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For the fourth year in a row, Widener Univer
s~ty SchoolofLaw and The News Jourtja! have S()
lici~ essays on a theme related to the U.S. Con~ 
stitution. These essays are housed at the Law 

AI ~~ E.' ~ool's Web site and reproduced 
ill whole or in part in the News 
Jounla! around Sept. 17 - Coristi
tution Day, the date in 1787 when 

the Framers signed the Constitution in Philadel-
phia. . . . 
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ofloca! news reporting. The premise is that out could we trust a gQvernment-subsidized press if it collection are highly relevant as newspapers 
system of self-governance ("We the People") did?) Instead, news reporting is likely to occur' across the country struggle to survive, public 
works only if citizens are adequately infolmed. oIJly if businesses can make money doing it. broadcasters cut. back on services and c()mm~r
As James Madison put it, "A popular govern- But can they? Are citizens willing 10 foot the . cial radio and television transfer resources trom 
ment, withoutpopll!ar infonnation, or the means bill for investigative journalism that can turIi a news to entertainment . 
of acquiring it, 1s but a prologue to a farce or a crime story into Watel'gate? Or does quality jour- We hope you eIijoy the essays. And we hope 
tragedy; or perhaps both." nalism depend upon advertising to fund it? And if they make this year's. Constitution Day just a lit-

But who will pay for gathering and dissemlnat- the latter is true, what happens if the business tie more meaningful. . ' 
ing the information necessary to keep the public model of using advertising to subsidize news AlanE. Garjield l,aprofossoratWidenerUIIMlrsitySchoolofLawandi., . 
infonned7 The Constitution does not require the starts to collapse? '. thefolUllderandcoordlnarnroftheCOIlStitulionDayessayproject.ForaJi' 
government to subsidize news reporting. (And These and other issues discuSl>ed in our essay of the es.o;ay.'.F/> Iohttp://Iow.widenm-.cdulCOIlSIilulion/,W(j9 . 
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