal respect, gconomic security, and
social progress.™ With the help of northern churches and missionary societies and the
Freedmen’s Bureau, more than two hundred Black private institutions were founded
in the South between 1865 and 1890.% After the Freedmen'’s Bureau was dissolved in
1877, a number of philanthropic foundations joined missionary agencies in funding
schools in the South. However, these philanthropic organizations never attempted to
challenge White supremacy and financed programs that mainly benefited White soci- -
ety With the establishment of Black schools and colieges, professional and intellec-
tual groups emerged and began to transform scattered resistance into the Black
national movemnent.

Former slaves were not given the “forty acres [of land] and 2 mule™ cach that they
were promised during the American Civil War; the system of segregation was legal-~
ized and institutionalized by the 1896 Plessy v Ferguson Supreme Court decision that
accepted the racist philosophy of “separate but equal " The federal government legally
T,M‘i:u'n:l:icmt:d the separation and exclusion of African Americans from culrural, political,
id economic opportunities. This segregation denied Blacks citizenship rights that




The Development of African American Nationalism ¢ 35

illegal. They considered “schools dangerous and revolutionary™® In 1860, less than 3
percent of African Americans were literate in the South.* Before the Civil War, only
28 African Americans were graduated from colleges and universities with bachelor de-
grees; in 1895 there were 1,100 Blacks who were college graduates.* Political and
economic “modernization” during the Jast decades of the nineteenth century and the
Grst half of the twentieth century transformed America from agrarian to industrial
capitatism. These politico-economic changes created new conditions for racial rela-
tions.? The federal government engaged in what historians call the First Reconstruc-
rion (1865-1877) by sponsoring, with northern missionary societies, the establishiment
of Black higher educational institutions. Both the Freedmen’s Bureau and northern
missionary groups laid the foundation for the major colleges and universities, such as
Atlanta, Howard, Morehouse, Dillard, Leland, Shaw, Fisk, and Hampton Instirate.®!

There were a few colleges founded before and after the American Civil War; for
instance, Lincoln University was established in 1854 in Pennsylvania by the Presby-
terian Church, and Wilberforce University was established in 1856 in Ohio by the
Methodist Episcopal Church, Furthermore, African American religions institutions
created schools, and between 1865 and 1869 in North Carolina, for instance, Black
churches established 257 schools.?2 Although the Freedmen’s Burcau coordinated and
financed schools in cooperation with the educational activities of northern mission-
ary groups, it was the northern missionaries that developed a formal system of schools
and colleges for Blacks in the South. J. B. Roebuck and K. S. Murty demonstrate that
useveral benevolent societies sent missionaries inta the South to uplift the freed slaves
and their children through religion, education, and material assistance. The AMA
[American Missionary Association] alone was responsible for founding seven black
colleges and thirteen normal schools between 1861 and 1870,

Furthermore, African Americans had a very strong commitment to educate them-
selves despite White hostility. They formed societies, raised money, and founded pri-
vate schools. According to Rocbuck and Murty, “After 1865, they formed a nerwork
of so-called Sabbath schools (also called African schools. . .) which were in session
throughout the week. Classes in these and other private self~supported elementary
African schools met in church basements, private homes, warehouses, pool rooms, and
shacks. . . . Blacks desired to take full advantage of their fieedom; to them, education,
religion, and property were the means to gain personal respect, economic security, and
social progress.”™ With the help of northern churches and missionary societies and the
Freedmen’s Bureau, more than two hundred Black private institutions were founded
in the South between 1865 and 1890. After the Freedmen's Bureau was dissolved in
1877, a number of philanthropic foundations joined missionary agencies in funding
schools in the South. However, these philanthropic organizations never attempred to
challenge White supremacy and financed programs that mainly benefited White soci- -
ety.?® With the establishment of Black schools and colleges, professional and intelicc-
tual groups emerged and began to wansform scattered resistance into the Black
national movernent.

Former slaves were not given the “forty acres [of land] and a mule” cach that they
were promised during the American Civil War; the system of segregation was legal-
ized and institutionalized by the 1896 Plessy » Ferguson Supreme Court decision that

accepted the racist philosophy of “separate but equal."The federal government legally

sanctioned the separation and exclusion of African Americans from culmral, polisical,

(" 1d economic opportunities. This segregation denied Blacks citizenship rights that
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were provided with the Emancipation Proclamnation by the thirteenth, fourteenth (as-
sured due process), and fifteenth (extended franchise to Black males) amendments.
Commenting on these conditions, Martin Luther King, Jr. wrate: “The pen of the
Great Emancipator had moved the Negro [si] into the sunlight of physical freedom,
but actual conditions had Jeft him behind in the shadow of political, psychological, so-
cial, economic and intellectual bondage.””’

The federal government later abandoned its reformist policies of the First Re-
construction and allowed the emergence of White terrorist organizations, such as Ku
Klux Kian, the Knights of Camellia, and the White League of Louisiana, which were
determined to reestablish White supremacy. Southern Whires developed Black codes
to disenfranchise and control African Americans. All Blacks were seen as servants by
Whites. Whites for whom they worked were seen as masters. Black workers were not
allawed to leave the premises without permission. They were only allowed to work
as farm and domestic workers, They were not allowed to join the militia or possess
fircarms, African Americans necded special license to preach. They were not permit-
ted to negatively react to Whites even if they were abused, insulted, hurt, or beaten.
They were not allowed to testify against Whites. Black men were not allowed to loak
at White women.

White America enforced these Jim Crow laws through primitive kinds of social
control, such as lynching, torture, terror, mutilation, rape, castration, and imprison-
ment. There were Black men, women, and children who were burned alive. Other
Black men were castrated with axes or knives, or blinded with hot pokers or decapi-
tated, Furthermore, African Americans were denied equal citizenship and suffrage
rights. They were excluded from public facilities and the American political process by
different nieasures, such as the poll tax, residential requirernents, insufficient literacy to
interpret a section of the Constitution, the “good character” test, registration proce-
dures.implemented through trickery, criminal records, having to produce a responsi-
ble White witness for worthiness, the “grandfather Clause,”® an all-White primary,
and intimidation and violence. All dhese conditions and economic factors forced them
to migrate to urban areas.
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Migration, Urban Community Formation, and Nationalism

The great migration of African Americans from rural America to urban America and
from the South to the North occurred between 1915 and 1960, when about five mil-
lion of them moved due to economic problems, political and social repression.®
Nicholas Lemann notes that this “migration was one of the largest and most rapid
mass internal movements of people in history’'™® This great migration was seen by
some scholars as the search for political and economic freedom. For example, Alferd~
teen Harrison argues that “the cause for the ‘Great Migration® was the African-Amer-
ican’s continuing pilgrimage in search of an acceptable status in America . . . because
the status of the African-American 25 a slave and then as 2 ‘Jim Crow' citizen were un-
acceptable, the migration was a continuation of the search.”'®" Neil R. McMillen also
considers this migration a “black protest against the outrages of lynching and injustice
in the courts, protest against white notions of black character , . . protest against che
disfranchiserent, the discrimination, the exclusion, and the segregarion that defined
the black place in what was then often called ‘a Whiteman's country’”'% The “push”
factors for the migration were the reduction of the demand for Black labor due to the
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mechanization of agriculture and the competition with White labor, and lack of ade-
quate income for Black tenant farmers, sharecroppers and farm laborers, and unequal
financial support for White and Black schools, political abuses, and lynching,

Further, the invention of the mechanical cotton picker made obsolete the share-
cropper system and reduced the demand for Black labor in agriculture, “The inven-
tion of the cotton picker,” Lemann writes, “was crucial to the great migration by
blacks from the Southern countryside to the cities of the South, the West, and the
Notth"'%> Employment opportunities due to industrial expansion, the decline of em-
igration from Europe during World War I, and the shortage of workers in the war in-
dustries were the “pull” factors from the North.!™ This migration brought scattered
people together in American ghettos to form social, geographical, and political com-
munities. The development of Black nationalism was mainly facilitated by the massive
migration of the Black people from rural to urban America, the emergence of the in-
dependent Black church, mosque and affiliated schools, the emergence of the edu-
cated class, and the formation of associations, and organizations. Further, the migration
of other Blacks from the Caribbean and other places contributed to the development
of African American nationalism.!® For instance, as we will see below, Marcus Garvey
and other Caribbean scholar activists and the workers who immigrated to the United
States contributed a lot to the development of this nationalism.

Undl the 1950s the base of a Black struggle was mainly in northern cities where
African Americans enjoyed relative freedom of action because of their established
comununities and independent institutions and organizations. Out of 75 percent of
rural African Americans, nine-tenths lived in the American South at the opening of the
twentieth century under the total control of American apartheid and could not take
organized political action.'® In urban areas, African Americans were also confronted by
racial segregation that disappointed and frustrated them. According to Kenneth B.
Clark, “The datk ghetto’s invisible walls have been erected by the white society, by
those who have power, both to confine those who have no power and to perpetuate
their powerlessness. The dark ghettos are social, political, educational, and—above all—
economic colonies. Their inhabitants are subject peoples, victims of the greed, cruelty,
insensitivity, guilt, and fear of their masters""”” Before the great migration, race Was
mainly a Southern issue, but this migration “made race 2 pational issue in the second
half of the century—an integral part of the politics, the social thought, and the organi-
zation of ordinary life in the United States.™"

The African Americans’ main survival strategy in cities was the building of inde-
pendent religious, economic, and social institutions. Black churches served as eco-
nomic, social, educational, and recreational institutions. Aftican American religious
leaders emerged as educators and cultural and political leaders in the newly-emerging
African American community. Various voluntary organizations helped in promoting
and defending African American interests in economic, culmral, political, and educa-
tional arenas. Lennox Yearwood argues that these organizations “provided a major
source of information and comnunication germane to the survival of urban Black
communities. Organizations contributerd to the social development of these commu-
nities in that they created some equilibrium, keeping ostracism from becoming toral
isolation. They provided avenues for chalienge and competitiveness, and furnished op-
portunities for the development of individual and group public image."1®

These mass-based associations and organizations became the main building blocks
.~ for African American natonzhism, “For what we call nationalism operates on many
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levels” Anthony Smith writes, “and may be regarded as a form of culture as much as
a species of political ideclogy and social movement.”' ' Based on their own economic
and cultural resources, African American nationalists recognized and emphasized the
beauty of their blackness, the richness of their African and American traditions, and
their stamina under the most deplorable and cruel racist system. Despite the fact that
the ghetto has been the center of poverty and underdevelopment in affluent America,
it brought Blacks together as an ethnonational community to build African American
institutions, organizations, and cultural centers.!! With the great migration the char-
acter of Black culture was transformed.''? As we will see shortly, through Pan-African-
ismy, the Garvey Movement, and the Hadem Remaissance, African American culture
started to reflect national and international characteristics.

The African American people widely formed their own geographical and social
communities by creating institutions that became the fountains from which African
American nationalism developed. African American nationalism had unleashed the
potential, power, and humanity of the Black people who were suppressed by the
American racial caste system. This nationalism “as a refutation of the racial ideology of
slavery and segregation,” James Turner writes, “is a direct challenge to white su-
premacy”"*? Collective grievances, political and economic modernization, urbaniza-
tion, the expansion of independent institutions and organizations, and the
consolidation of an educated class facilitated the development of Black nationalism.
This nationalism manifested itself in three overlapping and interconnected forms.

Three Forms of African American Nationalism

Black nationalism cumulatively raised three important interrelated objectives: the redefi-
nition of Black cultural identity, the liberation of Blacks from the racial caste system, and
the economic, the political, and cultural trensformation of the Black comummumnity. The ob-
jectives of Black nationalism manifested themselves in three overlapping historical forms -
that can be analytically separated. The first form of African American nationalism was
manifested in cultural revitalization. The second form of this nationalism dealt with the
issues of mcial equality, citizenship rights, and social justice. This aspect of the Black na-
tional movement is popularly known as the Civil Rights movement. The third form of
African American nationalisin went beyond civil rights issues and attempted to address
economic, political, and cultural rights that would allow the Black people to determine
their historical destiny as people. This was the aspect of revolutionary nationalism.

Because of the suppression of the ciltural and revolutionary aspects of African
American nationalism and the fack of long-term cultural and political strategies for
the Black community, the questions of cultural self-determination and economic de-
velopment have not been adequately addressed in the literature on Black nationalism.
The cultural and revolutionary forms of Black nationalism must not be ignored, since
they in fact facilitated the legal success of the Civil Rights movement. The culeural
and revolutionary aspects of Black nationalism were the powerhouses of the African
American struggle. Without a cultural base there cannot be nationalism, and without
militant revolutionaries there cannot be a fundamental social change since the domi-
naat society always wants to maintain the status quo. Therefore, it is superficial to talk
only about the Civil Rights movement without addressing both the cultural and rev-
olutionary forms of the African American movement. Let us specifically look at the
three forms of African American movement.
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1. Cultural Nationalism: The Foundation of the Black Struggle

Black cultural nationalism has manifested itself in rwo forms. The fizst form is pro-

gressive, 4 part of the cultural awakening of resistance, and links cultural claims to

seructural social change. Another form of this nationalism is regressive, focusing on
trivial cultural issues, while turning attention away from challenging the American
facist capitalist order. This form of narrow cultural nationalism has at a time played a
negative role in the history of the African American liberation scruggle. For instance,
the attempt to express cultural uniqueness without challenging various oppressive re-
lationships within the African American conununity and a larger society is an aspect
of the negative mle of Black cultural nationalism. The glorification of African kings
who participated in slavery order to claim that Blacks had kings Like Europtans is
another example of trivial cultural nationalism. Our discussion here focuses on the
fiest form of Black cultural nationalism.

African Americans not only Jost the fruit of their labor in building America, they
were also not allowed to practice some ¢lements of their culture. The Anglo-Ameri-
¢an ruling class forced upon Blacks some of their cultural elements while denying
them primary and secondary structural assimilation to maintain racial boundary
mechanisms and impese cultural hegemony.'™! But, at the same time, to ¢liminate eth-
nic boundary mechanisms among different European ethnonational groups, the
Anglo-American ruling class not only culturaly asstmilated other Whites, but it also
vigorously promoted seructural assimilation by allowing the sharing of educational,
workplace, residential, political, and public and private facilities The sharing of public
and private facilities gradually led to primary structural assimilation (through close
personal interactions) and imarital assimilation among all Whites. The Anglo-Amcrican
ruling class consolidated itself by gradually reducing or eliminating the cultural barri-
ers that existed among all European inmigrant groups.

But the Anglo-American ruling class srengthened the contradictions between
Whites and Blacks by legalizing slavery, racism, and segregation. The American Con-
stitution provided freedom for poor Whites and accepted Black slavery. That was why
Bishop H.Turner said that the Constitution was “a dirty rag, a cheat, a libel and ought
to be spit upon by every Negro in the land”'"® Gradually, White Americans, except 3
few of them, joined hand in hand to impose their racial hegemony on African Amer-
icans and others. While Blacks Jost some elements of their culture for nothing except
humiliation and degradation, White immigrant groups lost their respective native cul-
tures for success and material gains. Most White social scicntists and biologists wied
their best to use “science” to prove the inferiority of Blacks in order to rationalize and
justify their enslavement, segregation, 1nd colonial domination. Bernard M. Magubane
asserrs that “between 1880 and 1920 at least, American thought lacks any perception
of the black as a haman being with potentialities for self-determination. Most of the
people whe wrote about the blacks accepted without question the idea that intelli-
gence and temperanient were racially decermined and unaleerable. They concluded,
therefore, that the failure of Reconsirpcion, the low educational stars of the black,
his high statistics of crime, disease, and poverty were simply the inevitable comnse-
quence of his heredity.”'®

African American cultural nationalism developed in opposition to racist discourse

“" 1d culraral hegemony. It included African heritage, black beauty, black Literary ac-
.vism, and psychological recovery. According to John H. Bracey, August Meier, and
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Elliot Rudwick, “The half-century from about 1880 to 1930 witnessed the flowering
of a clear-cur cultural nationalism. It was evident particularly in a rising self-conscious
interest in the race’s past and in efforts to stimulate a- distinctively black literature!"?
Some Black intellectuals challenged racist discourses. The “New Negro” movement
promoted the principles of ethnonational self-help, cooperation, ethnic heritage and
pride, militancy and determination to struggle for constitutional rights.'"® Gradually,
African Americans began to develop a positive attitude about thernselves.'"?

Western world racism inflated the values of “Europeanness” and *Whiteness” in
areas of civilization, human worth, snd culture, and deflated the values of “African~
ness” and “DBlackness.” This was intended to destroy Black cultural identity and Black
psyche. Although the negative impact of deculruration and forced Anglo ideclogy
were very serious, through developing their peoplehood and cultural identity, African
Americans struggled to rebuild their historical continuity and humaniry. Black coltural
nationalists gradually challenged the negative images of Africanness and Blackness that
were created by the Western world.'? H. R. Isaacs comments that “ransforming a
negative into a positive identity, replacing self-rejection of the most literal kind with
self-acceprance, has become the task of a whole new generation of black Americans
coming up in politically and psychologically changed circumstances”'?! All peoples
who have lived under colontalism and subjugation have experienced feelings of infe-
riority and have accepred the definition of themselves given to them by their oppras-
sors until they have politically and culturally become conscious and have begun to
redefine their cultures and histories in their own terms,

All human groups use shared historical origins to define their identites, to defend
their interests, and to assure their survival.'? Gayle Tate notes, “One of the most prodi-
gious efforts of Black nationalistn was the restoration of the dignity of Affo-Ammericans
through the retricval of African history. This recovery was important to both the psy-
chological and political consciousness of Afro-Americans,”'* Cologial domination dis-
torts historical development by denying cultural development to the colonized
population.’®* To overcome such historical distortion, the African American peaple
embraced various ideologies in searching for their cultural roots, historical continuiry,
and development. Explaining the centrality of African civilizadon and culure to
African Americans, Gene Marine says, "many excited blacks have begun to regain a
sense of the value of their own past, an understanding of the fact that their roots run
as deep and in soil as rich as those of Greeks or the Jews." "> The three important move-
ments that connected them to Africa were Garveyism, Pan-Africanisim, and the Harlem
Reemaissance. According to Magubane, “Garvey's epigrammatic call, Back to Africa, was
more a spiritual and psychological emancipation from the pervasive racism which af-
flicted the black proletariat at every turn, than an actual effort to get blacks to emigrate.
In contrast, the Pan-African Movement represented certain black intellectuals, most of
whom could be described as farsighted fighters for black emancipadon.”!'*®

Marcus Garvey brought to African Americans the idea of being chemselves with-
out imitating White Americans. He taught African Americans that they are Black and
African. He convinced the urban Black masses that Africanness and Blackness are not
inferior to Whiteness and Europeanness. As a result, the Black physical and cultural
beauty and the term African American entered the psyche of Black Americans and be-
came the foundation of modern Black. nationalism. As King comments, Garvey's
“movement attained mass dimensions, and relcased a powerful emational response be-
cause it touched a truth which had long been dormant in the mind of the Negro.




The Development of African American Nationalism ¢ 41

There was reason to be proud of their heritage as well as of their bitterly won achieve-
pment in America”*?’ Similarly, the Harlem Recnaissance reconnected African Ameri-
cans to Africa and cultivated Africanization in art and made the Black artist turn to his
ot her African heritage.!” The regeneration of Black culture and the ideological con-
nection to Africa through Garveyism, Pan-Africanism, and the Harlem Renaissance
manifested cultural, national, and international features of the emerging African Amer-
ican movement. i
Exploring the impact of Garveyism, Magubane asserts,“The central theoretical as-
sumption of black nationalism is that before the Negro can be truly free, he must ef-
fect 2 psychic separation from the idea of whiteness; that is, he must stop believing in
it so much that he cannot believe in himself. The idea of scparation, 3 part of the ide-
ological armory of the nationalist movemext, is a reiteration of this slightly mere com-
plex notion, which, by making it concrete puts it in terms the uneducated layman can
understand"12* The development of Black nationalism in the form of cultural awak-
ening matured in the first two decades of the twentieth century. The Harlem Renais-
sance was “a precursor to the ‘black consciousness’ strivings of the 1960570
Recognizing its importance, Nathan 1, Huggins notes that Harlem became "a capital
of the race, a platform from which the new black voice would be heard around the
world, an intellectual center of the New Negro.”**! Prominent Black activist scholars,
such as W, E. B, Du Bois, James W. Johnson, Marcus Garvey, A. Philip Randolph, Chan-
dler Owen, and Charles 8. Johnson, and literary activists, such as Langston Bughes,
Claude McKay, Countee Cullen, and Zora Neale Hurston, moved to Harlem and
made it a center of Black cultural and intellectual liberation. 2 As Smith asserts, an
ethnonational “identity comprises both a cultural and political identity and is located
in a political community as well as 2 cultural one''®
As we will see, various organizations emerged and started to build Black political
and cultural life in Harlen. If migration provided a geographical and cultural space for
Blacks, the Harlem Renaissance enabled them to have an intcllectual, political, and a
literary platform for the development of Black nadonalisn.’ Black cultural revival ex-
panded from its birth place, Harlem, to African American literary and historical circles
of other American cities, such as Washington, D.C., Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Los
Angeles, and Topeka.'?® The Civil Rights movement evolved from Aftican American
cultural, intellectual and political experiences that developed in urban America.

2. The Civil Rights Movement: The Pillar of the Black Movement

The second form of African American nationalism focused on desegregation and civil
rights issues. The opening of the last century witmessed African American protest ac-
dons in American cities. Although African Americans were less organized, they boy-
cotted trolley car segregation in almost 30 cides, and these boycotts were led by
businessmen and clerics. 126 Organized voices of the African American freedom move-
ment, supported by progressive Whites, began to articulate the Black problem during
the second half of the twentieth century. The migration movement of Blacks to urban
arcas, new allies, and the creation of Black institutions facilitated the development of
the civil rights struggle.'”” in this process, various organizations and movements
emerged, The Niagra Movement was founded in 1905 as the first of these organiza-
™ However, between 1895 and 1915, as we will see, the accomodationist philoso-
., of Booker T. Washington overshadowed the Black struggle for freedom. The
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Niagara Movement was founded by prominent Black leaders o oppose Washington’s
philosophy and to promote a Black struggle; it was led by W, E. B. Du Bois.

The Niagara Movement was the first modern Black organization that gave an or-
ganized forum for the struggle of freedom, equality, and multculural democracy. It
was organized mainly by well-to~do northern and educated urban African Americans.
Its members numbered about four hundred. ! This movement “placed full responsi-
bility for the race problem squarely on the whites”** and demanded political freedom
and equality and protested for political rights, suffrage, the right to equal treatment in
public accommodations and access to equal opportunity. It denounced racial segrega-
tion, separate~but-equal racist doctrine, and disenfranchiscment laws. The unofficial
organ for this movement was a magazine known as Horizos,

W. E. B. Du Bois was the most influential opponent of Washington’s policy; he se-
verely criticized Washington's emphasis on industrial education at the cost of higher
education. Du Bois attacked Washingeon for asking African Americans to give up the
struggle for political power, civil rights, and higher education, and exposed the conse-
quences of his policy that fed to further disenfranchisement, civil inferiority, and with-
drawal of aid from many Black educational institutions, specifically those offering
liberal arts curricula.™ It was William Monroe Trotter, the editor of the Boston
Guardian, who convinced and helped Du Bois to attack Washington’s policy. He was
an uncompromising critic of racial segregation and acconunodation and considered
Washington “as the agent of oppression.”**! The Niagara Movement was the forerun-
ner of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

The NAACP grew out of an interracial conference in 1909 on the Black status.
The NAACP was formed by Black intellectual activists such as William Monroe Trat-
ter, W, E. B. Du Bois, the noted antilynching crusader 1da Wells-Barnert, White pro-
gressives, and Christan socialises, Meier and Rudwick say, “The interracial character
of the NAACP was essential to the success of its early work, The prestige of the names
of well-known white progressives . . . gave the agitation for Negro rights better fi-
nancial support and, more important, 2 wider andience. Except for Du Bois, who be-
came director of publicity and editor of the Association's organ, the Crisis, all of the
chief officials were at first white. Several of these white leaders seemed paternalistic
and condescending in their dealings with Negro associates in the NAACP"!"2 The
principal tactics of this protest organization were persuasion, education, and legal ac-
tion to achieve equal rights for Black Americans.

Another intportant civil rights organization was the National Urban League, which
was founded by conservacive Black leaders and White philanthropists in 1911 to im-
prove the conditions of the Black masses in urban America. While the NAACP used
legal approaches to fight against American apartheid, the National Utban League used
moral persuasion to convince racist businessmen and labor unions not to discriminate
against Black workers. Black and White conservatives did not like the legal approach
that the NAACP was using to challenge American apartheid. Emphasizing the im-
portance of industrial education, recognizing the potential of receiving financial sup-
port for their projects from White philanthropists, accommaodacionists like Booker T.
Washington opposed the view of palitically, morally, and legally challenging American
apartheid. Born in slavery and educated ar Hampton Institute in Virginia, Washington
was taught “the doctrine of economic advancement with acceptance of disenfran-
chisement and with concilizdon of the white South,” and his ideology and strategy
could not go beyond that of the racist White establishment.!*> He founded and be-
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came the principal of Tuskegee Institute, an industrial school in Alabama, and devel-
oped a *'program of agriculture and industrial training that would make the education
of Negroes palatable to the dominant elements of the New South."*#

Washington internalized the notion of accommodation and emerged as an oppor-
runist and pragmatist leader. Hence, he was favored by the White establishment. As a
result, he became a rich man from the money he obtained from his White mentors
and established Tuskegee Institute. Ignoring the importance of higher and liberal ed-
ucation for African Americans, Washington said, “Cast it down in agriculture, me-
chanics, in commerce, in domestic service, and the profession . . .it is in the South that
the Neegro is given a man’s chance in the commercial world.”'** He publicly attacked
the struggle for equality and citizenship rights:“The wisest among my race understand
that the agitation of questions of social equality is the extremist folly, and the progress
in the enjoyment of all the privileges that will come to us must be the result of a se-
vere constant struggle rather than of artificial forcing”'* For Washington, Blacks
could not achieve sodal equality with Whites since they did not work as hard as
Whites did. Meier and Rudwick argue that the compromising of the Black interest
with that of racist Whites “satisfied those philanthropists and leading Southerners who
opposed race equality yet liked io think that they were in favor of Negro uplift. Fi-
nally it enabled many Negroes to convince themselves that it was 2 way not only of
obtaining money for Negro schools but also indirectly and uliimately elevating the
race to the point where it wonld be accorded its citizenship rights"'¥

Whashington convinced conservative Blacks and some protest organizations such as

the Afro-American Council to adopt his philosophy.'* “Though he covertly spent
thousands of doliars fighting disenfranchisement and segregation laws,” Meier and
Rudwick assert, “he publicly advocated a policy of conciliation and gradualism."*¥
Publicly, he blamed African Americars for their problems and saw the White man as
their “best friend’’; Washington “recommended economic accumulation and cultiva-
tion of Christian character as the best methods for advancing the stams of blacks in
America” “favored vocational training and working with hands at the expense of
higher cducation and the professions” disconraged political activism, minimized the
impact of racism and discrimination, and endorsed segregation.' Until his death in
1915, Washington limited the effectiveness of the NAACP and Black intellecruals be-
cause of his challenge to legal political action, his emphasis on economic development,
and his access to American power and capital.'™!

After Washington's death, the NAACP gathered momentum and continued its lega!
attack on disenfranchisement and American apartheid. It challenged the “grandfather
clauses” that limited the right to vote and municipal residential segregation ordinances
in 1915 and 1917 respectively. The NAACP created its branch offices in the south in
1918 and linked its activities to the Black church and began to fight against lynching,
segregated education and transportation, and political disenfranchisement.'*2 It vigor-
ously attacked the poll tax and school segregation between the 19205 and the 1950s.
The NAACP provided organizational and management skills for the Black national
struggle by recruiting and training ministers, lawyers, doctors, union organizers, and
activists and teaching them how to organize themselves and establish working rela-
tionships among themselves.'® Although its burcaucracy distouraged the participation
of the Black masses in their struggle for freedom, the NAACP did serious preparatory

~nrk for the scruggle of the 1950s and the 1960s.13 The NAACP and its lawyers suc-
sfully challenged the legality of school segregation and, as a result, the Supreme
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Court by its decision of Brown v Board of Education Topeka, Kansas, ruled against the
segregated public school systems in 1954, Commenting on this decision, Manning
Marable says, “No one could realize completely the new phase of American history
that would dawn on 17 May 1954, in a legal decision which would mark the real be-
ginning of the Second Reconstruction.”’*

Historically, since the NAACP legal actions and the National Urban League moral
persuasion against Ametican apartheid had limited effects in solving the problems of
the Black people during the 1920s, the masses paid more attention to the Garvey
Movement. Marcus Garvey founded the Universal Negro Improvement Association
(UNIA) in 1914 in Jamaica and established eight nationalisc goals that he extended to
the United States. The main goals of the UNIA were to astablish 2 Black nation, to
create “racial” consciousness, to fight for self-determination, to promote racial sel-
help, to make Blacks world conscious through the media, and to build “racial” respect
and solidarity.'® Because the Garvey Movement advocated the liberation of the Black
peoples all over the world from White oppressors, more than three million individu-
2ls became mermbers of this organization from more than 19 countries.'”” Hence, the
UNIA was 2 manifestation of an implicit Black transnational collectiviry. Magubane
notes that this movement “arose and flourished in the conditions created by imperi-
alism. 1t spread and became an anti-imperialist movement wich incredible vigor and
elan. At its peak [in the U.S] in che early 1920s the Garvey movement was the great-
est outbreak of black political activity since the Civil War""*® Garvey also understood
cleatly the linkage becween the economy and politics; hence, he encouraged the de-
velopment of Black business. The UNIA organized a chain of restaurants, groceries,
laundries, hotels, and printing plants and encouraged African Americans to support
Black business. Although unsuccessful, the UNIA atwtempted “to establish a commer-
cial link between the United States, the West Indies, and Africa” by influencing some
Blacks to buy stock in the UNIA’ Black Star Steamship Line.'®

Although Garvey was criticized for his call, Back to Affica, he brought nationalist
hope to the frustrated and disillusioned Black masses. Explining why the Black masses
were more attracted to the Garvey Movement than to the NAACP or the National
Urban League, E. Franklin Frazier argues that the NAACP “has never attracted the
crowd because it does not give the crowd an opportunity to show off in colors, pa-
rades, and self-glarification. . . . The same could be said of the Urban League. . ..
Those who supported this movement pay for it because it gives them what they
want—the identifications with something that makes them feel like somebody among
white people who have said they were nobody™* For the first time, the Garvey
Movement atternpted to lead the Black struggle without depending on progressive
Whites. This movemnent provided hope for the Black proletariat, but it could not pro-
vide freedom. However, Garveyism became the first ideological weapon for Black eul-
tural and revolutionary nationalism.

In the 1940s and the 1950s, the Black people were further disillusioned and frus-
trated. African Americans were convinced that court actions could not destroy Amer-
ican apartheid without protest and revolutionary action, The founding of the Congress
of Racial Equality (CORE) in 1942 by Black elites, White liberals, socialists, and paci-
fists contributed to the development of the nonviolent direct action strategy to fight
against segregation in public facilities.'! The direct actions of this organizarion in-
cluded sit-ins 2nd freedom rides to desegregate the interstate public transportation sys-
temn. I the 1950s and the 1960s, CORE eventually combined its nonviolent struggle
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with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)."" Because of some legal successes of the
NAACP against school segregation, White terrorist and racist groups, such as the
White Citizens’ Council, the American States Rights Association, the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of White People, and the Ku Klux Klan, intensified their
organized attacks on the NAACP in the 19505 and weakened it by creating an orga-
nizational vacuum for the Black struggle in many Southern states. !¢

Then African Americans in Southern states turned to the Black church and made 1t
the institutional center of their struggle. The Black church became the center of the
struggle because it had an independent leadership of clergymen, financial sources, an
organized mass base, and cultural and ideological foundations that were prerequisite for
the Black liberation struggle. Using the Black church as their center, African Americans
began to create what Aldon D. Morris calls movement centers in the South. The United
Defense League was organized in 1953 in Baton Rouge, the Montgomery Improve-
ment Association was formed in 1955 (see chapterV for details), the Inter Civic Coun-
cil of Tallahassee was organized in 1956, and the Alabama Christian Movement for
Human Rights was formed in Birmingham in 1956. The Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference (SCLC) was formed in 1957 as “rhe decentralized political arm of the
black church” from these movement centers, '6* Taking the church as the center of
protest movernent and adopting nonviolent action as a main sactic, the SCLC began a
snass boycott against the scgregated buses; it also started to fight against political dis-
franchisement under the charismatic leadership of Dr. Martin Luther King, jr.

One of these movement centers, the Montgomery Improvement Association, was
deliberately organized by the efforts of community leaders from mass-based organiza-
tons, preexisting social networks, and social groups that participated in the Mont-
gomery bus boycott of 1955. Actvists such as Rosa Parks, E. D. Nixon, Ralph
Abernathy, E. French, Jo Ann Robinson, and Mary Fair Bruks, as well as institutions
and organizations such as the Black church, the local NAACP, and the Women's Po-
litical Councit (WPC) had played key roles in mobilizing human resources in the form
of money, skills, and knowledge of the community for this movement. The bus boy-
cott that was initiated by Rosa Parks on December 1, 1955, when she refused to give
her seat for 2 White man, defying Alabama scgregation laws, triggered the formation
of the Montgomery [mprovement Association in the same month. Martin Luther
King, Jr. was elected president of the movement on December 5, 1855. In this associ-
ation “the visions of an uncharismatic and largely uneducated pullman porter [E. D.
Nixon] and members of the WPC and other community organizations were thrust
into the hands of a charismatic miniser [King] who could play 2 key mobilizing role
because he occupied a central position in the church”'®* Rosa Parks triggered this
movement because she was well connected to community organizations that had the
organizational capacity for mass mobilization. Similarly, E. D. Nixon was a militant ac-
tivist who had rich organizational skills that he had accumulated from leading the local
NAACP chapter and from heading the local Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters for
more than 15 years. Like Parks, he was closely connected to community groups and
organizations. These activists and others gave a lifeblood to the emergence of this
movement, which became 2 madel for the struggle of African Americans in the mid-
twentieth century under the leadership of Martin Luther King. The bus boycott oc-
curred for almost 2 year and became the watershed of the Black struggie by organizing
and consolidating this movement center, facilitating the emergence of the charismatic
"
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leadership of King, achieving its objective of bus descgregation, and by laying the
foundation of the Black movement.

King was a nonviolent, religious, and revolutionary leader who challenged the
racist establishment, including the church. Explaining the conformmist nature of the
White church, King comments as follows: “The erstwhile sanction by the church of
slavery, racial segregation, war, and economic exploitation is testiniony to the fact that
the church has hearkened more to the authority of the world than to the authority of
God. Called to be the moral guardian of the community, the church at times has pre-
served that which is immoral and unethical, Called to combat social evils, it has re~
rmained silent behind stained-glass windows. Called to lead men on the highway of
brotherhood and to sumnion them to rise above the narrow confines of race and class,
it has enunciated and practiced racial exclusiveness.”!* He combined the social and
otherworldly gospel in leading the African American struggle. King expressed that the
church has an obligation to deal with moral issues in society as “the voice of moral
and spiritual authority on earth” and as “the guardian of the moral and spiritual life in
the community”™*¢? King criticized the White church for ignoring its social mission
and sanctioning the racial caste system, colonialism, and apartheid.'® King clearly un-
derstood the political and economic problems that confronted African Americans in
particular and all the poor in general.

Despite the fact that most Black organizations were male-run, Black women ac-
tively participated in organizations and struggled against racial oppression.'* Hence,
it is no wonder that Rosa Parks ignited the bus boycott of Montgomery that led ro
the formation of the Montgomery Improvement Association and to the emergence of
King as the national leader of the Black struggle in 1955. “What was once a liberal
white and Negro [sid] upper-class movement,” Meier and Rudwick note, “has become
a completely black-led and largely working-class movement.”'” The mobilizaton of
African Americans to participate in their freedom struggle facilitated che shiff in strat-
egy of the struggle. The struggle shifted from verbal agitadon, legisiation, and court lit-
igation to direct action techniques ta secure constitutional rights; by involving the
tasses the struggle went “beyond constitutional rights to demand specific effors to
overcome poverty of the black masses!”!

King understood the vital role of the masses in bringing a progressive social change
and developed the strategy of ifivolving the masses and elites in massive direct action
through boycotts, demonstrations, and marches. Recognizing the importance of an or-
ganized voice, Martin Luther King and his colleagues created the SCLC. King believed
that when the oppressed “bury the psychology of servitude™ within themselves no force
can stop their freedom struggle.!’? He considered the Black struggle for freedom to be
a “new expression of the American dream that need not be realized at the expense of
other men around the world, but a dream of opportunity and lifé that can be shared
with the rest of the wordd”""* He dreamed and struggled to develop a just society
where peoples from all sectors of American society can live together as brothers and
sisters, where every person “will respect the dignity and worth of human persanal-
ity 1™ Although the racist establishment did not positively respond to his religious, po-
litical, and social messages, he atempted to influence the White ruling class by using
their religious philosophy: “You can use your powerful economic resources to wipe
poverty from the face of the carth. God never intended for one group of people to live
in superfluous inordinate wealth, while others lived in abject deadening poverty”’'”>
King’ visions reflect democracy and distribution of wealth:"A dream of equality of op-
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portunity, of privilege and property widely distributed; a dream of a land where men
will not take necessities from the many to give luxuries to the few; 2 dream of a land
where men do not argue that the color of 2 man's skin determines the content of his
character: a dream of a place where all our gifts and resources are held not for ourselves
slone but as inswuments of service for the rest of humanity; the dreamn of a country
where every man will respect the dignity and worth of all human personality, and men
will dare to live together as brothers—that is the dreamn.”!7®
Black students, supported by progressive White students, formed the Smadent Non-
violent Coordinating Commitree (SNCC) in 1960 and used sit-in tactics to desegre-
gate hotels, coffee shops, restaurants, movie theaters, libraries, supermarkets, parks, and
public wansportation systems. The SCLC and other civil rights organizations, under
the guidance of King, led effective desegregation campaigns in major American cities.
According to Jack M. Bloom, “Nonviolence and mass participation in the freedom
struggle became a central part of King's conmribution to the cause of black freedom.
Mass action transformed the character of the struggle itself—making it immeasurably
stronger, with a much more rapid pace” "7 King used religion, the media, and a strat-
egy of nonviolence, and mass participation to challenge the racist establishment.
“White America,” King remarked, “was forced to face the ugly facts of life as the
Negro thrust himself into the consciousness of the country, and dramatized his griev-
ances on a thousand brightly lighted stages™'™
During this phase of the African American movement, two important laws were
passed: the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. These laws
were passed to eliminate sepregation and integrate Blacks into American sociery. Then
Black revolutionary nationalists and the leading figures of the Civil Righes movement
began to assess the impact of these civil rights laws on those Blacks who did not have
jobs, education, and decemnt housing. Recognizing that these civil rights laws could not
fundamentally change the conditions of the Black majority, King tried to expand the
scope of the Black struggle. He raised human rights issues and aimed at creating an al-
liance with the poor and the working class in American society. 17% King was a very
complex religious and national leader, and a pragmatist who challenged the racist cap-
italist system on its territory by developing different strategies and tactics for the strug-
gle. In his attempt to build an alliance of the oppressed groups, King started the Poor
People’s Campaign:“I am speaking of all the poor, ! am not only concerned about the
black poor; I am concerned about poverty among my Mexican-Amnerican brothers;
am concerned about poverty among my Puerto Rican brothers; 1 am concerned
about poverty among my Appalachian white brothers, and [ wish they would realize
that we arc struggling against poverty for everybody and would join in a movement
to get rid of poverty.!® '
King calted upon the church to challenge the status quo and to struggle to change
an oppressive social order. He condemuned racism, economic cxploitation, and war as
the three primary evils in American sociery.'®! He had a clear vision on the issue of
integration. His main objective was to secure for African Americans access to state
power. King said, “‘Integration’ is meaningless withour the sharing of power. When |
speak of integration [ don't mean a romantic mixing of colors. I mean a real sharing
of power and n:spcms'1biI.=1ty.”'“2 He also saw integration as access to social justice,
" man dignity, equality, and freedom.'®
Since King recognized the connection between political power, wealth, and
poverty, he not only struggled to gain access to state power but also to reduce or
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eliminate poverty. He was both nationalist and internationalist. The following quota-
tion reflects King'’s complex ideological and political commitment: “Let us be dissat-
isfied uneil rat-infesved, vermin-filled sums will be a thing of a dark past and every
family will have a decent sanitary house in which to live. Let us be dissatisfied until
the empty stomachs of Mississippi are filled and idle industries of Appalachia are re-
vitalized. . . . Let us be dissatisfied until cur brothers of the Third World—Asia, Africa
and Latin America—will no longer be the victim of imperialist exploitation, but will
be lifted from the long night of poverty, illiteracy, and disease”'®* Manning Marable
comments that “King’s unfinished search for more radical reforms in America may
have been the central reason he was killed"!8

King was assassinated before he completed his historical mission. The assassinations
of Malcolm X in 1965 and King in 1968 and the limit of the civil rights laws to the
conditions of Black masses clearly contributed to the consolidation of Black militancy
and its crisis. Marable asserts, “After the assassinations of Malcolm and Martin, the
modern black movement for biracial democracy had been crippled, to be sure, bue it
was by no means destroyed. Yet the absence of a widely-shared theory and strategy for
black liberation was still missing; the political goal of black equality was still murky
and ill-defined; opportunism and accommodation of many black militanes and politi-
cal leaders still raised unresolved questions for future struggles.”'#

The Nation of Islam, a religious natianal movement, appealed o the Black muasses
in the 19505 and the 1960s as the Garvey Movement had. This movement “evolved
over a generation and only gradnally became a well-known symbol of protest—at
least in the black ghettos of America’s principal industrial cities."'®” While other
Black protest organizations attracted well-to-do African Americans and progressive
Whites, like the Garvey Movement, the Nation of Islam mainly attracted lower-class
Blacks, '™ This movement produced Maleolm X, who, after his death, “quickly be-
came the fountainhead of the modern renaissance of black narionalism in the late
1960s."'%? As Malcolm X gradually evolved to become the revolutionary nationalist
leader, his understanding of the Black question went beyond the comprehension of
the other leaders of the Nation of Islam, Because of his militancy and vision, Mal-
colm was expelled from the Nation of Islhim and created firse the Muslim Mosque
and then the Organization of African American Unity {QOAAU) in 1964. His ideo-
logical and intellectual maturity and his increased commitment to the emzncipation
of his people shortened his life. Robert Allen argues that “Martin Luther King and
Malcolm X were both assassinated at precisely the point ar which they began work-
ing actively and consciously against the racism and exploitation generated by the
American capitalist system, both at home and abroad.”'” The assassinations of these
two prominent leaders further frustrated the Black masses and increased their mili-
tancy. Both King and Malcolm, although each emerged through a different route to
lead the Black struggle, recognized the mabiliy of the existing organizations to ac-
complish the objectives of the African American movement. Exploring this problem,
William W. Sales notes, “While the existing institutional structure supported the early
period of the Black insurgency, as the movement matured the existing institutional
and organizational structures were inadequate to the new tasks at hand. Both men
recognized that the further developmeat of the movement required new organiza-
tional forms and for their supporters to relate to each other in new and different
ways. King’s *Poor People’s Campaign’ represented this search while Malcolm X cre-
ated the CAAUM®
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3. Revolutionary Nationalism: The Vall of Black Struggle

A third pillar of Aftican American nationalism that emphasized political, economic, and
social transformation ini Black America was revolutionary narionaism. Marabie expresses
that “militant nationalists of the post-war era were both anti-racist and anti-integra-
Gonist, in the sense that they opposed Jim Crow laws and simultaneously advocated all-
black economic, polifical and social instimations" 12 African American nationalists,
particularly revolurionary ones, did not want to be integrated into White society as sub-
ordinates. They struggled for Black human dignity and true equaliry. Reflecting on the
tactical differences among Black leaders on the positions of integration and separation,
Malcolm X argued “that our people want a complete freedom, justice and equality, ot
recognition and respect as human beings. . . . So, integration is not the objective nor sep-
aration the objective. The objective is complete respect as human beings"'%

Among many, Malcolm X and Stokely Carmichael forcefully argued that Black
America must have control of its political economy, life, and culture in order to sur-
vive and to fandamentally transform itself.'** It was their position that this cannot be
done without the mobilization of all social classes and groups in the Black commu-
nity on a national Jeve] under a national leadership. As Sales notes, Black nationalism
as an ideology “became a major force at a transition stage in the development of the
Civil Rights movement: the stage requiring the accelerated institutionalization of for-
mal movement organizations, the transformation of a regional movement into a traly
national one, and the integration of previously inactive classes and social groups into
the ongoing mobilization™%® Discussing the importance of Blacks having control
over their lives and attaining development, Malcolm X said,"Just because you're in this
country doesn't make you an American. No, you've got to go farther than that before
you can become an American.You've got to enjoy the fruirs of Americanism.”"* Dur-
ing this phase, various militant and revolutionary organizations and the Black masses
began tv go beyond the civil rights demands.' Jack M. Bloom says,“The civil rights
movement had won its victories becanse blacks had been able to 2ssemble a coalition
that altered the balance of power within the nation.That coalition had brought about
structural change within the south; but that same coalition put limits on the extent of
change it was willing to support””!? Malcolm X recognized this reality and started to
search for an organizational solution.

Malcolm X was 2 revolutionary democratic leader who combined the best ele-
ments of “the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Righes, the Constitution of the U.S.A. and the Bill of Rights” in the objectives of his
new organization, the Organization of African American Unity (QAAU).'” He
atempted to revolutionize and internationalize the African Amierican movement by
creating the OAAU. According to Sales, “Due to U.S. fear of world opinion, interna-
tionalizing the struggle of African Americans would give Black people breathing room
against the power of racism in the United States. Such breathing room could be used
to organize for self-defense, aggressive electoral politics, and Black economic ad-
vancement.?® Using the OAAU, Malcolm planned to form an Aftican American
united front based on the ideologies of Black nationalism and Pan-Africanism. He
spread revolurionary Black nationalism to the masses.

— Malcolm X miobilized material, intellectual, and ideological resources to chal-
1ge the racist establishment and to provide a new direction for the African Amer-
' 1can movement. He made the most important contribution in the ideclogical arena
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because he insisted that African Americans rethink their past experience in Africa
and America by recognizing the significance of history and criticism.** In an at-
tempt to increase the political consciousness of African Americans and lead their
movement in a new direction, he struggled to expose “the confusion and inacticn
which resulted from the internalization of the racist ruling class’s view of the
world”22 Malcolm X criticized civil rights leaders for not being critical enough in
exposing the racist establishment and for their lack of vision in advocating an
African American cultural identity: “Civil Rights thinkers never exposed the ideol-
ogy of the ruling class itself to critical scrutiny. Behind the facade of racial equaliry,
African Americans were frozen ar the bottom of the political, economic, and socizl
pyramid even though the structure of legal segregation and discrimination was
being dismancled ™

Malcolm X criticized civil rights leaders for limiting the objective of the Black
struggle to integration and civil rights, not challenging the ideological foundation of
USS. society, limiting the strategy of the struggle to nonviolence, refusing to recog-
nize the African American peoplehood, and accepting * Americanness” uncritically.®™
Because of his militancy, dedication, oratory, fiery media appearance, and revolution-

Mmac

ary character, Malcolm X was considered “an apostle of armed resistance, the elec-
tronic man,” “shining Prince,” and “an uncompromising champion of his people."??
With the increased militancy of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King and their as-
sassinations, Black organizations like the SNCC also increased their social commit-
ment to the Black struggle, According to Lester, Black revolutionary nationalisis
began to send 2 new message to White America: “This is their message: The days of
singing freedom songs and the days of combating bullets and billy clubs with love are
over. ‘We Shall Overcome’ sounds old, outdated. ‘Man, the people are too busy get-
ting ready to fighe"*%

Initially, SNCC emerged as one of the reformist civil rights organizations to fight
against segregation. But after a few years it changed its position to militancy.™ SNCC
leaders coined the phrase “Black Power” to express the demand for self-determination.
Clayborne Carson indicates that the late 1960s “had awakened dortnant traditions of
black radicalism and racial separatism by fostering among black people a greater scnse
of pride, confidence, and racial identity. Through their increasing positive response t0
the concept of black power, Afro-Americans . . . indicated their determination to use
hard-won human rights to improve their lives in ways befitting their own cultural val-
ues™™™ Black militancy became the order of the day in the late 1960s. According ta
Emily Stoper,“By 1966, SNCC was a radical organization; it believed that it could not
achieve success without a fundamental change in American institutions.”*” Although
it was led by young educated Black clites, it atrracted progressives and the other op-
pressed groups and classes. Stoper notes that “it mobilized the young and the dispos-
sessed into a group that challenged directly first conservatives and then liberals and
finally all those who were not dissatisfied with the status quo. By its actvism and self-
sacrifice, it rebuked those who saw sonte evils but contented themselves with passive
and untaxing remedies.”"

Some SINCC groups began to advocate forming African American independent
institutions and racial separation. Carson explains, “Believing thac they should not
only stinlare Black militancy but also create black-controlled institutions to se-
cure lasting social gains, SNCC workers gradually abandoned strategics based on
assistance from the federal government or the emerging New Left. A group of
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SNCC activists began to see racial separation as an ideal that would awaken the
1211
with SNCC in decline because of its internal organizational contradiction and be-
cause of the opposition from and suppression by the White establishment, the Black
Panther Party emerged as the leading Black nationalist organization among youth.
It wes formed in 1966 in Oaklund, California, and in 1969 it created an alliance
with new left radical communist Whites.?'? It advocated revolutionary nationalism
and a strategy of self-defense. Explaining the essence of Black Power, Huey New-
ton, one of the prominent leaders of this organization, says, “When black people
start defining things and making it act in a desired manner, then we call this Black

Power'?1?

The OAAU, the SNCC, and the Black Panther Party struggled to bring about a
fundamental social change in American society. The new Black revolutionaries be-
Lieved “that black dignity and liberation are not possible in the United States without
profound changes in the system-—changes which run so deep that only so sirong a
word as ‘revolutionary’ will do to describe them."”?™* One of the Black revolutionary
organizations, the Black Panther Party, developed a ten-point program in 1966. This
program included the demands for political power, national self-determination, full
employment, decent education, housing, food, justice to end police brutality and un-
fair trials, and economic development.2!® The Black Panther Party picked up the gun
for self-defense.2'® Another movement that advocated armed struggle was the Revo-
lutionary Action Movement (RAM):"RAM represented the wing of the Civil Rights
movement most commitred to revolutionary guerrilla warfare in the United States. It
had direct ties to Robert Willianis, then exiled in Cuba, anid the nationalist wing of
the southern student movement and its norchern groups. RAM also had a grounding
in Marxist-Leninist ideology which gave to its variant of Black nationalism a particu-
lar Icfiist character”2!? Furthermore, the formation of the Republic of New Africa in
1967 to create an independent African American state in the Deep South of the
United States was another expression of Black revolurionary nationalism.

The Black masses began spectacular rebellions and set fire to millions of dollars of
property in big cities. Marable estimates that “the ghetto rebellion from 1964 to 1972
led to 250 deaths, 10,000 serious injuries, and 60,000 arrests, at a cost of police, troops,
other coercive measures taken by the state and losses to business amounting to billions
of dollars.” ' The White establishment could not tolerate the revolutionary aspect of
Black nationalism. The government developed a double-edged policy to deal with
Black militancy. On one hand, by using civil rights laws, the government integrated
Black reformist elites into the American system. On the other hand, it suppressed the
Black masses and Black revolucionaries. Several hundreds of Blacks who participated
in a series of rebellions were either killed or imprisoned. Robert Allen reports, “the
FBI had organized a secret nationwide conspiracy . .. to ‘expose, disrupt, misdirect,
discredit, or otherwise neutralize’ black freedom organizations and their leaders. The
tactics employed in this illegal FBI program included everything from sending ‘anony-
mous’ poison-pen letters to red-baiting, planting agents and provocateurs in organiza-
tions, using illegal telephone taps and burglarizing files, provoking violent
confrontations between different groups, and assassinating miliant leaders % As re-
fo~rnist approaches limited the capacity of the Black struggle to broaden mobilization
o facilitate fiundamental social change, revolutionary strategies invited repression
from the White establishment.
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Conclusion

The Black struggle for self-determination, democracy, social justice, and development
partially succeeded in achieving its objectives: the institutions of the racial caste sys-
tem were legally defeated. Several laws were passed to legally protect the political and
economic rights of the Black people. But mainly the African American elites have
benefited from these changes, although there is structural limitation to what they can
achieve. The interest of the Black masses was suppressed with the suppression of Black
revolutionary and cultural nationalists. In practical terms, individual, institutional, and
structural racism has remained intact in American society despite the fact that it is il-
legal to discriminate based on race or national origin. Because of the opposition from
the White establishment and the lack of a long-term cultural and political strategy
among the African American community, the struggle for cultural ideatity and multi-
cultural democracy has not yet achieved expected goals. The objective of uansform-
ing Black America fundamentally has failed since the majority of Blacks are still at the
bottom of society; African Americans still do not have cqual access to political, eco-
nomic, and cultural resources of the country.

By focusing on the Civil Rights movement, most scholars and politicians have de-
nied a historical stage for the revolutionary and cultural aspects of the Black national
movement. However, cultural nationalism and the revolutionary wing of the Black:
nationalist movement and the Black masses were the backbone of the Civil Rights
movement. Revolutionary and militant Black organizations supported in practice the
maovement and at the same time went beyond it in demanding a fundamental social
change. With the success of the Civil Rights movement in dismantling the legal in-
frastructute of American apartheid and the suppression of revolutionary nationalism,
African American cultural nationalism lost its centrality and more attention was given
to integration. Of course, as the result of the Black struggle, the size of the Black nuid-
dle class grew from about 15 percent to 37 percent of the Black population from
1960 to 1980.%% ,

But cultural assimilation since the seventeenth century and integration since the
mid-1960s did not fundamentally transform Black America. In 1966 Meier and
Rudwick asked the following question: “Will the civil rights organizations be able
to harness this political potential [the growing middle-class blacks] and thus help the
black masses in the ghetto to secure for themselves the power with which to com-
pel society to provide them with adequate employment, education, and housing?”
22 presently, because of the absence of organizations that can effectively articulate
the demands of the Black majority, existing civil rights organizations and Black
elites could not obtain adequate goods and services for the Black community. As 2
result, the majority of the African Americans have been left in ghettos and exposed
to all social ills, such as poverty, illiteracy, disease, unemployment, crimes, police bru-
tality, and drugs. Alphonso Pinkney argues, “Public support for black progress virtu-
ally disappeared, and blacks were once again being blamed for their plight in 2
society where racism has historically been an integral part of all of its insticutions
and has served to maintain and protect white privilege"??2 The suppression of rev-
olutionary nationalism and the incorporation of Black elites into the White racist
capitalist establishment since the mid-1960s have perpetuated the dependency that
does not allow Blacks to have political and cultural power, which is required to fa-
cilitate a fundamental social transformation.




The Development of African American Nationalism 53

Both structural and institutional racism and the intensification of globalization have
" increased the problem of the African American masses. With the intensification of
globalization, the racist capitalist economic restructuring has shified the Black popu-
lation from being incorporated into the capitalist economy as the lowest of the most
super-exploited sector to being discarded and marginalized from participation in the
capitalist production process. White flight to suburbia mainly to undermine desegre-
gation laws after the mid-1960s and the intensification of globalization have created 2
functional transformation in large American cities where the Black people live. These
cities have become the centers of knowledge-intensive service industries, such as ad~
ministration, information, finance, law and health, insurance, colleges and universities,
transportation and communication technologies, and management consulting. At the
same time, labor-intensive jobs that require fewer skills and less education in manu-
facturing and retail have been declining because of industrial relocation and capital
flight to suburbia and peripheral countries. According to J. 1. Kasarda, “The simulta-
neous transformation and selective decline of the employment and residential bases of
these cities have contributed to a number of serious problems, including a widening
gap between urban job-structures and the skill levels of disadvantaged residents (with
corresponding high rates of sructural unemployment), spatial isolation of low-income
minorities, and an intractable high level of urban poverty. Accompanying these prob-
lers have been a plethora of social and institutional ills further aggravating the
predicament of people and places in distress: rising crime, poor public schools. . . "**

These social ills, pardcularly unemployment and poverty, have forced some Blacks
to depend on the welfare economy and the underground economy. Rather than pro-
mote development and transformation, these economies perpetuate dependency,
hopelessness, despair, drug abuse, family dissolution, and crime. R.eferring to the un-
derdevelopment of Black America, Roger Wilkins argues, “The state of helplessness,
debility, and cultural deprivation imposed for centuries on millions of blacks in the
United States did not prepare them, their children, or their grandchildren for the tran-
sition into a modern high-tech society”?* Currently, Black ghettos are controlled by
two main forces: the police and gangs. These are not forces of development. When po-
lice are the force of social control, gangs are forces of social destruction. Because of
these problems and the availability of opportunities in suburbia, the Black elites left
these cities, leaving behind the Black masses, This makes the future of the Black strug-
gle complex.

The Black masses in inner cities have lost control of their educational, social, po-
Htical, and economic institutions. The subordination of Black America to White
America for centuries has arrested African American cultural and economic devel-
opment, Since the Black movement legally challenged American apartheid laws, the
future struggle can use these successes and engage in developing cultural, political,
and intellectual strategies that are reguired in developing Black America and pro-
moting multicultural democracy. Further, the complex features of the previous strug-
gle, such as Black mass militancy, resilient cultural and instiutional resources, the
sophisticated political and ideological pragmatism of Martin Luther King, the cultural
and revolutionary heroism of Malcolm X, the organizational knowledge of various

rassroots leaders, and the accumulated liberation knowledge of Black intellectuals,

n be the foundation of the future African American struggle for total emancipation

' «nd development.
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