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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do you teach workshops at your public library? Do you teach middle school students who just want to use Google? Do you teach college level information literacy? If you said yes to any of those questions, this workshop is for you. The material presented in this workshop will help guide you towards new ideas for instruction that use active learning and constructivist principles, particularly how they apply to mobile devices and mobile learning. We’ll discuss how to adapt instruction to the new culture of learning.




Shared under creative commons license share alike – photo from Magna Electronics Company

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Magnatone_amps.jpg Magna Electronics Company, Los Angeles CAforeground: Magnatone Varsity ca. 1953, all original tubes, speakers, etc.
background: Magnatone 213 Troubador ca. 1957
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Punk music: 

Although lots of people think of angry music when they think of punk music, punk is more reflective of a way of thinking and doing things. 

Punk music is an aesthetic of doing things yourself. People characterize it as being aggressive and loud, but if you take a look at the time period, what was actually happening was the birth of access to equipment. 

In this case, punk music in the 1970s, was a direct link to access to cheap electric guitars, and cheap amps. 

Just as much as the sixties may be a by product of having cheap access to acoustic guitars. 

The way that I look at punk is that it is homemade. The punk movement comes about from artifacts of access and inspiration to make things oneself. The bracelets made of safety pins: that was what was laying about. 

Overall, these individuals had new access to this material, and they were able to make a new sound. Prior to this, individuals with talent who saved up the money to buy this equipment were the only ones with the electric amps and guitars. 

The access to the cheaper stuff meant that almost anyone could buy them. So this meant that musical individuals were able to create new sounds. 

What I mean by that is that previously you had to have the talent first, and someone would want to invest in you. Punk music was actually a series of innovations that came about because people who had no idea how to play a guitar or a drum kit or even sing …. Suddenly even they had access to these tools and they combined sounds and visions together in such a way that they were able to innovate with sound. 

So here are the two things to keep in mind: punk learning is about doing it yourself, punk learning is about not having much formal training, punk music is about having access to new exciting tools, and punk music is about using all of those changes to forge a new sound that no one has heard before that will inspire millions. 

People typically call this being “unorthodox” and there is nothing really wrong with it. Who can ever forget Joey Ramone’s voice? Once you have heard it once, you will always be able to recognize it. And so many people imitate his voice. He originally started out playing the drums. He didn’t know how to play the drums either, so he and the original vocalist switched. 

This is pretty important to think about. Who is being given a chance in your classes to play with that devices? 



“Art plus electricity equals 
rock and roll.” 
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Patti Smith – often referred to as the godmother of punk had absolutely no training. She 



“Rock and roll by people who 
didn’t have very much skills as 
musicians but still felt the need 
to express themselves through 

music”
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John Holstrom



“Tuning a guitar always seemed 
kinda silly to me, because it 

suggests all the other tunings 
are wrong. I just like to get my 
strings at a good tightness.” 





"Punk is musical freedom. It’s 
saying, doing, and playing what 

you want."
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Kurt cobain

At 12, he saw photographs of the Sex Pistols in a rock magazine. It was the moment he knew he wanted to be in a punk band "before I had even heard any punk music". By 14, he had his first guitar.

In terms of innovation, they did just what they wanted to do, and sold millions of copies of the album Nevermind. Nevermind was selling 300,000 copies a week in the 90s.  Nevermind replaced Michael Jackson as number on on the Bilboard list. Which just goes to show you that those without formal training may have just as much ability to succeed and innovate as those with the proper, conventional training. 



Kim Gordon walking over her bass during a Sonic Youth live performance in the Netherlands, 
1991. Photo by Rien Post Required attribution: Photo by Rien Post

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:RienPost
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Suicide's albums of the late 1970s and early 1980s are regarded as some of the most influential recordings of their time and helped shape the direction of indie rock, industrial music and dance music. Among others, Steve Albini (Shellac, Rapeman, Big Black), Panthére, Gang Gang Dance, The Jesus and Mary Chain, The Sisters of Mercy, She Wants Revenge, Henry Rollins, Joy Division/New Order, Soft Cell, Nick Cave, Cassandra Complex, Sigue Sigue Sputnik, Radiohead, Kap Bambino, Spacemen 3, Spiritualized, Michael Gira, MGMT, Sonic Boom, Loop, The Fleshtones (both of whom have recorded cover versions of "Rocket USA"), Ric Ocasek of The Cars, Mi Ami, R.E.M. and The Kills have all listed Suicide as an influence. Bruce Springsteen was also influenced by the band, as evident by the song "State Trooper" from his album Nebraska. Furthermore, Springsteen also used a solo keyboard version of "Dream Baby Dream" to close the concerts on his 2005 Devils & Dust Tour.



Unorthodox
Unconventional 
Non-traditional
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The horse and buggy will never be replaced by automated machines. Took a very long time for mass adoption. 



The average lifespan of a skill is five years. 
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We have two situations unique to our time. 

Exponential change – in the past there was time to develop new skills as new technology came about. 



Mobile devices are accessible now to many. 
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We have two situations unique to our time. 

Individuals can carry around very complex computers with them anywhere. 



2001



2010



Entrepreneurial learning
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Entrepreneurial learning







“Knowledge is no longer that which is 
contained in space, but something that 

passes through it…In the future there will 
be, …no fixed canons of texts and no fixed 

epistemological boundaries between 
disciplines, only paths of inquiry and 

modes of integration.”
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We are moving from a stable infrastructure to a fluid infrastructure. 



What is your topic? 

What is a broader subject for your topic? 

Ask your group members for related topics. What do they suggest? 

Search for that topic in Gale Virtual Reference Library, Oxford Encyclopedia, 
or Blackwell Reference. 

Read the article. 

Develop three questions on that topic: 

1.

2. 

3.



What are some databases that you can go to that might help 
answer those questions? 

Look on the library's website on the A-Z list for Choose a Subject 
--> [English, Chemistry, Engineering, etc] 

Which databases might address this? 

Be prepare to present your questions at the next class meeting. 



“Punk learning is not about a passive 
acceptance of knowledge. Punk learning is 

about constructing knowledge for ourselves, 
both individually and socially from the world 

around us.”
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Anyone can do more than he or she thought was possible. 

Students in my class may have other majors but they have passions in other fields. Through the types of explorations we do in class, I have watched many students change their major from the one that they thought they would do to something to do with the sciences, or to their own passions, whether that is wolf reintroduction, intellectual property law (as it pertains to music), engineering majors, and animal behaviorists. 

The punk learning that takes place in class means that students are carving out their own fields for them. They are crafting their own ideas and passions based on the information that they can find, setting their own objectives, and use the expertise of others, but build their own expertise. 

This empowers students to learn as entrepreneurial learners. 



Even if they are not very good at math, but want to research math, or major in math, foster 
that. 
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Dispositions/Innovation



Allow students and users to explore and come up with their own conclusions. 

Listen to what they are saying. 

Consider how we can foster their dispositions, rather than correcting them. 
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Tinkering

Tinkering is a skill that we need to learn ourselves – and constantly improve, and try to teach others. 

Gaming is huge because individuals are allowed to fail several times over and learn how to win and succeed. 

Foster an environment in your instruction interactions where it is ok to fail, or not do things the “right way” in order to get individuals to learn for themselves, and feel confident. 

One of the biggest issues I see in classes is students struggle with being able to research what they want to. They have not had that level of freedom before. They want their professors to tell them what to study. It’s confusing for them at first, and it takes them a long time to get comfortable researching their own interests. 

I’m not going to assign a topic. I want them to bring the topic. A topic that they are interests them, that effects them personally, a topic that they want to pursue, a topic that they are passionate about. A problem that they want to solve. 

What I imagine is that if students and learners come together and are all reviewing the same data that was just published, and they are all looking at this data with “untrained” eyes and different perspectives, different dispositions, and different knowledge – that is what is going to lead us to innovations. 

If we all had the same training and we all had the same knowledge and perspectives, or are told that those perspectives are incorrect, that will lead to fewer innovations. 

Libraries are the perfect place to allow individuals to cultivate their own dispositions. They are allowed to explore whatever they want, no matter what their age. 



“No one ever said: This book is 
outside your age range; this book is 
too complicated.”



Get students confident researching what they would like to research. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Libraries have always been very good at fostering serendipitous moments. 

Solutions? More questions. 



Unorthodox
Unconventional 
Non-traditional
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Researchers are creating massively collaborative solutions to big problems. 

Using social media, mobile tools, they are trying to solve big problems. 

Invited everyone in the world to post their ideas about how to solve those problems – “easy minds would make easy work” 

The Polymath Project. 

Mobile tools/online tools amplify our knowledge like physical tools amplify our strength, such as a pulley moving something large. 
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“Today we have new opportunities to share our knowledge in new ways. And the ability to create tools that actually allow us to solve problems in entirely new ways. So we need to have a second open science revolution.”

He also says that this is a story about the potential for new opportunities by implementing the use of new tools to solve problems. He also points out that in science there are still many barriers to overcome. We may be familiar with this – and we may have our own barriers – but we will also need to overcome these barriers in order to help students and learners emerge to get the kinds of information literacy skills that they need in order to succeed in this new culture of learning. 

He recommends getting involved with an open science project. Or start an open science project. 

Work on entirely new ways of collaborating like the Polymath Project – and give credit to those who are practicing open science. 

Is is inconventional? Maybe, but it may be better. There is value in these new ways of working, and it takes bravery to do these things. 
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I feel more confident today about 
searching in the databases

0%

0%

0%

67%

33% 1. I strongly agree
2. I agree
3. Neutral
4. I disagree
5. I strongly disagree
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eBooks with multi user licenses

Many users can access the same information at the same time – for the very first time! 

Imagine everyone in their learning community getting together in a social networking site – collaborating and working on these problems together. 
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Here’s an article
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Here’s an eBook



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s some data… Now innovate



Now innovate!
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Here’s some data… Now innovate
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Constructivist instruction – assignments that promote exploring and coming up with good solutions that answer and solve problems. 

Allowing students to come up with their own solutions. 

Getting them all to reflect – as non experts - 
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Getting them all to reflect – as non experts - 
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Constructivist instruction – assignments that promote exploring and coming up with good solutions that answer and solve problems. 

Allowing students to come up with their own solutions. 

Getting them all to reflect – as non experts - 









http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGfZeJR0ApI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGfZeJR0ApI


What can you do to foster innovation in 
your library?
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We have two situations unique to our time. 

Exponential change – in the past there was time to develop new skills as new technology came about. 



What can you do in your reference and 
instruction interactions to help students 
become better prepared for the new 
culture of learning?
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We have two situations unique to our time. 

Exponential change – in the past there was time to develop new skills as new technology came about. 



What questions do you want to ask, 
investigate, or search after leaving this 
presentation? 
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Presentation Notes
We have two situations unique to our time. 

Exponential change – in the past there was time to develop new skills as new technology came about. 



Contact me!

Twitter: @librarythinking
Email: amyvecchione@boisestate.edu
http://bit.ly/amyvecchione

mailto:amyvecchione@boisestate.edu
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