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THEORIZING OROMUMMAA

The main purpose of this paper is to theotize Oromummaa by
conceptualizing it on different levels and offering theoretical insights
and critical analysis of the Oromo national movement in relations to
the struggles of other colonized and oppressed peoples.! Theorizing
and conceptualizing Oromummiaa specifically in relation to the
ideological problem? of the Oromo nation movement and that of the
others require recognizing the need to transform thinking and
scholarship in Oromo politics and studies in order to critically and
thoroughly assess the prospects for Oromo politico-cultural
transformation and liberation. Theoretically, critically, and practically
comprehending Ormnmmaa as Oromo nationalism, national culture,
and identity is essential because the Oromo nation is the fulcrum for
bringing about a fundamental transformation in the Ethiopian Empire
and the Hom of Africa in order to establish sustainable peace,
development, security, and an egalitarian multinational democracy.
The primary reason for this assertion is that the Oromo are the
largest national group in the empire and the region; Finfinnee, which
the colonialists call Addis Ababa, is the heart of Oromia and the seat
of the Ethiopian colonial state, the African Union, and many
international organizations. In addition, Oromia is located in the heart

1 These colonized and oppressed nations include the Sidama, Annuaks,
Ogaden-Somali, Hadiya, Nuer, and others. The oppressed Amharas and
Tigrayans who are not part of the Ethiopian colonizing structures can be
part of the egalitarian multinational democratic project by rejecting the
colonial ideology of Ethiopianism, which has perpetuated colonial terror,
underdevelopment, poverty and famine in the Ethiopian Empire/

2 For the better understanding the ideological problem of the Oromo
national movement, sce Asafa Jalata and Harwood Schaffer,
“Gadaa/ Sigqee as the Fountain of Oromummaaa and the Theoretical Base
of  Oromo Liberation,” Journal of Oromio S tudes,
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THEORIZING OROMUMMAA
Theoretical Insights on Movements

While colonial states, nation-states, dominant classes, powerful
racial/ethno-national groups, corporations, and patriarchal institutions
have been engaged in producing false or biased knowledge, theories,
and narratives in order to naturalize and justify all forms of inequality
and injustice, various progressive social movements—national
movements, women’s movements and labor unions—have struggled
to expose and discredit such knowledge by producing alternative
narratives, theories, knowledge, and worldviews.* Consequently, there
are two forms of contradictory processes of theory and knowledge
production, narratives, and modes of thought in the capitalist world
system: one form is associated with a dominant narrative and
knowledge for total control, exploitation and the maintenance of the
status quo while the other is associated with subaltern narratives and
knowledge for liberation, social justice, and egalitarian democracy.’
Despite the fact that various social movements, including the Oromo
national movement, have introduced some social reforms, they have
yet to develop a necessary critical theory of human liberation that
invigorates the struggle to overthrow the dominant worldview in order
to produce a new politico-economic paradigm—one which will
facilitate the emergence of a participatory and egalitarian democracy
for all peoples.

Most often, subaltern movements and social revolutions have
been about the capture of state power and subsequently have become
an integral part of the capitalist world system. As a result, social
movements and social revolutions have only been successful in
introducing limited changes and reforms that are confined by the
parameters of global capitalism.¢ Nevertheless, the increasing crises of
the capitalist world-system—the possible depletion of the world’s
valuable resources, global financial and ecological crises, growing

4 Critical thinking and studies, such as subaltern studies, assist to confront
and expose the false claims of universalism, dominant ideology and
worldviews that attempt to hide colonial hist()n_' and imperialist pr:lcticcs
in Africa and other places.

5  Tor detailed discussion, see Asafa Jalata, “The Struggle for Knowledge:
The Case of Emergent Oromo Studies,” Afiican $tudies Review, Vol. 39,
No. 2(Sep., 1996), pp. 95-123. _

6 Sce Giovanni Arrighi, Terence K. Hopkins, and Immanuel Wallertein,
Anti-systemic Movements, (London: Verso, 1989).
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theoretical approaches of social movements have failed to explain how
the politicized collective grievances lead to collective action. In the
1960s, resource mobilization theory emerged, challenging the classical
model of collective behavior and social movements.!" National
liberation movements such as that of the African American and
Oromo flourished in the Rest and the West. The African American
national struggle developed in the US in its reformist, revolutionary,
and cultural phases.!" Progressive movement scholars and activists
started to use neo-Marxism and conflict theory as alternative theories
to explain the relatonship among political power, conflict, and
domination. Resource mobilization theory as a theoretical paradigm
shift challenged the collective behavior approach. This theory
primarily depended on political, sociological, and economic theories
and paid less attention to political interests, social psychology, and
other issues.!?

Criticizing resource mobilization theory, political process theory
emerged in the 1970s by explaining social movements in relation to
capitalism, industrialization, urbanization, and state formation.!* The
political process model criticized resources mobilization for: (1)
downplaying politics and political interests; (2) deemphasizing the role
of grievances, ignoring ideology, and exaggerating rationalistic roles of
movement actors; and (3) ignoring group solidarity as well as social
psvchology.!* Combining the traditions of Karl Marx, Max Weber, and
John Stuart Mill, Chatles Tilly emphasized the importance of ideology,
grievances, aspects of rationality, the importance of social solidarity
and common interests, and the availability of political opportunities

10 See for example, John D. McCarthy and Mayer N. Zald, “The Enduring
Vitality of the Resource Mobilization Theory of Social Movements” in
Jonathan H. Turner (ed.), Handbook of Sociological Theory, (New York:
Springer Science and Business Media, LLC), pp. 553- 566.

11 Sec Asafa Jalata, Fighting against the lnjustice of the State and Globalization:
Comparing the African American and Oromo Morements, New York: Palgrave,
2001).

12 Sce for example, Charles Tilly, From Mobilization to Rerolution, (Reading,
MA: Addison-Wesley, 1978); D()ug McAdam, Political Process and the
Development of Black Insurgeney, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1982), pp. 42-43)

13 [bdd.

14 Steve Buechler, Understanding Social Movements, pp. 123-140).
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help. in the construction of meaning and understanding of grievances,
motivations, recruitment process, and identity formation. Framing and
construction theorv identifies three categories and focuses on them.
These three categories are: (1) the process through which social
movements frame grievances as injustice and illegitimate and require a
collective challenge; (2) the recognition of movements such as status
and identity politics, religious movements, lifestvle interests, and
environmental concerns; and (3) the necessity to understand the role
of meaning and signification.?! By focusing on micro-level analysis,
framing and social construction theory emphasizes the impormnc.e of
cognitive liberation for politicizing grievances. Cognitive liberation
allows people to integrate individual interests, values: and beliefs with
the activities, goals, and ideology of social movements.

When there is cognitive liberation or the transformation of
consciousness and behavior, movements emerge. The process of the
transformation of political consciousness indicates that when
movement actors do not recognize the legitimacy of a given
establishment, they may organize and engage in Eollecti\"e action. Most
political process theorists focus on structural factors of political
opportunity and organization and have paid less attention to subjective
factors such as cognitive liberation.2 William Gamson recognized the
importance of micro-mobilization and cognitive liberalion and
identified the role of ideas and political consciousness in sl';aping
collective action.?* In micro-mobilization, know-how is verv
important, and it includes “a repertoire of knowledge about how to
engage in collective action along with the skills to apply that
knowledge.”* Micro-level analyzing and convincing pe()lsle to
mobilize and organize require building loyalty, manaqiné the logistics
of collective action, mediating internal conflict, and framiné and
politicizing grievances in relation to structural factors,2s

Referring to the theoretical framework of Ervin Goffman, Steven
M. Buechler defines framing as an “interpretive schemata that’ people
use to identify, label, and render meaningful events in their lives.
Frames allow people to organize expetiences and guide actions, both

21 Steven Buechler, 7bid, pp. 145-159.

22 Chatles Tilly, 7bid; Doug McAdam, ibid.

23 William Gamson in Bruce Fireman and Steven Buechler, Enconnters with
Unjust Anthority, (Homewood, IL: Dorsey Press, 1982), pp- 6-9.

24  Steven Buechler, Understanding Social Movements, p. 144,

25 William Gamson, Ibid.
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action.”* Therefore, it is a priority of the Oromo national movement
to have the clarity in its ideology, which Oromummaa provides.
Theorizing Orommummaa in general and its different levels in
particular is essential for increasing cognitive liberation and building
consensus and the unity of purpose in the diverse leadership of the
Oromo movement in order to consolidate its organizational capacity.
Furthermore, the theory and practice of Orommummaa help in exposing
the ideological fallacy of Ethiopianism universalism, progress,
modernity, development, civilization, and humanity that mainstream
theories and knowledge use as a legitimating discourse in order to hide
the massive human rights violations of indigenous peoples such as the
Oromo and other subaltern groups by contributing to the perpetuation
of unfreedoms such as underdevelopment, poverty, and suffering. By
refuting the false claims of Ethiopians, which supports and promotes
colonialism, national Oromummaa advocates freedom, social justice,
national self-determination, and egalitarian multinational democracy
for all peoples who are suffering in the Ethiopian Empire and beyond.
The theorization of Ormunmaa requires at least five levels of
conceptualization: at the first level, having a basic form of Orommmmaa
means to manifest Oromoness by practicing some aspects of Oromo
culture, language, belief systems, values, norms, customs, and
traditions. Whether an Oromo is politically conscious or not, she or he
automatically develops this form of Ommummaa because of the
influence of the Oromo family and community institutions. Hence,
every Oromo, if not totally assimilated by another culture, has the basic
form of Orommmimaa. At this historical moment, most Oromo have this
kind of Orommummaa even though their national political consciousness
is limited. On the basic level, most Oromo speak the same language
called Afaan Oromoo, claim a common historical and cultural
background, and face similar challenges of Ethiopian colonial
terrorism,  repression,  cultural - domination,  exploitation, and
humiliation. To a greater or lesser extent, most Oromo manifest basic
Orommmmaa in their cultural values, norms, and belief systems that have
been encoded in and expressed by .4fuan Oromoo, which unites all
Oromo branches as one people/one nation. Therefore, the Oromo
language is the primary carrier of the essence and features of Oromo

30 Alex Roberto Hybel, The Power of Ideology, New York: Routledge), p. 1.
31 see the artice: http:/ /works.bepress.com/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=
1050&context=asafa_jalata
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individuals and groups who lack self-respect and are submissive and
ready to serve the colonialists at the cost of their own people. Under
these conditions, the Oromo basic needs and self-actualizing powers
have not been fulfilled. “If failure to satisfv biological needs leads to
disease and physical death,” Hussein Abdilahi Bulhan notes, “then
denial of human contact, communication, and affirmation...leads to a
social and psychological ‘starvation’ or ‘death.””

The Ethiopian colonialists have caused the physical death of
millions, and further attempted to introduce social and cultural death
to the Oromo by suppressing their basic Oromummaa and by preventing
them from developing Oromo nationalism. Those who were bom into
Oromo families and lost their basic Ommmmmaa developed an
inferiority complex and sense of self-hatred that Ethiopian colonialism
had imposed on them; some of them have becomes the tools of the
Ethiopian state. Since the colonization of the Oromo, one of the> goals
of the Ethiopian state has been the destruction of an indeper;dent
Ororpo I;adership; the Amhara-Tigrayan state has used both violent
and institutional mechanisms to ensure that the Qromo remain
leaderless. In addition, to ensure its colonial domination, the Ethiopian
state has destroyed or suppressed Oromo institutions \\;hile rlorif\I;n
establishing, and expanding the Amhara-Tigrayan instjtutjoﬁs such i
language, government, and Orthodox Christianity in Oromia and
beyond.* This state has also sought to suppres's Oromo history
culFure, and language while promoting that of the Abvyssinians The,
main  reason for suppressing or destroving the rﬁa\ior O;omo
institutions was to prevent the transmission of the Oromo system of
knowledge and wisdom, the Oromo belief systems and cultut:ai norms
from generation to generation, and to prevént “each new generation
[from] engaging creatively with the circumstances in which Ehev found
themselves to find expression for the core values in the wﬁv they
organized themselves.”*" ’ )

Orommnmmaa as a conceptual and theoretical framework is elastic
and expands to the political arena. Therefore, an Oromo, who has an

38 Hussein Abdilahi Bulhan, 7bid, 56.

39 Ethiopian settler colonialism established five institutional arrangements
in Oromia in order to tightly control Oromo society and intensify its
exploitation: (1) garrison cities and towns, (2) sla\'eﬁ', (3) the c;)lé)nial
landholding system, (4) the nafxanya-gabbar system (serﬁi-slaverv) and (5)
the Oromo collaborative class. o

40 Bonnie Holcomb, #bid.
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overcome them. The triple ideological problems of the Oromo
national movement are Ethiopianism and the failed ideologies of the
East and the West that have victimized the Oromo.$® Oromunimaa as 2
theory of liberation refutes false or biased knowledge and challenges
reactionary narratives that naturalize and justify colonialism and 2
forms of social hierarchies, injustices, and expfoitation because it 18
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activists from their society so that they cannot build their leadership
and organizational capacity in their own society. The theory of
Orommmmaa attempts to make these criminal policies clearly
understood by Oromo society and others who are truly interested in
promoting human rights and democracy.

Depending on the theory of framing and social construction, the
Oromummaa theory focuses also on micro-level analysis of Oromo
cultural studies that help in understanding Oromo social psychology
to know how to increase micro-mobilization through developing skills
and knowledge. At this moment, our understanding of Oromo
psvchology is limited, and we need psychologists and other social
scientists to study and explain what the majority of Oromo think about
their national struggle on individual, group or community levels in
Oromia and beyond. By recognizing that collective actions are socially
constructed and not naturally given, the theory of Oromummaa assists
in studying and suggesting ways of constructing meaning and
understanding the essence of collective and individual grievances,
motivation, identity formation, and recruitment. The theory also helps
in critically analyzing and understanding social structures and
subjective factors such as cognitive liberation by clearly recognizing
the role of ideas and political consciousness in minimizing [;olitical
ignorance and fatalism for shaping collective action. It is only by
cultivating Oromo political consciousness and building strong Oromo
leadership and organizational capacity that the Oromo nation can
survive the genocidal attacks it faces from its enemies and it also can
liberate itself from the colonial and imperial savagery of the 21
century.

Scholars who are engaged in Oromo studies from all social science
disciplines need to mobilize their intellectual resources to assist in
building national Oromumniaa both in theory and practice in order to
enable the Oromo national movement to fully develop its leadership
and organizational capacity through acquiring required know-how,
skills, and knowledge thus overcoming the deficit of capabilities. As 1
have mentioned above, unfreedoms that the Ethiopian colonial state
has imposed on Oromo society have underdeveloped Oromo human
capabilities that are required to build an effective and free democratic
society. Presently the majority of Oromo are politically passive and
controlled by the Tigrayan minority regime. In 2014, when this racist
and murderous regime brutalized, tortured, and killed Oromo students
and others who were resisting the colonial policies of the regime such

19




THEORIZING OROMUMMAA
JOURNAL OF OROMO STUDIES

izati i i ender and class hierarchies—
i i organizations—through dismantling g > hierz
e Vi G S e eoer Pln ha the Oromo students insgtead of vertical organizations that buttress injustices and
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to encourage and support all activities that build Oromo national
identity, culture, and liberation ideology-.

The fifth level of Oromummaa, which can be called global
Oromummiaa, expands the principles of freedom, justice for all, national
self-determination and egalitarian multinational democracy bevond the
Oromo nation. Using the philosophy of safin (moral and ethical order),
global Ormmummaa promotes horizontal and democratic relations
among all the various peoples who have been colonized and brutalized
by the Ethiopian colonial state. Furthermore, since this Qrommmmaa is
about uprooting unfreedoms and establishing a just, democratic, and
peaceful society, the Oromo national movement is unequivocally
against revenge and the hatred of any peoples, including the colonizing
nations of Ahmara and Tigray. Therefore, the Oromo national
movement also struggles to demonstrate to these oppressing nations
the importance of organizing societies horizontally and democratically
rather than hierarchically and dictatorially in order to establish durable
peace and justice. This movement recognizes the significance of
restoring the best cultural and democratic elements, similar to
gadaa/ siggee (Oromo democracy), by all the colonized peoples in the
Ethiopian Empire because these elements form the foundation for
building an inclusive egalitarian democracy. Overall, the theorv of
Oromummaa focuses on building strategies and tactics for overcorﬁing
unfreedoms and the deficits of leadership and

capability.

organizational

Overcoming Unfreedoms and Deficits of Capabilities

Unfreedoms are obstacles for the development of human
capabilities.*” Starting during the last decades of the 19 century, when
the Oromo nation and others were colonized and incorporat'ed into
the Ethiopian Empire, they have been prevented from sufficiently
developing their human capabilities. These peoples have been denied
the free social arrangements and institutions that are necessary for
creating and building a free and democratic society by successive
Ethiopian colonial regimes. The denial of a formal education to these
societies has underdeveloped their leadership and organizational
capacities, which are the primary instruments needed to tackle the
problem of unfreedoms such as ignorance, underdevelopment, and
poverty. Underdevelopment involves the lack of

47  Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom.
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independence/autonomy to determine one’s destiny; it is characterized
by poverty, illiteracy, powerlessness, lack of democracy, social crises,
and disasters such as famines and wars.®® Most members of these
societies lack freedom of choice, skills and capacity, freedom O
knowledge production and dissemination, and creativity, ctc.

In additon to the lack of freedoms, the Oromo and other
colonized peoples are still denied improved material wellbeing because
they are prevented from having free social arrangements an
institutions that help in developing the free cultural capital t}}at is
necessaty for enjoying equality of opportunity and quality of life. A
underdeveloped and impoverished socicties, they still do not have the
power to freely determine their national destinies because they .lack'
adequate leadership and organizational capacities and the milita?)
technology needed to fight against their enemies. Colonial unfreedom?
have denied the Oromo and others of educational and tcchnOlOgm?e

capacity. The Habasha tormentors and their collaboratofs ha;
expropriated the economic resources of the colonized PeOPlcsl 1 of
their economies including land and other natural resources ﬂf}d atatc-
which have been owned or controlled by the Fthiopian colonial 8
Fthiopian colonialism and its unfreedoms have destroyed the ¢t the
capital and social capital of the Oromo and other nations “,’1 c of
Ethiopian Empire. Pierre Bourdieu expanded Karl Marx’s ¥
capital from a narrowly conceived economic category o il {0
exchange for profit to cultural capital®’ and social cap | that
demonstrate how these categories can be forms of mone
can be invested in offspring to secure benefits and up\vard
and intergeneration mobility.5 o
Bourdieu established the relationship among three 1©
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capital can present itself in three fundamental guises; as economic
capital, which is immediately and directly convertible into money and
may be institutionalized in the forms of private property righ'ts; as
cultural capital, which is convertible, on certain conditions, into
cconomic capital and may be institutionalized in the forms of
[position of power] and educational qualifications; and as socia/
capital, made of social obligations (‘connections’), which is
convertible, in certain conditions, into economic capital and may be
institutionalized in the form of a tide of nobility.” 3!

He notes that as unequal access to money capital perpetuates social
inequalities, unequal access to cultural capital and social capital in their
continual transmission or conversion into accumulation from
generation to generation reproduce social inequalities. As they have
lost all their freedoms to Ethiopian colonialism, the Oromo and other
colonized peoples have also lost all these forms of capital by the same
system. In most cases, the successes of individuals, groups, and nations
do not necessarily depend on their respective talent or intelligence, but
primarily depend on having access to all forms of capital. An
individual’s achievements depend on cultural capital and social capital
that are inherited from institutions such as families, schools, and
others. Cultural capital and social capital are relational and they exist
with other forms of capital since one form of capital can be converted
into another form of capital.

All forms of capital are generated and transmitted through social
processes from family to children and through other insdtuﬁons and
the larger society. Bourdieu explains that one form of capital can be
converted into another form. Bourdieu’s theories of cultural capital
and social reproduction primarily focus on the roles of family and
educational institutions in reproducing class inequalities. HO\;ze\'er,
here the concept of cultural capital is broadly used to include all mental
products, including informal education, of Oromo and other societies
that have been accumulated from generation to generation to improve
their ways life. As already demonstrated, Ethiopian colonialism has
significantly weakened the cultural capital of the colonized societies to
make them ignorant and passive in order to easily dominate and
control them and exploit their labor and other economic resources.
The Oromo national movement with other similar movements in the
empire must realize this difficult problem and begin to unlock and

51 1bid. p. 2.
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form of gender and class equality within Oromo societv and other
similar societies. There is not any doubt that if Oromo nationalists fully
develop national Orommnmmaa as their revolutionary ideology and build
a united leadership, organizational capacity, effectively organize the
Oromo masses, and ally with the other colonized peoples, they can
defeat and eject Tigrayan colonial forces and their collaborators from
Oromia and the other colonized regions within a short period of time.
The Oromo national movement not only needs to build its
leadership and organizational capacity, but it also needs to develop a
strategic vision and political plans for working with other colonized
nations who are interested in implementing the principles of national
self-determination and egalitarian multinational democracy. While
Oromo nationalists engage in debates and dialogues for formulating
policies that reflect their indigenous democracy, they must also
develop political plans that they can share with other peoples who have
similar interests for the purpose of discussion, debate, and consensus
building. As mentioned above, the Oromo nation can play a central
role in implementing the principles of national self-determination and
multinational democracy provided that it effectively mobilizes its
abundant human and economic resources and allies itself with others
to build their human capabilities. In developing leadership and
organizational capacity, emphasis should be given to building
organizations and institutions rather than promoting the egos and
leadership roles of individuals in order to avoid the pitfalls of many
liberation fronts that won wars of liberation but failed to build healthy
and effective democratic societies. The disasters of the Eritrean and
Tigrayan liberation fronts are living examples. They simply won the
war against the Ethiopian state and eventually became its photocopy.
Developing a united, skillful, knowledgeable, and determined
leadership that truly believes in democratic principles and hard work is
very crucial for the advancement and success of the Oromo and other
national movements in the empire. For Oromo society, without
building the kind of leadership and organization that reflect the
Oromo democratic and consultative traditions, it is impossible to
effectively and fully develop national Ormummaa and mobilize and
organize the Oromo to liberate themselves. The same is true for the
other colonized societies. Those Oromo leaders who created the
Macha-Tulama Self-Help Association and the OLF reflected some
Oromo democratic and consultative traditions although such
traditions were gradually undermined with external pressures and
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internal crises in the Oromo national movement If the coloniz

societies such as the Oromo cannot develop the skills,
capabilities necessary to promote and exercise freedom
while engaging in liberation struggles, they may not I
or they may inadvertently replace colonial dictato
ones. Therefore, the Oromo liberation movement
movements must begin to practice freedom and d
struggling to overthrow FEthiopian colonial dictatorship.
in order to totally mobilize Oromo girls and womc
participate in the Oromo national struggle, t_hc .()r()m(d)
movement must start dismantling the ideology of sexism an
patriarchy.

Furthermore, the theory and practice of Oromnmma muSdl
Oromo nationalists to engage in a politico-economic Pamrjc
prior to liberation in order to build a free ar}d democrd
Similarly, the movements of the other colonize

romote and implement similar strategics and t
establish an egalitarian  multinational democracy- ec
identifies five factors for developing capabilitics fll?d_ ;/j//'e!,
given society; they are (1) political freedoms, (%) economic JA”
opportunities, (&) transparency guarantees and (5)
these factors are combined to develop the gen¢
and a society. As Sen notes, “Public policy to fo
and substantive freedoms in general
of these distinct but intcrrclgtgd ‘mstrumcn
freedomis involves political and civil rlght‘s, suc

"who should govemn and on what pgpaplcs,
rities, the right of p()htlca] express
freedom to choosc among po

rships by

sterh

tal freedom®
the right © sC "
jon an
criticize autho o
and the
izations.

organizatio

If the Oromo and other natior )
p()litjcal frecedoms now, 1t will be 1mp

; i speriences of liberation
liberation. The expe o

press,
ational movement

ts
these ) ovemen
frer ' Aol
: cluding the Horn of Africa and their fai o ples
e Jdemonstrate  this reality. The P ot
socleties ulated while €ng? he ©
- edoms also should be articulated '/";opPOSet
frece ts. The principles of economic_factlilit

ements.

mob cm

Sen, | derelopment and Freedon.

ey S
53 Amart) “‘
54 [hid, p- 1V

28

and
lemocracy W
For examp &
n to actlv

€
| can work through ¢ E.,
te
to de
b as the fght ™ iz

knowledge and
and democracy
iberate themeiIVCS

t ?ﬂable ?:.Il:

soCictY'
d to

53

s canno* op che'rﬁ

: r
ossible ©© P7ipe

of

Seo

THEORIZING OROMUMMAA

market through state dictatorship on the one hand and unregulated
capitalism on the other because they are both undemocratic and
corrupt. The Oromo people and others should struggle to form a state
that balances public and private ownership of the means of production
in order to protect the respective national economic resources from
the robbery of private forces in the name of so-called free markets.
The Oromo and other peoples should own their lands and natural
resources. Balanced public and private economic agendas should
involve the policies of freely participating in markets and generating
wealth and public resources, the availability and access to finance, and
utilizing economic resources for the purpose of consumption, or
production, or exchange, and allowing all citizens to have access to
basic economic security and entitlement.

The principles of social opportunities deal with social arrangements
such as education, employment, and health care; equal access to these
services influences the individual’s substantive freedom to live better
and longer and increases more effective participation in socio-
economic and political activities. The Oromo and other national
movements must openly declare such policies to encourage their
respective people to liberate themselves from the robbery of the
Ethiopian colonial state and its regional and global supporfers. Ina
truly democratic society thete must also be transparency guarantees that
allow individuals to have the freedom to openly and freely deal with
one another, and the right to disclose and prevent corruptidn, financial
irresponsibility, and underhanded dealings. Furthermore, having
protective security enables a society to enjoy access to a social safety net
that protects people from abject misery, starvation, disasters, d'eath,
and disease. Theoretically speaking, the founders and members of the
Macha-Tulama Association and the OLF envisioned to a certain
degree the notion of developing national Ormiummaa as a vision of
Oromo liberation and sustainable development to enable the Oromo
to have political freedom and to achieve economic facilities, social
opportunities, transparence guatrantees, and protective security.

Based on these and other factors, the Oromo and other national
movements should begin to expand and develop such policies.
Whenever they can, these movements must demonstrate that they are
struggling to enable their respective people to regain all their freedoms
and overcome their deficits in human capabilities. The struggle for

55 Ibid.
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empowering of the people is an endless process that goes beyondto fully const
buildingbuild Oromo leadership and organizational capacity in order to

decolonization; these processes
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ruct a knowledge base for cognitive liberation that will

bilize and organize the Oromo masses to liberate themselves. This

anent servitude in order to control them and use their resources.

today, some of them are not actively participating in the Oromo
national movement because of their low level of political development.

OSA has vet to develop mechanisms for increasing its
membership and developing ways of packaging and disseminating the
knowledge and information that it has been producing for almost three
decades. It is the responsibility of OSA members and its leadership to
find practical solutions through discussion, debate, and consensus

z building in Oromo society. Despite the fact that OSA was the product
of the Oromo national struggle and has laid the intellectual foundation

of the Oromo national movement, it has not built its capacity to
disseminate liberation knowledge for developing cognitive liberation
among Oromo society. Therefore, OSA needs to listen to Oromo
society and make itself more relevant by developing critical Oromo
studies that will be forward-looking in solving the current problems of
Oromo society. Despite the fact that the Oromo recognize the values
of competence, intelligence, hard work, moral authority, patriotism,
bravery, self-sacrifice, respect for the rule of law, and achievements
because of their gadaa/ siggee tradition, in the contemporary Oromo
society these qualities are dwindling. History demonstrates that all
gadaa members and leaders emerged based on these values and other
ctiteria, and these values and other ctiteria are also very important now
and in the future. -

It is very clear that Oromo intellectuals and political leaders have
been separated from their people by the colonization of their minds,
and they lack knowledge, experience, wisdom, and expertise for
organizing their people. OSA must be an important platform to
address and solve these complex problems of Oromo society. In order
to further develop their national Oromummaa and develop their
knowledge and skills for establishing organic unity with their society,
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Oromo intellectuals and political leaders and other activists should
overcome their internalization of victimization, alienation, arrogance,
and individualism and appreciate and promote the spirit of team of
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' given; they are products of
These proceSSZS l?:dn\c\)rz)r?u"l"r;;l:s i%l wh; the Oromo naeional
e CffO}‘t anr rious levels of sacrifice including the ultlrpatg
struggle e ‘far the Oromo national cause as other color‘uzt;:1
sacrifice of dying goin for their national causes. Consequently, :13
peoples hav.e been . nffem has produced thousands of heroes and
Ororpo natlon';lll rrnos‘acriﬁced their lives to liberate their people an
heroines Who‘ a\he fact that there are millions of Oromo 'who iare
country despite ¢ e1 bservers. Similar conditions exist in other
passive and o Tohe theory of Ormummaa informs us. that
colonized societies national movement has achieved a lot, it \Vlll be
althqugh the O;omz‘ority of the Oromo develop Ororpo nauonahsm
[ il be'fo're t 1e rrillll: itimacy of the Ethiopian colomal state andllts
by recognizing the agrlld iOil‘; their national struggle. Thls thepr_\' also
Oron?o collabozl"tors rimary reason why the mlnont_v Txgraya;lj
explains that ihepnumerical majority Oromo nation and othersd 3
government rules its weaknesses and ideological bankruPtcy, is the
e o i, Jespiee leadership and organizational capacity. ()tller
deﬁCl't o O'ror'no Iso lack these important elements at this hlstorlcal
colonized e Ethiopian states have denied a formal education
moment. suc_cesslzeo omo and other societies as well as butchered
to the majority o dr otential leaders in order to create leadership
thousands of real o 5 and to make them leaderless. How can the)
crises in the > Socjem}f rs overcome this dangerous national problem:
©Oromo nation anel s al and potential leaders has not sto'pped.the
OF course, klumgf:cim struggling for their national hberzltl(?n.
Oromo and Othj . hip and organizational deficits in these societies
Althoelgh the lea delgsr tllmae savagery of Ethiopian colonialism and global
was iﬂ}“?“l’ causc gdered leaders and educationally and economlcally
impenah.sm o musocieties, this problem currently continues to exist
impoverished thes; elites of the Oromo and others have yet to form
primarily because ¢ eltzlt.ive democratic leadership that reflects the
a united .and o of these societies. Another reason is tlmt these
democratic tmdmozzognize the centrality of acquiring the .hberauorl
elites have yet to r ssential in developing cognitive liberation. As c’cll
knowledg§ e ehave mostly been based on trial and efror an
result, their effog ; ts that mrel;r lead to victory in the age of scientific
o e Ofr rmation technology. The theory of Ormummaa
revolutions and in Omo nation and others can liberate themselves by
predicts th; t thiihQ:iig their human, cultural, intellectual, and material
uniting and mo
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and by ~ movement builds the needed unity, purpose, and alliance with other

colonized societies who are struggling for national self-determination
and egalitarian multinational democracy.

resources through democratic and consultative leadership
building the organizational capacity of the Oromo and other nationsl
movements. It also suggests that while solving its internal POlitjmll
problems and struggling for the Oromo liberation, the Oromo
movement should develop and forward political proposals for othef
Folonized nations and others in the Lthiopian Empire that 3¢
interested in implementing the principles of national S
de'termination and egalitarian multinational democracy in order
bring about permanent peace, sustainable development, and sec¥”
in the Horn region.

OSA’s division of labor is to engage in social s
and other forms of research to cxpahd the knowledg n
that is the foundation of the Oromo national struggle an iperatio™
Ir? addition, the role of OSA is cmphasizcd in developi”® ag)f
disseminating the critical or liberation knowledge that is necesS g,
developing cognitive liberation in Oromo and other socied®
schola'rly organization can produce a variety of white paper® of
help in formulating profound policies. Finally, the * Codfj);t of
Oromummaa shows that the liberation of the Oromo nation 40\ yeif
others is an inevitable fact that the Oromo people and others “ hatt
enemies should recognize. Young Oromo nationalists in OrOI‘ﬂlrn e
manifested a level of determination that has emerge rOudeIl i’
development of national Oromummaa. Particularly, OromoO Soromo
who are dubbed as the Qubee generaton are leading ¢ nadonﬂl
national protest struggle without any fear to take the ()rofg‘:w”””””,, /
struggle to its final destiny through transforming national vem¢“°
into a material force that unites all Oromo in their national m'ovit"'d o

The students of other colonized nations and others are masﬁivﬁw
n the Oromo students protest movements rather tha? I’)flgﬂ Yw

. " . ﬂ
ching the crimes that are perpetrated on them Y the[,ib‘irﬂﬂolﬁ
While the Orom -~ oq%

ientific fese”,rch

joi
wat

minority regime and their collaborators. . 1t5‘ﬂ0-¢

blood of the Oromo national struggle is fof:uslngifyiﬂg las

in rural Oromia, the Oromo student movement is mtej;lﬂ////’/"{’l:ﬂ]

Jes in urban areas. Overall, the theory © £ Orr nizaﬂo it

rotest Strugg ; . orgd
| the necessity of building leadership a0 ration sﬁ?ffcs

articulatec

capacity t© unite all Oromo forces for the Oromo ! Jonize
| to build alliances with the movements of other €0

ane :thiopian [impire. While the four levels © soCiety-’ o

in the Futhiop | with the internal issues © Orom® 0 “ﬂﬁo 35

bove dea _ ron
O romhmnaa illustrated how the€ O

Army as lite

dcscribcd a
fifth level ©
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